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journey by railway at the usual time be-
fore the starting of the train was a tra-
veller within the meaning of the Act.
Persons arriving by train at a railway
station distant a mile from the town in
which they resided, and persons resident
in the town who went to the station for
the purpose of meeting the train were
travellers.  These were the definitions
of travellers which had been decided by
the court. These decisions had been
given in England. In no instance with-
in his knowledge—and he had a pretty
good memory of the cases which had been
decided—had the court set aside a conr
viction of & magistrate for Sunday trad-
ing. In cases of selling without a h-
cense the court had upset convictions,
but in no instance had the Supreme
Court set aside a conviction for Sunday
trading within his knowledge. If the
Committee proposed to limit the distance
and made the distance three miles for a
bona fide traveller, then the Committee
ought to open the hotels during certain
hours. ’

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER: Nothing of
a beneficial character would come from
Sunday trading. He agreed with the
remarks of the Colonial Secretary with
regard to drinking on Sunday. Sunday
was o day of resk; and it should be o
day of rest to the publican and all his
employees, who required as much rest
and relaxation as anybody else. There-
fore we should be wrong in allowing the
publican to sell on Sunday.

Hox. F. T. Crowpsr: It was impossible
to give the publican rest.

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER.: If the publi-
can wag not compelled to open on Sun-
day he would have rest.

Hox. F. Wurrconpe: What about his
boarders?

Hox. F. M. STONE gaid he was willing
to accept the amendment proposed by
Mr. Kideon.

Amendment (Mr. Kidson’s} put and
passed.

New clause ag amended put, and divi-
sion taken with the following result : —

Ayes I
Noes ... B

Majority for ... o 2

[ASSEMBLY.]

Papers Presented.

Noes.

Hon. C. E. Dampster
Hon. W. T. Loton
Hon. C. A. Piesse
Hon. E. McLarty
Hon. G. Randell
{Deller

dyes.

Hon. H. Briggs ,

Hon. F. T. Crowder

Hon. R. 8. Haynes

Hen. A. B. Kidson

Hor. F. M. Stone

Hon., F. Whitcombe

Hon. W. Spencer )

{Teller) -

(Question thus passed, and the clause
added to the Bill.

Progress reported, and leave given
to 81t again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9.50 p.m.
until the pext day.

¥eqislatibe Bssembly,
Tuesday, Gth September, 1898.

Papers presented—Question : Gold Export and
Divulging of Information—Question: Fre-
mantle Harbour Works, Dredging—Ques-
tion: Penk Hill Goldfields Company,
Charge against Warden—Reappropriation
of Loan Moneys Bill, in Committee (re-
sumed) ; Third Schedule, Division on item,
Mount Leonora Railway Survey; pro-
gress reported—Adjournment.

Tus SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o’clock, p.m.

Pravens.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the PreMiEr: Perth Public Hos-
pital, Report for 1897-8.

Ordered to lie on the table.

By the Minister oF Mixes: Kingsley
Hall Reward Gold Mine, Papers re Non-
forfeiture. ~ The MinistEr stated that
these papers, being required by the De-
partment, should be returned at an early
date.

Tre Seearpr said hon. memhers
might inspect the papers. but that they
need not be formally laid on the table,
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a8 in such case they must remain in
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charge of the House till the end of the \

session.,

Papers submitted for inspection, ac
cordingly.

QUESTION: GOLD EXPORT AND
DIVULGING OF INFORMATION.

Mr. KENNY asked the Minister of
Mines, Whether a warden had authority
to divulge the amount of gold which had
been declared at his othce for a special
escort, immediately after it had been, ir
confidence, declared to him, as required
by the depariment, previous to its being
escorted, whem by so doing the result was
published in the press four days after
the orushing was completed, and before
it was possivle for the directors or share-
holders of the company to receive the in-
formation}

Tus MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. H.
B. Lefroy) replied that s warden had no
authority to divulge information which
had not become public property, and
which it was desired should be kept con-
fdential,

QUESTION: FREMANTLE HARBOUK
WORKS, DREDGING.

Mg, GEORGE asked the Director of
Public Worke—1, How the quantity of
sand now being dredged in connection
with the Fremantle harbour worke was
errived at; whether by net actual dredge
contents or by soundinpgs and calcula
tions therefrom? 2, To what point up
the river the scheme provided for dredg-
ing, and to what depth?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied: 1, By dredge
contents. 2, To road bridge, but not to
full width, Depth 30 feet below Ad.
miralty low water (vide copy map
PW.D., W.A, 1427, laid on table of
House in December, 1891). It is not in
tended to carry dredging above Railway
Bridge; but, on the other hand, the
basin below that bridge will be dredged
to two feet greater depth than originally
intended, so as to be 30 feet below what
has been ascertained to be the lowest
Lnown low water, which is two feet he-
low Admiralty low water.
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QUESTION: PEAK HILL GOLDFIELDS
COMPANY, CHAKGE AGAINBT
WARDEN.

Mr. KENNY atked the Minister of

. Mines, Whether the charge made by the

manager of the Ieak Hill Goldfields
Company, Limited, against the warden
of Peak Hill, on the second day of July
last, had been inquired into; and, if so,
#ith what result?

Tee MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. H.
B. Lefroy) replied that the matter was
still under inquiry.

REAPPROPRIATION OF LOAN MONEYS
BILL,

1IN COMMITTER,
Consideration resumed, Third Sche-

* dule, railways.

Item, Donnybrook-Bridgetown railway,
£70,000:

Mz, LEAKE asked the Commissioner
of Railways whether this amount of
£70,000 was a final claim.

Tre Coumissioner oF Rarways (Hon.
F. H Piesse): Yes; it would cover all
claims.

Mp. LEAEE: Extras and everything?

THE ComMissIoNER OF Rainways: Yes.

Mr. LEAKE: To what amount, ap-
proximately, did this bring up the total
sum? About £200,000 was it not?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The amount expended to the end
of June, 1897, was £40,202; to the end
of June, 1898, £58,421; a total of
£98,623 up to date. A further sum of
£34,380 was required to complete, mak-
ing a gross total of £133,033. The sum
of £356,620 was advanced last year, and
£34,380 was required for payments this
year, making up £70,000 now acked for
by reappropriation.

Mr. LEAKE: Then the claim for ex-
tras had to come in, and that would be
£30,000 or £40,000.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

| WAYS: The claims might be, but the

Government were not likely to pay any-
thing like that amount.

Mr. GEORGE : What was the amount
of the contract?

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: £85,996 was the amount of the
contract, and the total sum would be
£133,003, which, of course, included the

rails and other things.
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Item passed.

Item, Collie Coalfield railway, £6,000.

Mr. GEORGE: In regard to the Coilie
coalfield railway, he would like simnar
questions t¢ be angwered.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: There wasan extracost inrela-
tion to various works which were neces-
gary to be carried out. It was necessary
to make some additional connections, in-
cluding that with the Brunswick station,
and there had also been extra work in
regard to the Collie coalfield line. There
things entailed an expenditure of some-
thing like £6,000, so that the amount
which that vailway had cost over and above
the sum arrived at last year was very
small.

Mr. GEORGE: Did that sum cover
the claims as welll

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAll-
WAYS: Yes.

Mr. GEORGE: Was it the same with
regard to the M.nzies railvny’

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Yes.

Item passed.

Item, Menzies
agreed to.

Ttem, Greenhills Railway, £20,000:

Mr. ILLINGWORTH moved that the
items be struck out. When the Bill for con-
gtructing this railway was submitted to
Parliament, it was distinctly stated that
the line was to be built out of revenue.
He had no hesitation in saying that
£52,000 for the Greenhills railwvay, a
length of 12 miles——

Tae Previsr: The hon. member should
not extend it.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH : Would the Pre-
mier state the accurate length?

Tae CowunassioNer oF Rarnways:
length was 14 miles.

Me. TLLINGWORTH: (That was
£4,000 a mile. The construction of this
railway was one of the prossest political
jobs ever perpetrated in this colony.

Tue PremiBr : The member for Central
Murchison should not say that. How was
it 2 job? Who got anything out of it?

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : .£20,000 ought
not to have been allowed for deviation
to take it into York. It was a gross
political job, and a bribe to a consti.
tuency.

£25,000—

railway,

The

[ASSEMBLY.]

in Committee.

TrE Previer: The York deviation did
not cost 30 much as that.

Mr. JLLINGWORTH: But it was a
political job, all the same.

Trae Preuaer : The member for Central
Murchizon knew he ought not to say these
things.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH: Whether these
things ought to be said or not, he
was going to say them. He was not in
the habit of saying things which he ought
not to say, but occasionally he might be
allowed latitude as well as the right hon.
gentleman.

Toe PreMIER : The hon. member should
not say these things. Unkind things
might be said about him.

Mr. ILEANGWORTH: The Premier
might say what he liked.

E;HE Premigr: A good deal might be
said.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The Premier
could say all he was able to say, in that
way. It was distinctly understood that
this railway was to be built out of re-
venue, and now we were asked to saddle
the country with £20,000 of loan money.
It was bad enough to take the money out
of revenue. Here was one of those cock-
spur railways, 14 miles long, as the Com-
missioner had said, though it was nearer
12 ; but taking it at 14 miles, this raii-
way would never pay for axle prease. it
was made through the Hardey estate, and
the Government afterwards bought thas
estate. .

Tua Premier: Terrible! Terrible!

Mg. ILLINGWORTH: There was a
majority in this House who, of course,
would support the Premier in this kind of
thing.

Mr. A. Forrest: The member for Ceu-
tral Murchison voted for the construction
of this railway.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH: No.

Tur Premier : People who lived in glass
houses ought not to throw stones.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : Where did ke
reference to glass houses come in? H:
would allow the Premier to throw at any
glass house as long as he liked, provided
the Premier confined himself to the truth

Trng Premigr: That was what was re-
quired of the member for Central Mur-
chison.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: It was dis-
tinctly understood- by this House that the
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Greenhills railway was to be built out of
revenue. This railway would not pay in-
terest on the cost.

Tus Preuir : According to the opinion
of the hon. member, we had lots of these
railways in the colony. The Bunbury
reilway was formerly spoken of by the
hon. member in that way.

Mr. Grorog: The member for Central,

Murchison did not say that. It was a
Government supporter who did so.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The Bunbury
railway was built before he (Mr. Illing-
worth) was a member of this House; so
he did not see where that came in.

Tur Presmier: The Cue railway.

Mr, ILLINGWORTH: That railway
should have been built by private enter-
prise.

Thne Prewek: Then private people
would not have got the worth of the axle-

rease.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: It would not
have been an injury to the couniry.

Tue PREMIER: There was no objec-
tion to the hon. member moving in this
way, but when he cast aspersions on the
Government, they must be resented, The
hon. member told us that the Government
huilt this railway to serve some political
ends, and that the property was bought

by the State in order to cover up what'

had been done. He did not like to say
anything nasty of any member, but the
gtetement of the member for Central
Murchison was absolutely without founda-
tion, and was also unworthy of him. The
hon. member koew perfectly well that he
(the Premier) would not say anything
with repard to him that would reflect
upon his personal honour.

MRr. IruweworTH said he was talking |

politics.

Tre PREMIER: The hon. member
could not get away from the position, by
saying he was talking politics. If he
(the Premier) acted dishonourably as a
politician, he acted dishonourably as a
man.

Mg, IuxveworTH said he was not re-
ferring to the Premier personally, and
what the rizht hon. pentleman said did
not apply.

Tag PREMIER: An accusation had
been made that the Government dishon-
ourably built a political reilway, and then
bought land to cover up the transaction.
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Mr. IneivgworTH: The Mount Hardey
estate was purchased by the Government,
after it had been improved by making a
railway through it.

Taa PREMIER : Having taken no part
himself in the purchase of this estate, he
could only say that it was purchased at
£1 an acre, after having been improved,
fenced in, and a railway running through
it ; and if an estate which had been im-
proved for the last 50 years, fenced in,
part of it cultivated, and the whole of it
ringbarked, and with a railway running
through it, was dear at £1 an acre, the
hon. member must have a poor opinion
of the value of land in this colony. If
this improved land was not worth what
the Government gave for it, then it was a
very poor advertisement for Western Aus-
tralia. The statement made by the hon.
member was absolutely without founda-
tion. This land came into the market in
an unexpected manner, and the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands availed himself of
the opportunity of purchasing it, and in
doing so made a very good bargain. The
estate was situated within two miles of
York, and was fit for agriculture, and be-
sides having thie railway running through
it, the estate wag close to the Beverley
railway. Therefore, if an estate of that
character was not worth £1 an acre, after
all these years of cultivation, and after
£3,000 or £4,000 had been spent on it
hy the last owner in ringbarking and fur- |
ther improving it, then the hon. member
must have a poor opinion of the value of
land in thiz colony. The hon. member
was not in a position to throw stones at
him (the Premier), and it was a dis-
honourable insinuation, as the hon. member
knew, to sav that the purchase of this estate
was a political job. He resented the in-
sinuation, because it was against his (the
Premier’s) personal honour.

Mr. ILu~oworth said he did not want
te touch the Premier's persenal honmour.
He knew it was impregnable.

Tae PREMIER said he hoped that was
was 80. With regard to the Greenhills
railway, it had been commenced with the
intention of constructing 1t ocut of re-
venue, and £32,000 had been expended
on it out of revenue; but the railway
wag now completed, and taken over, and
the Government proposed to pay what re-
xained due out of loan tothe amount of
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£20,000 stated in the schedule, rather
than increase the deficit- »y paying the re-
mainder of revenue. Having spent
£32,000 out of revenue,
se¢ why the remaining £20,000 should
necessarily be spent out of revenue, too.
As to the amount of the year’s deficit, to
which the hon. member had referred, it
was not 50 much a8 one month’s revenue
of the colony, though the hon. member
wanted to pile it up and make it appear
very large. He hoped this item would be
allowed to stand in the schedule,

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The Premier
had completely mistaken the position.
The Assembly had been asked to pass an
agricultural railway on the understanding
that it was to be built out of revenue ;
and what be was protesting against was
that the Assembly should first be asked
to pass a railvay upon one line of policy,
and then be asked afterwards, as the Com-
mittee were now, to alter the line of

policy and pey the remainder of the cost’

in another way. It was his conviction
that, if the Government hed in the first
instance asked that the Greenhills railway
should be built out of loan money, it
never would have been passed. (Mz.
Lpagr: Hear, hear) The only reason
why it was consented to by himself and
others was on the clear understanding
that this railway was to be built out of
revenue, and that it was notto be a perma-
nent charge on the colony. What he was
objecting to, and must protest sgainst,
was the change of policy in regard to this
railway ; and it was no use for the Pre-
mier to attempt to hide it by making a
personal attack on him. That railway
would never have been passed by the As-
sembly if the proposal, in the first in-
stance, werea to build it out of loan
money for £52,000.

Tre PReMiEr said he believed it would.

Mgr. ILLINGWORTH: It was a pure
question of opinion. The Government
bad no right to come in with one line of
policy, and then, when the work was
partly done, come im with an entire
change of policy. Where was this to end?
The Committee were now asked to load
posterity with a charge of £20,000 upon
the Railway Department for interest and
sinking fund. These cockspur lines,
built at £4,000 a mile, as in this case,
were the things which had wrecked the

[ASSEMBLY. ]
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Victorien railways and left that colony
eleven millions in debt; and this sort i
thing would crush the main railway sys
tem of this colony, if it went on.

THe Premier: The hon. member :said
the Government had been buying land
a8 a job.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH: What was caid
was that the railway was a job, a politi-
cal job, and the Premier had not resented
that.

Tre Premier said he understood the
hon. member applied that term also to
the purchase of the land.

Mzr. ILLINGWORTH: That was an
entire misunderstanding. He said thai
the land had been purchased after the
railway had been projected.

Tag Premier: The hon member in-
sinuated that the Government bought
lund as a job, too.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: What was said
and what he protested against was that,
as an inducement to have a cockspur
railway, this line was to -be built out of
revenue; and Parliament consented to
it on the understanding that it was Lo
cost £30,000, and the money was to come
out of revenue; whereas £52,000 were
now found to have been expended, and,
the railway being now completed, the
Committee were asked to transfer the
remaining £20,000 to loan mccount. He
objected to that principle.

Mr. MONGER: Having complimented
the hon. member previously on the mild-
ness and moderation of his speeches, he
was surprised te hear the hon. member
on this occasion charging the Govern-
ment with having perpetrated a pclicieal
job. That must refer to himself (Mr.
Monger), as representative of the district,
and it implied that the political job wase
done to purchase his support for the Gov-
ermment.

Mr. InunawortH: Not at all. They
had the hon. member before.

Mr. MONGER  The polifical job
meant that they were purchasing his sup-
port.

Mz, InunoworTH: The hon. member
wag bound to the Government.

Mr. MONGER: No more bound than
any member of the House. He had
never had anything from the Government.
The hon. member had received far more
than he had for his district.
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Mg. ILLixawoRTH: What had the Gov-
roment given to him?

Mr. MONGER: Everything the hon.
rember had asked for. When the hon.
rember made these nasty, dirty rewmaris
1 the House, and cspecially when they
ere made applicable to himself (M.
fonger}, and when the Government were
ccused of having consented to the con-
ruction of this railway as a gross poli-
eal job, ho must eay the hon, member
as stating that which he knew to be
bsolutely untrue.

MR. ILuiNeworTH : 1t was true, :md the
on. member knew it.

Mg, MONGER said he would like to
ive the hon. member the lie direct, but,
eing in the House, he could not do so.
'he hon. member had characterised this
mall line of railway as a political job.
t was abt first thought the revenue of
ae country would be sufficient for the con-
iruction of this and other lines, or cock-
surs, as the hon. member called them ;
nd he (Mr. Monger) represented the dis-
-iet which happened to have heen fortu-
ate in having the first of such railways
mstructed in it. Owing to the slight
nancial depressicn, the other lines of
mricultural railway, though surveyed, had
ot yet been started. Perhaps it was
rtunate they had not been started;
ut the line in the York district

'ag commenced when the Govern-
1ent were in affluent circumstances;
nd it was for the hon. member

Mr. Illingworth) and his friends to show
10 the future would not prove the Giov-
rnment to have been right in construct-
ig this line. The hon. member said ine
ne would not pay for axle-prease. It
as easy to make such statements; but
on. members would recollect that every
iilway proposal of the Government in
1e past hod been received with simuar
isparaging remarke from the Opposition
de of the House. For this line, which
ad been taken over only a few days ago
v the Government, and had not yet been
orked by the State for a whole week, to
e criticised in such a manner was most
nfair. As to the purchase of a property
2ar the railway since its construction, that
as one of the finest properties ever pur-
aased by the Government; and if tne
on. member had called for a return of
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the sales of land and the settlement on
that estate——

Mer. A Forrest: Such return was ¢n
the table of the House.

Mr. MONGER: Well, it would show
that the Government had made a fair in-
vestment in the purchase of this pro-
perty. The Comunittee should not agree
to strike out the item. Ti was regret-
table that this short line of railway had
vost s0 much; but the hon member
had no justification for saying the Govern-
ment had been a party to a gross political
job. The action of the Government in
granting such a slight concession to the
York district had not in any way carried
him nearer to the Government side than
he was before.

Mg. IcLivgworrH: It was not possible
for the hon. member to be nearer. :

Mr. MONGER: As regarded that, he
was quite ag independent as the hon. mem-
ber. He wanted nothing from the Gov-
ernment ; though what he had asked for
in moderation had always be.n granted,
and he presumed the hon. member must
say the same with regard to the Central
Murchison. He trusted the hon. memuer
would never again accuse the Government
of having attempted to bribe him.

Me. A. FORREST asked the lon. men-
ber (Mr. Illingworth) to withdraw il:
amendment. Some two years ago the
House had passed this railway, to be
built out of revenue; but now it was
found there was not sufficient morey to
the credit of the general revenue to pay
f>r the remaining portion, and hence the
proposal to pay the remaining £20,000
out of loan. This money had already
been practically expended, and it was
necessary {0 pay the public creditor.

Tae Presner: The public  creditor
had been paid.

Mg. A. FORREST: If the proposal
were not agreed to, the liability would
still remain, and it was far better to pay
this at once out of loan. As an illus-
tration, if a business man commenced
by always paying cash down, he would
find himself, after a certain time, in
firancial difficulties and would have to
g2t money outside. This was a similar
case, The Government, when the line
wag proposed, had pIenty of money, and
said they would build it out of revenue.
They now found they had not sufficient
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money, and were adopting the pro-
par course by proposing te pay the
balance out of loan. He would say
nothing in respect of the remarks con-
cerning political jobs. Those who made
them must take care of themseives. He
knew this railway would tap a good coun-
try, and that the land purchased by the
Government would be a valuable asset,
anl of great benefit to the colony.

Mr. GEORGE: No doubt the money
would have to be found for this parti-
cular item, but the hon. member (Mr.
Illingworth) evidently wished io dwell
more upon the general principle of such
expenditure than upon the particular
item.

Tee PremiEr : A principle might some-
times be run to death.

Mr. GEORGE: That was so; and
when it was dead it could be buried.
the principle the hon. member wished
to bring before the Commitee was that if
members were to sit a8 representa,tives
of the people, the questions submitted
by the Government for their decision
should have truth for their basis. He
wius not impugning the veracity of the

Premier; but the Government had
asked this House, in the first in-
stance, to pass this railway at an

estimated cost, exclusive of rolling
stock, of £30,000. No doubt the Mini-
ster who introduced the proposal
thought the estimate correet; but now
£30,000 had been spent and £20,000
more was wanted; so that this House
should originally have been asked for
£50,000 instead of £30,000. Hon. mem-
bers wanted explanation why that liabi-
lity of £20,000 had beern incurred over
and above the original vote—whether it
represented works decided upon after
the estimate was given, or whether
it meant that those responsible for the
eatimate were at fault. Frequently he
had occasion to draw the atfention of the
House to estimates which had been
largely exceeded. Would such thinge be
tolerated in any private business?

Tue PreEmier: It must be remem-
l;fred that there were lots of underdrafts

£0.

Mr. GEORGE: The right hon. gentle-
man could not be persuaded to look at
such matters from a commercial man’s
point of view.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Tre PrEyier: What made a enr
mercial man?

Mr. GEORGE: A commercial me
wus one who had a systematic traioia
and had to spend his owa oney i
stead of other peopie’s,

Mr. A. Forrest: Where could such
man be found?

Mr. GEORGE: Certainly there we
not many in this place. No doubt ¥
had all tried to spend other people
money, but everyome had not been |
successful as the hon. member. Fith
the estimate in this case was purpose
kept down

Tre PreEsier: The estimate was mas
before the survey.

Mr. GEORGE :" Whoever made th:
estimate did not understand his busines
and was unfit to be entrusted with tl
making of future estimates, such
those on which the Committee wou.
have to vote in the course of next wee
The Commissioner of Railways shou
certainly give some explanation of how
mistake of £20,000 waz made in
£30,000 job.

TeE Preyier :  The estimate was mac
belore the survey.

Mr. GEORGE: Then it should nt
have been placed before the House at al
No railway should be estimated befo:
being surveyed. From what we knew «
the engineering staff, he could not b
lieve that such had been done—could n¢

believe they had been such foole. The
must be some other explanation.
Tug COMMISSIONER OF RAI

WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): The estimai
placed before the House when the vol
was taken last year was only an assume
one, and the tender exceeded it by som
thing like £17,000. The first propos:
wag Lo construct a railway from a poir
four miles on the Beverley side of Yorl
but the soil in the district through whic
the line now ran was better for its whol
length than that of the route originall
intended. Moreover, if the junction he
l:cen at a point four miles on the Beverle
side of York, it would have necessitate
the erection of a junction station, and a
officer in charge which would have.e:
tailed extra expense; and the ®avin
effected by the course adopted would muc
more than compensate for the £5,000 ¢
£6,000 which was the extra cost of bringin
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10 line to York. Besides, representations
rere made by the York people that it
rould be to the advantage of persons in
hat district, and in Greenhills also, to
iave the line brought into the town. Bv
he arrangements in existence to-day, the
sovernment were running three irains a
reek to Greenhills. The train which came
o Beverley, arriving some time after
our p.m., was detained for a sufficient
ime to enable the engine to run
mi to Greenhills, and in this way the
ost waz not increased much. Tn his
spinion, the present service would meet
lll the demands likely to be made unon
he Railway Department for some time
n connection with the carriage of goods
o and from Greenhills; and, by the
ourse adopted, the expense was lessened
n every way possible, whilst the Govern-
nent were meeting the wishes of the
reople by carrying their goods, and also
)y conveying passengers to and fro.

Mp. GEORGE: It seemed that the
£30,000 put before the House vreviously
vag an assumed estimate. Therefore, at
hat time the Government knew they had
0t counted the gost. That being so, they
wad no right to ask the House to pass this
tem for £20,000 more. A session
w two ago, he (Mr. George) referred to
he Government House ball-room, and
hat vote was cut down to £15,000. In
‘egard to the new asylum, a sum of £2,L. .
vas first put on the Estimates, but no-
hing was done in the year in which it
ippeared. Then the amount prew until
t got to about £15,000, subsequently
nereasing to £30,000, and still nothing
vas done. The last year in which that
vork appeared on the Estimates, the
imount was £55.000. If members were
roing to sit in this House as reasonable
nen and as represcntatives of the country,
he truth should be placed before them.

Mzr. LEAKE: The member for Central
Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) was perfectry
ight in drawing the attention of the
Jouse to the fact that this was a railwav
vhich was pressed on the ground that it
vas to be built out of revenue. Had it
10t been o, it never would have been
nentioned, and would mnot have been
rassed,

Tre PremieR: It was mentioned many
imes.
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M=r. LEAKE: Because the Government
were booming their revenue at the time,
they thought they could be extravagant.
This was one of the extravagances that
had brought the Government to their pre-
sent state of depression. Had it not been
understood that this railway was to be
built out of revenue, we never should have
heard of it; and it was absurd for Minis-
tere to say they were justified in asking
for the railway to be paid for out of loan
money. It was difficult to know whether
the error srose from ignorance or design ;
but he was inclined to think the former,
beoause we had overwhelming evidence of
the ignorance of the Works Denartment
on questions of great public moment,.

Tae Prexer: The estimate was made
by himself.

Mg. LEAKE : Well, it was crass ignor-
ance. The right hon. gentleman’s ignor-
ance was even more profound than that
of his colleague. The Premier led the
House to believe that the Donnybrook-to-
Bridgetown railway was going te cost
about £100,000.

Tre PrREMiEr: Such was not the case.
He denied that absolutely. The records
of the House would show it. The
£100,000 was for a railway towards
Bridgetown.

Mr. LEAKE: The Premier knew per-
fectly well at the time that it would cost
ebout £150,000. At any rate, through
gomebody’s ignorance, a vote of £30,000
for the Greenhills railway passed through
this House; and this was only one of
many mistakes of this kind, and now we
had to bear the burden of it. In regard
tn the Second Schedule, we had been
aslked to reappropriate £100,000 for
works which were started on the idea that
the money would be paid out of revenue
—he referred to public batteries and
works on the goldfields. There was good
reason to complain. It would be noticed,
too, that in the next part of this schedule
we were asked to vote £30,000 for the
Bunbury harbor works. All along it was
understood that this work would be com-
pleted out of revenue. We were back on
the old ground again; for we had no
revenue, and therefore must complete the
work out of loan. In fact, the position
the Government took was that we must
pase these reappropriations, no matter how
the Ministry had misled the House, and
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that we must do this to get them out of
the difficulty. Yet we were asked to pat
these gentlemen on the back, and say
what admirable and excellent administra-
tors they were! When this railway was
first proposed, it was opposed by the mem-
ber for Beverley, who generally estimated
things at a pretty fair value.

Teep Premier: That was a question of
route.

Mgr. LEAKE: No doubt this railway
was one of the many political jobs that
the Government had been guilty of ; and
he was glad to think the Ministry did not
resent the assertion that it was a job, and
that they left it to the member for York
to do so. He supposed no one in the
House would deny that it was one of the
many jobs perpetrated by means of which
the Government had been able to keen in
power ; but it would be far better if hon.
gentlemen were more jealous of the
country’s interests than of their own per-
sonal honour. It was not in the interests
of the country that we should be com-
"mitted, in one session, to works which
were to be conatructed out of revenue, and
afterwards find ourselves led blindly by
the Ministry into a difficulty from which
there was no escape except by voting loan
moneys for the purpose. It was not as
if the Ministry said, “We have made a
migtake, but this shall not -occur acain.”
They repeated the mistake over and over
again, and defied this {the Onnosition)
gide of the House, knowing they could
command the votes of members on the
other side. This question waa growing
into a gonatitutional scandal, and he must
agk hon. members to say whether they
would all.w it to continue for ever. 'lhis
might be the first, but it would not be
the last, case of the kind. The.Govern-
ment had muddled up the finances, and
got them into such o terrible bungle that
they did not know how they stood, and
were oblized to borrow to pay their debts.

Amendment (Mr. Ilingworth’s) put
and negatived.

Ttem passed.

Item, Survey of Railway from Menzies
to Mount Leonora, £4,000:

Mr, VOSPER moved that the item
be struck out. It was not necessary to
argue this question at lenath, for it
was well kpown that this railvay was
not to be constructed for some indefinite
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term ; and this amount might be d
voted to some more useful purnose.
survey simply meant the opening of
country, obtaining certain informatio
and laying down pegs, which might |
left there for a long time. Other que
tions were involved, but he would n
touch on them at present. To sper
£9,000 on two surveys under these ¢i
cumstances would be a wilful and extrav
gant waste of public money.

Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir
Forrest): The mction itself did not su
prise him, but he was surprised at tl
member who moved it; for, while |
could well understand that members r
presenting parts of the country whi
felt no particular interest in this lin
might be indifferent to it, he could n
understand that a member representi
a goldfield should move to strike th
item out. Such action showed eith:
that the hon. member had a patriot
feeling animating him, or that he repr
sented a high-minded and generous co:
stituency, which did not want any mons
spent in the colony, even to benefit th:
constituency, unless the expenditure wi
fully justified.  He (the Premier) w:
not prepared to give the hon. memb:
or his constituency credit for that hig
feeling, for he believed that, as a rul
members and their constituents we
imbued with the ordinary feelings
humanity, and were not generally like
to oppose what was for their own benefi

Mz. Vosrer: That was the lowest fee
ing.
Tae PREMIER: The hon, memln
and his constituency were, he assume
animated by the ordinary feelings, ar
not by the lowest. Members wou
know, as practical men, that if a measu
were broucht forward for the intere
and advantage of a constituency, th:
constituency would seldom or never o
pose such a measure.

M=, Vozper said he had onmosed tl
Coolgardie water scheme, at the time 1
was standing for election.

Tug PREMIER: Yes; the hon. men
ber opposed it for newspaper purnos
—that was all. For no other reasc
whatever.  Yet he had changed h
oninion on that question since he cam
into this House, because it suited hi
to do so. The goldfields newepap
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which the hon. member formerly edited
was run for the purpose of making it
pey, and for no other purpose.

Mr. Vosper: It did pay, too.
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Tae PREMIER said he did not think

it did.

Mr. Vosper: It got into the hands of
the Official Receiver, afterwards.

Tae PREMIER : That newspaper, when
it was edited by the hor. member, did
an immense amount of harm to the gold-
fields of the colony, and polluted the at-
mosphers of those goldfields.

Mr. Moran: That was the general
opinion.

Tap PREMIER.: Having this opinion
of the hon. member’s action, he was glad
to say it publicly that his action while
editing that paper polluted the atme-
sphere of those goldfields. But the
question before the Committee wae a
gerious one, and he wished to deal with
it ealmly and moderately. The ques-
tion was whether 1t was advisable, in the
interests of the country, that a survey
should be made frem Menzies vid Ni-
agara. as far as Mount Leonora, a dis
tance of 70 miles Tt went without say-

ing that, when a Government proposed

a gurvey for a railway, the proposal im-
alied that the Government were in favour
»f the construction of the line. No one
whs more oppesed than he to mak-
ng surveys for railways in order to serve
;he purpose of the moment, and give
wtiefaction to people who were bringing
pressure to bear on the Government for
1 particular work, unless there was a real
ntention of building the railway. Itwas
ibsolutely mischievous to make o sur-
7ey, unless the Government propos

ng it had & serious intention of con- -

structing that railway. It only meant
‘hat the proposal would deceive peopls,

3 leading them to believe that a rail-

vay was to be made, when there was no
ntention of making it. But that was
1t the present case, for the Government
ully believed that a railway from Wen-
des to Mount Leonora was one which
wicht to be constructed at the earliest
noment,; they believed it was a railway
vhich would pay; they believed it would
wpen up one of the best auriferous areas
n the colony; and they believed
t would be altogether in the in-
erest of the colony, as well ae in the
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interest of the goldfield, to construct
that roilway. [Me. Moreavs: Hear,
hear.] When the Government first pro-
poged to build this railway, they did not
see ag far as some other people had seen
gince. They did not see—although per-
haps they ought to have seen—that there
would be a hornet’s nest rising from
Geraldtor, from Mount Magnet, from
Cue, from Nannine, from Northampton,
from the Greencugh—he could not say it
bad yet got as far as Dongarra—irom all
those places a hornet’s nest had been ris-
ing, which seemed to show that the people
in those localities believed they were to
he injured by the proposal of the Govern-
n:zit to build this railway from Menzies
to Mount Leonora, and that to do so was
attacking the interests of their particu-
lar constituencies, He could assure hon.
members and assure the people of the
colony that, when he first considered this
question and determined to recommend
to Parliament the construction of this
line, the fact that the people of these dis-
trictz would eonsider their interests im-
juriously affected never entered his mind.
Perhaps it ought to have done, but it
seemed to him s¢ absurd that to extend
o railway which was already in existence
70 miles farther to a valuable aurifercus
country and to places which already used
Menzies as their distributing ecentre,
would be construed as an attack on the in-
terests of these other places.. If this
railway were never to be built, the
people of Mount Leonora, Mount Mar-
garet, Mount Samuel, Mount Ida, and
even Lawlers would go to Menzies as their
nearest distributing centre, as sure as
the night followed the day; and those
peaple were not likely to go the longer
distance of 250 or 270 miles to Mount
Magmet as the railway station most con-
venient for them, when thev could reach
o railway at Menzies only 70 or 80 miles
distant. Therefore those persons who
were raising political complications in re-
gard to tapping the traffic by making this
railway, and injuring, as they said, the
interests of other districts, were only beat-
ing the air; for it could not happen that
the traffic of those north-east districts,
leaving out Lawlers—though he thought
even the Lawlers traffic would eventually
zo to Menzies——could ever go to Mount
Magnet when it could go a shorter dis-
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tance to a railway at Menzies. No one
had any desire, and certainly he had not,
to divert traffic from any place out of its
natural course.
such routes as best suited it. A railway
having been made to Menzies, we might
depend upon it that all the traffic within
140 miles of that station would go there,
and that no inducement which could be
offered to draw that traffic 250 or 300
miles in another direction would have
that effect. It went without saying that,
in building railwaye in one direction, the
effect was to bring traffic in that direo
tion, although such traffic might not have
gone in that direction before. He be-
lieved, however, the Mount Leonora
traffic had always gone in the Menzies
direction, and not in the direction of
Mount Magnet. He had never heard of
traffic going from Mount Leonora to
Mount Magnet, but he knew the Lawlere
traffic had always gone in that direction.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH: It wag nearer to a
port

Trun PREMIER.: People who were tra-
velling far away from the sea-board did
not care about a port, for they wanted a
railway station. He knew that, when
travelling 200 or 300 miles in the
bugh, a&nd when he reached a railway
station, he felt that his journey was prac-
tically finished, because the rest of the
run by rail homeward was a mere baga-
telle. It was the same with the people of
those goldfields, for they wanted to get to
the nearest railway station in the shortest
possible time, ag they koew they could
then do the rest of the journey quickly.

Mr. Moran: And they often wanted
to stop at the big centres, en route.

Twe PREMIER.: Yes. Surely the peo
ple in Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie, Kanowna,
Brond Arrow, Menzies, and all the east-
ern goldfields; would find it advantageous
to be connected with the Mount Leonora
district. How could it be n disadvan-
tage to them? If they had any interests
there, they could visit the locality. 1f
there were any trade worth havine in
those parts, they could get a share of
it. Apparently, the hon. member who
had moved this amendment (Mr. Vosner}
not only did not want a share of that
traffie, but would like to drive it away
from the place he renresented. If there
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would be valuable to Eanowna or Broa
Arrow, if there were any people i
Kanowna or Broad Arrow who would lik
to have something to do with Mour
Leonora or Mountl Margaret, the ho
membler ivould say to them: “If yo
wané to go there, you shall go by road
and, however anxioud the Governmer
may be to give you facilities to travel b
rail, I will take care you shall not do =
because I shall strike out even the pw
vision that a railway survey be made.
That was the meaning of the hon. men
ber’s proposal, and that was what hi
constituents ought to consider, if the
considered the matter at all, that th
Government were trying to help the
by giving means of communication o
the goldfields—trying to weld togethe
all the different interests im those golc
fields.

Mr. Leake: Why not build the rai
way?

Mr. IuuvaworTH: Would not that a)
ply to the other side as well as to this
Why not build the railway to Lawlerst

Tre PREMIER: Because it was to
far—200 miles! The Government wer
now trying to deal with the Leonora di
trict—one of the best and most promi
ing districts in the colony, as far o
could be seen. The hon. member woul
have us build & line 200 miles to Lav
lers and 270 miles more to Mount Leo
ora, and would doubtless support a pr¢
posal to start it from Mount Magnet i
the Murchison district. The hon. men
ber dared not refuee to do #o as membe
for Central Murchison. He (the Pr
mier) had never seen the hon. membe
vote againgt the Central Murchison ye
The hon. member dare mot refuse hi
support to that preposal, but would vot
for a railway 270 miles long, while h
would not vote for a railway 70 mile
long from Menzies to Mount Leonor:
which would give the same facilitie
The hon. member would not even vot
for a survey of the 70 miles. He (th
Premier) would not say he was indifferer
to the wishes of his own constituent:
He was anxious to please them ; but h
would not go on all-fours and grovel t
his constituents. Ho would stell then
as he had told them before, that whe
they wanted something he did not eo

were any traffic at Mount Leonora that | gider wag in the interests of the countr
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he was not prepared to support it. But
the hon. member (Mr. Illingworth) was
not prepared to say that to his consli-
tuents, nor was the member for North.
East Coaolgardie (Mr. Vosper), who would
vo on all-fours to his constituents and
grovel to them.

Mg. Vosrer said he would not grovel
to the Premier, at any rate.

Tue PREMIER said he did not want
the hon, member to do so. He would
consider he was doing something wrong,
if the hon. member grovelled to hini.  He
wanted the hon. member to know that he
did not care for his frowns or his wood
opinion,

Mr. Voseer: The feeling was mutual.

Tue PREMIER: That was all right.

Mgr. LeaEr: What about the survey!

Tae PREMIER said he wanted to show
to those people who had taken up the
idea that the Government, in respect of
this proposal, were trying to injure one
part of the colony at the expense of
another, that such idea never entered
his head, and that his only desire, in
proposing this railway, was to give faci-
lities of transit to a promising goldfield,
and to afford to the whole of the eastern
goldfields the advantages of communica-
tion with that promising district. Take
the East Murchizon goldfield, which of
course the Leonora line would tap, and
what was its position? The returns from
the East Murchison goldfield were in-
cluded in the Murchison returns umtil
very recently; therefore, there was no
means of ascertaining the exact output
of gold up to the 1st August, 1397
But for the remaining five months of
1397, after the separate goldfield was
declared and separate returns were made.
gold was exported from that district to
the value of £35,924, and from the 1st
January to the 31st August in the pre-
sent year, 8 months, there had been
£56,912 worth exported; so that hon.
members could see that for 8 months
the return was about the same for the
last year and this, there being £7,000
worth of gold a month exported from this
far-famed YEast Murchison goldfield
which the Government{ were accused of
desiring to tan, and that the same quan-
tity of gold had been exported in this
year, about £7.000 worth & month. For
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the month of July £9,000 worth was oh- |
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tained ; and for the month of August
£11,000 worth. He believed in the near .
future the East Murchison district would
be a most promising part of the country ;
but his object was to show that it wae
not booming and jumping ahead at a
tremendous rate at the present time,
and that the Government, in their desire
to give facilities of transit not only to
it, but also to the Mount Margaret dis-
trict, would not be unduly influenced
by any great development that had taken
place in that part of the country. He
believed, also, that the Lawlers, Mount
Samuel and Lake Way districts would
progress at a rapid rate in the mear
future. In regard to the Mount Mar-
garet goldfield, he found that it began
to keep separate returns on the lst of
August in last year, end for the remain-
ing five months of 1897 the export was
£33,006 worth of gold, and for the 8
months of 1898 the export was £97,732
worth. There had been a good move-
ment there, and that goldfield was show-
ing itself to be progressive. For the first
six months in 1898 £69,135 worth of gold
was exported; for July £11,418 worth
was exported, and for Aupgust £17,179
worth © so that it appeared to be on the
up-grade, and was likely to prove a very
important field. Considering the short
time it had been in existence as a gold
producer, and the very short time bat-
teries had heen at work there, the re-
turns were altopether satisfactory, especi-
ally during the last 8 months; showing,
as they did, an output of nearly
£100,000 worth of gold. These two gold-
fields, although separate, having different
wardens and distinet names, were iden-
tically the same district. The same au-
riferous country ran through both, and
both were a continuation northward
of the Coolgardie goldfields going
from Menzies to Niagara, from Nia-
gara. to Lawlers, to Mount Sam-
uel, and to Lake Way; in fact, all the
way from Dundas in the zouth to Lake
Way in the north, it was the same auri-
ferous country.

Mr. IuuivowonrtH: How far west was
Lawlers from Leonora?

Tae PREMIER: It was north-north-
west or north-west. It was certainly a
eood deal from the westward of north.

A Mrwses: About north-north-west.
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Trne PREMIER: About north-north-
west 90 miles from Mount Leonora to
Lawlers ; so that it was all one auriferous
belt of country, and country that had been
developed under great difficulties, being
so distant from railway communication.
It was not long since railway communica-
tion had been given to Mount Magnet and
to Menzies, s0 that hon. members could
realise at once the difficultiesin the face of
which the developments in that part of the
country had proceeded ; and, seeing that
those two districts had, during this year,
exported £160,000 worth of gold, it
showed that there was something being
done there, and that there was good hope
for the future. He would have Iiked these
observations to be made by some mem-
ber who knew more of the district than
he, for, strange to say, since that district
had become gold-producing, be hed not
visited it. He had travelled through the
country in 1869, but had no opportunity
of seeing it since. He hoped, however,
as soon as he could find time, to take oc-
casion to visit those districts and see the
developments - which were taking place.
The Leonora and Mount Margaret district,
together with Lawlers and Mount Samuel,
were among the most promising of the
outlying goldfields of this colony. He
would go further, and zay to the member
for North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper)
and the member for Central Murchison
(Mr. Illingworth), that whatever might be
the result of their endeavours to prevent
the survey of this railway, only a short
time would elapse before we would see
both thove hon. members voting, not only
for the survey, but for the construction of
the railway. It could not be kept back,
unless we were ready to maintain that the
gold in those districts was going to give
out. We had seen encugh already, with
the limited means the inhabitants had at
their diapo=al, of what those districts were
capable of preducing ; and to say that the
timé was not near at hand when the rail-
wav would run to Mount Leonora and on
to Lawlers, and he hoved to Mount Mag-
net too, thus completine the circle, was to
gay thay had little faith in the develop-
rient of that part of the country. It was
onlv a question of & short time when that
railwav would have to be constructed, and
he had no doubt whatever that the first

[ASSEMBLY.]

in Commitiee.

section that would be consiructed would
be a railway from Menzies to Leonora.

Mg. Leagsn: It could not be done within
three years, at any rate.

Tae PREMIER: Why! He did not
know why it should not.

Mg. LEage : Because the Government
had only got their loans authorized at two
millions a year,

Tre PREMIER : Another two millions
could be got, if necessary; and he would
perhaps have the felicity of seeing the
hon. member introducing the measure for
the construction of these lines.

Me. LBsgg: Let the Government get

" out of debt firat.

Tee PREMIER.: The Niagara dis-
trict, about 30 miles from Menzies, which
could not be described as very successful
yet, had suffered for want of capital and
want of knowledge, being too far away.

Me. Greaory: It was doing well now.

Tee PREMIER : It was wonderful that
any people with money were willing to
ge to such places as Niagara, Mount
Leonora, Lawlers, and Mount Samuel.
It spoke volumes for the energy and en-
terprise of our race that they were will:
ing to invest capital in such places; and
the best thing the House could do was
for all hon. members to band themselves
together to visit those places personally,
and, when they came back, they would
be in a better position to judge what
was going on in this colony, and farm
a better opinion of the proposals they
were now asked to support. But many
hon. members would not go, and those
who would not go, would not believe the
agsurances of those who had gone. He
hed brought forward this provosal for a
survey in order to keep faith with the
districts in question. and to encourage
them and give confidence to those peo-
ple who were trying to develon the onut-
lying nrortions of our goldfields. The
prorosal was unquestionably in the in-
terests of the gold-producers of this col-
ony, snd there was no constituency in
the goldfields, rertainlv none on the east-
ern goldfields, to which the pronosed
railway would not be an advantage, Tt
must be an advantage to all the Cool-
gardie poldfields ¢o be connected with
the aurifercus eountry to the nmorthward;
rmd that being his belief, and being
thoroughly determined to carry out this
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railway as soon as possible, he was only
doing his duty in asking members to
agree to have a survey made. This was not
done with a view of postponing the mat-
ter for an indefinite time. As members
knew, he fully intended asking for a vote
to carry out this work, being convinced
that it would be to the advantage of the
colony. If we carried out the survey, no
greaty harm would result from a little
delay, and whon we met 12 months hence
we would know what our position was.
Some hon. members might think the
position would not be as good as at pre-
sent. We had listened to their crokings
for many a long day, but had taken no
notice of them ; and we had raised this
country from a place of insignificance to
one of importance, not through the
croaking of members, but with an ab-
sclute indifference to such opinion, and
a thorough confidence in the ?uture pros-
peritcy of the colony. He hoped the
amendment would be negeatived, and the
item be passed.

Mg. EWING: The great troubls that
had arisen in connection with the Green-
hills railwny was due to the fact that be
fore an estimate wns submitted to this
House, there was no proper survey, and
members had not the information at hand
to enable them to say whether the
amount of money should be spent or not.
[t was always desirable, before a rail-
way was constructed, that money should
be spent in the proper investigation of
the country, so that members of the
Legislature might be able to see when a
proposition was before them whether
money required to carry out. the project
ghould be spent or mnot. He did not
mean to say for one moment that he was
binding himself to both those railways
when they came before us; but members
ought to have the best information pos
aible, 8o as to be enabled to give an in-
telligent vote om the question ; otherwise
railways might he erected at a cost
which, if it had beer known beforehand,
would have prevented members from
authorising their construction.

Mr. MORAN: When these items were
before the House in the Governor’s
Speech, he had said that if there was
one railway on which he would not aive
a decided opinion, it was that from Mer-
zies to Leonora. Events had led him to
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believe that perhaps there were still
greater reasons for having a survey made
in conjunction with the survey for a
fresh-water feeder for the railways, which
he hoped the Government won!l carry
out at the present time. it wus not
beyond the region of possibility that we
might have to wait a consideralle e
for the completion of the Coolgardie
water scheme; and if we could not get
that scheme in a reasonable time, it
would be necessary to extend o feeder
into the fresbh-water country. It was
necersary that we should take every pos-
gible step to secure a good water supply,
and we ought to place ourselves in a posi-
tion to secure it in the event of either
failure or success of the Coolgardie water
scheme. If we stretched out an arm
into the fresh-water country, we should
have two spurces to depend on. If there
was one rnilway we looked upon with
doubt, it was the Murchison line, which
was built to serve 5,000 people, and was
the most costly line, in proportion to
population, in this colony. We had ex-
tended the railway to the heart of the
Murchison goldfields, where there were
comparatively few people; and he had
never seen a more ridiculous proposal
than that which was made by a Murchi-
son member to spend £1,000,000 for con-
tinuing that railway through a wilder-
ness to a little goldfield still further
away. The huilding of 70 miles of rail-
way, so far as Leonora was concerned,
wag a different thing, with a prospect of
getting a full supply of fresh water and
opening up a goldfield around which
there were poesibly eight or nine others.

At 6.30 p.m. the Cmamrvax left the
chair. .

At 7.30 p.m. the CrarMAX resumed
the chair.

Mr. GREGORY : The motion to strike
out this item was to be regretted, par-
ticularly because it came from a gold-
fields member. Bubt the House would
be able to judge as to the object with
which it was moved, and he felt sure
the result would be that the motion
would be rejected and the item passed.
Only some eight or nine months ago the
mover of this motion (Mr. Vosper) was
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desirous that a railway should be con-
structed in his electorate to Bulong;
but no argument which could be pro-
duced in favour of that line would weigh
against the arguments which were in
favour of the line to Mount Leonora.
The discussien in regard to the Green-
hills railway had been opportune, in
showing that it wns unwise to sanction
the construction of a line upon an incom-
plete estimate such as was evidently
made in that case; and that the proper
course should be to have a survey and
a complete estimate as to the cost of a
line, Lefore its comstruction should bLe
authorised. The cost of the proposed
survey to Mount Leonora, £4,000, was
not n large item, nnd if it did no other
good it would at least enable a complete
inquiry and renort to be made as to the
sources of a fresh-water supply in the
Leonora district for railway purposes;
and if that district, as he believed, would
yield such a frech-water supnly as would
greatly relieve the present cost of carry-
ing water over the railwava through dry
country, the survey would be beneficial
and of g-ent service in that way. The
distance from Menzies to Mount Leonora
wag only 70 miles, and it would go
throuth auriferous country the whole
lencth, There was a large auriferous
belt at Niagara, and a railway would tap
all the mines to the eastward in that
direction ; going further north it would
tan Tamna, Mount Malcolm, and several
other mining districts.  Best of all was
the Leonora district, and to the north of
that, some 22 miles distant, were a num-
ber of good mines, the Diorite King and
others, all in nrocess of develooment. The
Premier had shown, hy statistics given
this evening, that the district through
which this survey would go was advane-
ing with giant strides: for the gold re-
turn of the Leonora district in the last
month was 4,800 ounces, and during the
last eight months £97,000 worth of gold
was pot from the Mount Maleolm distriet
in the Mount Marxaret goldfield.  The
vield bad been progressing sgo ranidly
that, while in the five months nreviously
the vield was onlv £32.000 worth, vet in
lnst menth the wield of Leonora di-trict
alone was 4,800 ounces. At Ninaara.
where there was no batterv 12 months
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also 20 bead at Tampa; and at Mount
Maleolm machinery was in process cf
erection. At Leonora several mines
were turning out gold in large quantities,
and there was no doubt that was
going to be a great goldfield, with per-
manent reefs, and that goldfield would
be heard of when most of the other fields
were matters of history. He believeu
that was going te be an immense gold-
producing district.  One great question
which should impress members was the
existence of n plentiful supply of fresh
water on those northern goldfields: and
the great expense to which the Railway
Department had been put in ecarrying
water would be relieved by this sup-ly
to the north-vard being made available
for the railway. Knowing something
of that district, he felt confident a good
supplv would be obtained there; and he
honed this item would he passed by the
Committee.

Mr. YOSTER : In submitting the mo-
tion to strike out this item, his intention
was to open the subject for a thorough
discussion : but he was sorrv to see that
the mere fact of his having dared to pro-
pose a motion whick embodied his
oninions had subjected him to a flow of
insult from a quarter whence it should
be least exnected. It had been stated
that, in connection with his private busi-
ness, and while editine a newspaper on
the goldfields, the effect had been to
rollute the atmosnhere of those eold-
fields. He desired to sav that to make
such a remark in this House or out of it
was to be ouilty of a wanton, foul, de-
liberate, and untruthful insult.  The
words were not only insulting. but were
absolutely and utterly false.

Tur Preaxnen:  Absclutely true.

Mgr. VOSPER: Absolutelvy false; and
the only excuse was that the rigcht hon.
gentleman had simply confounded a daily
newspaner which he had edited on the
goldfields, with a weekly newspaper edited
by a man in the same town.

Tre Previen said he meent the Conl.
gardie Mirer,

Mnr. VOSPER : Then he must aive that
statement an ahsolute denial. The whole
file of the Conlgardie Miner was atill in
the Colonial Secretary’s office, and let the
right hon. gentleman show a eingle para-

250, there was now 250 heads of stamps : , graph which could be called indecent or
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foul, or which could poliute the atmeo-
sphere of any district. Une wouwid think,
in listening to the Premier, that he (Mr.
Vosper) had been guilty of publishing an
obscene newspaper; and the right hen.
gentleman, well knowing that his utter-
ances would be telegrapbed all over the
country, did not hesitate to inflict an in-
jury upon himin his private capacity. He
had had some evidence before of the right
hon. gentleman’s personal animosity to-
wards himself ; but he would tell the Pre-
mier that he was degrading the tone of
debate, dishonouring his high position,
lowering himself in the eyes of the coun-
try, and behaving in a manner totally in-
consistent with the dignity of the high
office he held. For the right hon. gentle-
man to come into this House and set an
example of insult and contumely towards
other members was one of the worst
things that a man could possibly be
guilty of. It would be a crime in a pri-
vate member, and it was one of the most
abominable offences the Premier could
possibly commit. He (Mr. Vosper) had
never indulged in acrimonious discussion.
Hon, members might search the pages of
Hansard for anything he had said in the
nature of personalities.

Taz Provier: The hon. member did it
every Saturday, instead.

Mgr. VOSPER: Certainly he had in-
dulged in inveetive, in gatire, in allusions
that were perhaps not of the most plea-
sant character ; but he had not indulged
in personalities. Of all persons in this
House, he had least deserved this treat-
ment at the hands of the Premier, which
was the more abominable because it was
utterly unprovoked. He protested against
it, not only on. behalf of himself as having
been 80 unjustly traduced and insulted
by a man who ought to know hetter, but
also on behalf of the House, because he
contended that the remarke made were
degrading to every person in it. Coming
to the question itself, the proposed ex-
penditure wag a waste of money ; and the
only arzument of any value in favour of
that expenditure was that because
the Greenhills line was constructed
without survey, it had cost the
country more than it otherwise would
have dome. There was something
in an argument of that kind : but he sub-
mitted that the deferring of this survey
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could not possibly compare with a survey
that had never beenmade. We were tace
to face with the important fact that the
colony was admitted to be ghort of money.
This line was not an immediate necessity ;
nnd, even if it were, it cauld not now be
conatructed. It mipght be poatponed till
12 months or two years hence; yet here
we had £9,000 set down for this and an-
other survey, which expenditure would
e absolutely unproductive and useless
for some time. The money eould be put
to a more useful purpose. Of course his
motives had been challenged in the gen-
ttemanly manner which was gradually
pervading debate, and of which the Pre-
mier himself set such a noble and splen-
did example. But if he (Mr. Vosper)
were to be guided by his own personal in-
terests, he would vote for the construe-
tion of this line. He had his own reasons
for urging it on, having personal in-
terests in the district.

Mr. Greoory: That showed the hon.
member believed in the district.

Mr. VOSPER: C.rtainly it did. He
hai more faith in it than perhaps the
hon. member ; but what he had not faith
in was the elasticity of the country’s re-
venue and the stable position of the
finances ; and to squander money in put-

ting a row of pegs through a desert at

the present time would be wanton ex-
truvagance, and a wasteful expenditure
of public money. He was sorry to have
occupied the atiention of th: Committee
wiln the protest he made in his opening
remarks ; but could only say that he was
not the kind of man to suffer insult in
gilence, and that no man had yet insulted
hita with impunity. In making these
remarks, he had not been governed by any
personal feeling except an honest indig-
nation ; and his sole desire was to see
thnv the affairs of this House were comn-
ducted in a. more dignified manner than
they had been hitherto.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH: When passing
through the second-reading debate on
the question, he had intimated what
would be his course of action in reference
to these two votes for railway surveys
huis reasons then were the same as now,
that he thought it wrong for this Parlia-
ment to create hones and expectations
which there were no reasonable prospects
of fulfilling.
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Toe Prewmier: Whyt

Mg. ILLINGWORTH: If this Parlia-
ment were going to deal justly with its
financial position and sets its house in
order, as it ought to do, we could not
ucdertake any further expenditure on
railways, or anything of that kind, for
several years to come. The one cause
which had brought the country to its pre-
sent condition was the poliey the Govern-
ment had advanced on all occasions, that
a certain work was necessary and that the
work would pay. He maintained that
there was one work necessary at present
and that it would pay. The necessary
work was to erect a complete set of
mining, quartz, or gold-saving apparatus
and a thousand head of stampers at the
Collie River, somewhere close to water or
coal, and to connect all the mines with the
existing railway system, and to have the
very best appliances of the kind at that
place. That scheme was necessary and
would pay. But was that a reason why
he should advocate that such a scheme
could be carried out at the present time?
The country had been too much worked
on the principle that a certain thing was
necessary and that it would pay. To
answer that question satisfactorily would
require one hundred millions of money.
Further, vehad gone asfarin the borrow-
ing market as it was wise to go, until sure
that our population was going to be larger
than at present. Victoria, in the first
three years of its existence as a gold-pro-
ducing country, exported forty million
pounds worth of gold. Thies celony had ex-
ported eight millions, or one-fifth of that
spum. Victoria at that time bad a popu-
tation of 220,000 people, and its national
debt was .£808,000, or less than a million
of money. The national detn of Wostern
Australia exceeded ten millions now, and
there were authorisations which would
bring it close to twelve millions. of
money, due by a population of 171.L0%
people. :

Tue Preurr: It did not es:ied ten
millions.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH: The statement
he had made was correct; but say eight
millions or six.

Tre Prexier: Why not say ome mil-
lion less, rather than one million more?
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Mgr. ILLINGWORTH: Because he be-
lieved the amount he had given was cor-
rect. '

Tne Presier: Accuracy was what he
wonted,

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: Th: Prender
was a little unfair. For thongh Le {the
Premier) was constantly handling these

t figures, it was exceedingly difficult for hon.

members to get the exact fizures, and there-
fore he (Mr. [llingworth) was in the habit
of speaking of them in round auwnburs,

Tre Prexier : The hon. member always
exaggerated.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : Take the
national debt at nine millions—in this he
was accurate, if the figures given in the
published books were correct—the pre-
sent debt of this colony, now raised, was
£59 per head of its population ; and when
the authorisations were complete——/

Tae Premigr: The hon. member was
including the million just borrowed.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: When the
authorisations were complete, it would be
close on £70 per head. But taking it at
£65, it must be admitted that we had
reached the margin line in borrowing
which we should not pass, however im-
portant the work, and however certain we
were that it would pay. The colony had
been taught most important lessons on
the London market, and it would be fool-
hardy to despise those lessons, and prac-
tically commit ourselves to a large expen-
diture upon thege two railways, The Pre-
mier had revealed the fact that it was the
intention of the Government to build
these railways at the earliest possible
moment, and had argued that therefore
his action in asking for the surveys at the
present time was justifiable. He (Mr.
Illingworth) objected to the expenditure
on surveys, because he did not believe
there was any reasonable prospect of
being able to construct the lines. He
objected because the surveys would build
up the hope of a railway, which there was
no prospect of fulfilling for years to come.
It had been suggested by the Premier that
no wise set of people would go so many

. miles out of their way, if they could get

to a railway at a nearer point; but the
distance from Geraldion to Lawlers was
336 miles, and the distance from Fre-
mantle to Lawlers was 6368 miles.

ThrE PreMiER : It was over 400 miles.
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Mr, ILLINGWORTH: Say 436 miles
-—that was a sufficient margin. What
wag involved, as far as Lawlers was con-
cerned, was the carrying of the goods 200
miles further round, and compelling the
people to buy at Fremantle in preference
to Geraldton. The Premier had argued
that the building of this railway in this
particular way would lead to the people
getting the use of arailway at the nearest
point. It was doubtless true that if
people could get to a reilway within 70
miles, they would not go 200 miles to a
railway in a difierent direction ; but there
was no pecessity whatever to build a rail-
way over those 70 miles to take the trade
away. There was no necessity to build
a railway of 70 miles te take the trade
that way, when there were good reasons for
building it in another direction. He had
refused to support the proposal forarail
way from Mount Magnet to Lawlers—he
did not want it then, and did not want it
now, becauge we were not in a position to
build it. He told the Premier so just be-
fore the last election.

Tae PremiEr: It was not in the elec-
torate of the member for Central Mur-
chison, and the hon. member did not lose
any votes then.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The proposal
met with his opposition, anyhow.

Mr. Morax: Supposing we had money,
would the member for Central Murchison
oppose it?

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The people
were told by him the reason he objected
to the railway from Mount Magnet to
Lawlers was that he understood there was
a blank country between the two places,
and that it was no good to ask the Go-
vernment to build a railway through ab-
solutely barren Jand. To-day we had the
East Magnet end Black Range, and had
reason to believe gold ran through the
whole district. Still, he was not plead-
ing for a railway from Lawlers to Mount
Magnet ; and if the Government were to
alter the wording and propose such a
railway, he would not vote for it, becauge
we were not in a pesition to build it,
however wise and necessary it might be
under other circumstances. He was not
considerine his constituents, and did not.
care whether they or any other constitu-
eney returred him, for he had no ambition
to be in this House.
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Mz. Geonok: The member for Central
Murchison was all right.

Mg, ILLINGWOLIH: Whisky was
ageinst him, and he did not know that he
wug all right. From Ge:aldton to Mount
Leonora the distance was 461 miles, but
vi7 Fremantle 1t was 541. Why not take
the tratfic from Geraldton to L.onora, if
it was only a question of distance?

Toe PREMiB&: All the peopls were the
other way.

MR. ILLINGWORTH : The on'y reason
that could be urged for making this rail-
way &t the present was that there was
water at the other end which would help
the general railway system of the gold-
fields ; but that had not been proved, there
being no evidence hefore us of that kind.
The Nannine railway was one which had
been authoriced, and why was not the
work carried out? It was simply because
we had not the money to do 1t. It was
not sufficient to say that a railway was
necessary and that it would pay. He did
not know whether the proposed railway
would pay, but he did know something
about the financial condition of ftlhs
country, and we would not »e war-
ranted in further expenditure at the
present time, If there was no reasonable
prospect of building that line—and he
submitted there was none—consider the
injury and ruin that would be done to the
districts concerned by holding out an ex-
pectation that it would be built!

A Meuser: When the money was avail:
able, it would be spent on the objet cen-
teinplated.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: There was no
resonable prospect of building this rail-
way in the near future. If it was a ques-
tiop of dealing with the eastern goldfields,
the route proposed was not necessarily the
best, though he would not argue that
question, because if we could find water
there might be reason why we should
22 200 miles out of the way ; but if we did
carry out the plan suggested, we would in-
evitably have to build a railway from
Lawlers to Mount Magnet to connect this
gystem.

Tre Premier : Railways must ba takon
where the people were on the golifi:ls.
There were no people between finlers
and Mount Marnet.

Mgr, ILLINGWORTH: There were
some, and there would be more if railway
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sccommodation were afforded. He hoped |
the Comuuittee would strike out the two
amounts for surveys; and if the Govern-
mient wanted to do a really genuine thing
tor the benetit of the country, they could
appropriate the sums to public batteries.

Mr. RASON: To draw comparisons be-
tween one goldfield district and another
whs the last course which should be pur-
sued by a goldfields member ; but he might
be allowed to say, without disparaging
aay other district, that the Murchison at
ali events turned out per head of men em-
ployed an amount of gold second only to
Kaigoorlie. He represented an immense
district.  People at Lawlers and other
places wished to be connected with
a railway at the earliest possible
moment, and he saw no reason why he
chould sacrifice their chance of getting a
line at the earliest possible moment. If
we were to wait for the building of a
railway from Mount Magnet to Lawlers
we should, he thought, looking at the pre-
sent circumstances of the colony, have to
wait a very long time; but there did
seem o reasonable prespect of a railway
being built soon from Menzies to Mount
Leonora, and subsequently being ex-
tended to Lawlers, and he trusted after-
wards to Mount Magnet; therefore he
would support the item.

Mr. KINGSMILL: The North Cool-
rardie goldfield was going to be one of
the most prominent in Wesatern Australia,
and he believed that it richly deserved a
railway ; but he knew that, unfortunately,
at the present time it could not get one.
It the Premier had stated he would be
able to gee his way to give that field a
railway next year, he would have sup-
ported the item ; but he did not think the
right hon. gentleman could give that as-
surance. The railway could not he ob-
tained for three years, and why should we
spend £4,000 on a survey when it might
ndvantareously bz spent in other direc-
tions? The district he represented had
had two surveys, if not three, in the
course of four years, and unfortunately
surveys were all they had ; but the people
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lived in hope. He did not wish to raise
ny question about the advisability of the
route from Menzies to Leonora, for that ;
route appeared to him to be most reason- |
able, and according to his persomal ex- |
perience it would traverse a region !

in Commitiee.

of gold-bearing country thickly dotted
with gold-mining centres, there being one
every six or {en miles. But he was afraid
the financial straits of the colony pre-
cluded the possibility of a railway for
two or three years. It had been argued
that a survey might be the means of
agcertaining the truth or otherwise of the
existence of fresh water supplies upon the
route : but that investigation could be
carried on as a corollory of the works per-
formed by officers of the Water Supply
Department a3 part of their ordinary
work, and without extra expense. The
Premier had said this survey would be a
guarantee to the district that the Govern-
ment would act in gaod faith towards it.
Judging from the experience the people
of Western Australia had of the right hon.
gentleman, he did not think that, after
the Premier had passed his word to under-
take a work when sufficient funds were
available, any constituency would exzact
such a guarantee from him ; and, that
being so, a survey was mnot required
23 & guarantee.

Mr. MORGANS: Tt was a matter for
regret that the member for North-East
Coolgardie (Mr. Vogper) had brought for
ward this amendment. Members were
straining at a gnat and swallowing a
camel ; for the items already passed in-
cluded £40,000 for the erection of public
batteries, £18,000 for the eastern gold-
fields, whatever that might be, and
£15,000 for the Murchizon and Peak Hill
coldfields ; also .£5,000 for the Pilbarra
goldfield, and £7,000 for other goldfields,
including boriag for coal and so on. Here
was & question of a railway survey, the
amount invelved being £4,000; yet some
members objected to this small exnendi-
ture for ascertaining the most desirable
route for a line to certainly one of the
best goldfields in the coleny. It was said
this railway was not going to be built at
once ; but his opinion was that it ought to
be built at once, and that the Government
shonld make an effort, even now, to do it.
The Premier's fizures as to the output of
gold in this district had shown that the
total for last year was considerable, and
that it was calculated the total for thig
year would be 150,000 ounces. His own
opinion was that this estimate would be
greatly exceeded. The objection to this sur.
vey made by the mover {Mr, Voaper) re-
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minded him that, when it was proposed
to construct a railway from Kalgoorlie to
Kanowna, in that member’s electorate,
and even when that line was commenced,
the output of gold in Kanowna did not
awount to one-third of the output of the
Mount Margaret goldfield. That goldfield,
including Leonora, was the most impor-
tant goldfield in the colony next to Kal-
goorlie and Coolgardie; and within five
vears from the present time the oubput
would be three or four times greater than
at present. There were mines in that dis-
trict which would bear favourable com-
parison with the very best minzs in Kal-
goorlie to-day. The Sons of Gwalia, the
West Australian Mount Morgan, and other
good mines in the locality were on
a dividend-paying basis, and that dis-
trict was going to be one of the most
umportant gold-producing centres in the
colony. Notwithstanding the financial
pesition of the colony, which was
in no way dangerous or unsatisfac-
tory, and having in view the import-
ance of this goldfield, and not only the
possibility, but the absolute certainty of
tinding fresh water there available for rail-
way purposes, was there any sound reason
for opposing the expenditure of £4,000 on
n survey for this railway? The survey
must be made, because the railway had
to be constructed before long ; and what-
ever opposition might be brought to bear
in this House against this railway proposal,
the importance of that goldfield would
shortly demand the construction of the
railway, and as the survey was a neces-
sary preliminary to the construction, it
oughi to be undertaken. He looked for
strong support in favour of this survey
from Fremantle and coastal members
generslly, having regard to the large ex-
tent of works which had been proposed
and sanctioned for coastal districts; and.
if the whole question was to he one of
economising in expenditure, then it would
be necessary, while striking out this item,
to strike out other items of expenditure
for works in coastal distriets ; but, on the
contrary, these reductions were mot
necessary, and this important survey
should be made. As to trade going by
way of Mount Magnet, he was looking for-
ward confidently to the time when a rail-
way would be constructed for connecting
all these goldfields, so that one might get
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into a railway carriage at Perth, be con-
veyed through the eastern goldfields, and
return to the coast by way of Moues
Maguet and Geraldton.

Mr. MitcueLL: Start the work
both ends.

Mg. MORGANS: If that could be dole
he would e glad. Geraldion had a right
to a share in the goldfields trade; but,
while it was a right policy to open up
these great goldfields by means of a rail-
way all the wark could not be done at
ouce. As to the objec.ion made by the
wenzber for Central Murchison (Mr. Iling-
worth), he must say the hon. member
opposed everything. He did not remember
hearing the hon. member support any
single matter proposed in this House.

Mr. Georee: He supported temper-
ance,

Mr. MORGANS had not heard him sup-
por. even that, though he might have
done s0. The hon. member’s flowing
eloquence was always heard in opposition
to what was proposed. Railways in all
parts of the world, when proposed by Gov-
ernments, were opposed in the first in-
stance. The great scheme for connecting
British Columbia. and Canada by a rail-
way from Vancouver was epposed on both
sides in Parliament during many years;
and the late Sir John MacDonald fought
for that scheme against tremendous op-
position, and eventually carried it; and
although it was said that railway would
ruin the country, the effect of making it
had been to bring the greatest amount of
prosperity to British Columbia and to
Canada.

Mr. Leage: That was done by private
enterprise,

Mr. MORGANS: No. The Govern-
ment guaranteed the money.

Tue Premier: They also gave a sub-
sidy of several millions.

Mgr. MORGANS: As to the example of
Victoria, which the member for Central
Murchison so often neld before the House
for imitation—(Mr. IrLivewortE: Noj
to be avoided)—that example, instead of
being followed, was one to be avoided in
railway policy as well as in some other
things. It was a mistake to oppose this
small outlay of £4,000 for making this
survey of a railway, which must shortly
be constructed to a goldfield which was
. Dow turning out at the rate of £250,000

at
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worth of gold per amnum. No railway : constructed? We did not want to know

had ever peen surveyed in this colony
Wiuh sucCh goou pruspects 86 this one.  as
to the neans of constructing it, if it !
could be shown that the Government
could borrow money and invest it profit-
ably in reproductive works within the
cowony, that operation was justitiable.
The banks did the same thing. The re-
turn of the working of the railways in this
colony last year showed a protit of 9 per
cent. on the capital invested ; and surely,
if the Government could horrow at 33
per cent. and invest the money to earn
9 per cent., that was a profitable trans-
action! o talk about the public debt
per head of population did not apply to
young countries, for the question with
them was whether the Government could
borrow money and invest it profitably ;
and, if the Government could invest it
profitably, as in this case, and did not
do it, they were failing in their duty.

Mr. WILSON: The policy advocated
by the member who had just spoken was
one which had brought meny & private
concera to ruin, for he had said that if the
Government could borrow money with
prospects of making u profit, they should
go on borrowing because they could pro-
fitably employ the money.

Me. MorgaNs: That was not what he
had said.

Mr. WILSON: That was what it
amounted to; and he (Mr. Wilson) con-
sidered it a mnost dangerous policy, for it
was the policy which the Forrest Ministry
had adopted in the past; and he was
afraid they intended to continue it in the
future until they came to a stop. He
hoped hon. members would set their faces
agninst expending money on a survey for
railways which they did not intend te
carry out. The survey of a railway from
Menzies to Mount Leonora and the sur-
vey of a railway from Coolgardie to Norse
man should not be sanctioned by the
Committee, because the colony was not
in a position to undertake the comstruc-

tion of these lines. He agreed that they
would have ultimately to be constructed,
but the Premier had himself said that he
abandoned these railways for this year.
Tie Premier: No. Postponed them.
Mr. WILSON: Then where was the
sense of spending money on surveys for
these railways, when they could not be |

what these lines would cost, because we
were not in a position to construct them.
It was admutted on all sides that the
colony would not be 1n & position in the
near future to carry out these works, and
therefore we were not justilied in spend-
ing money on surveys. The survey of »
railway to Marradong (Williams district)
had been commenced, but there was not
the slightest chance of that railway being
carried out for the next three years.

Mr. GeorgE: Then out would go the
Government.

Mg. WILSON: The Government were
by that survey misleading the British in-
vestors—the people whose confidence we
wanted to gain, so that they might invest
utoney in this colony, and help in its de-
velopment. We were misleading them
by these surveys, and were acting wrongly
i so doing.

Mg. GeoreEk: It was the official report
that misled the investing public, in that
case.

Mer. WILSON: Once it had been de-
vided to commence these railways, it
would be easy to have the surveys made,
and it would not take two years to make
a survey of 70 miles through easy coun-
try, but could be done within six months.
Some of the arguments of the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans) were forei-
ble enough; but in comparing the con-
struction of harbour works at Freman-
tle and Bunbury with the proposed sur-

! veys of these railways, the hon. member

got completely out of his depth.

Mg. Moroans: No; we could go with-
out the harbour works also, if neces-
sity compelled retrenchment.

Mr. WILSON: The cases were not
parallel in any respect. The harbour
works at Fremantle and Bunbury were
partially constructed—almost nine-tenths
constructed, and no hon. member would
advocate leaving these works incomplete.
Had the proposed line from Menzies to
Mount Leonora been constructed up to
the 60-mile peg, hardly anyone would

. have advocated the suspension of the work

at this stage, but would have supported
a proposal to snend the small balance re-
quired to build the railway, so that the
country might get the benefit of its work-
ing. That was the position of the har-
bour works. But the Premier admitted
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that these two railways could not be
commenced ; therefore why spend £9,000
on surveys? At the end of the financial
year the Forrest Ministry would be some

hundreds of thousands of pounds to the .

bad.

Mgr. Morears: Knock off £100,000
from the Fremantle harbour works.

Mg, WILSON: That was a national
work—a  work which would serve the
whole of the country.

Mr. Moreans: So was this railway.

Mgr. WILSG..: The railway from
Menzies to Mount Leonora could not be
called a national work to the same ex-
tent as the harbour works, which were to
serve the whole colony, and which were
almost complete, He might be permitted
to refer to the strong remarks made by
the member for North-East Coolgardie
(Mr. Vosper) during this discussion. He
(Mr. Wilson) was not in the House when
the Premier indulged in the language at-
tributed to him by the hon. member, and
which was not denied. Having listened
to the hon. member with very great re-
gret, he felt exceedingly sorry the hon.
member had been called upon to make
such a defence as that which he evidently
found necessary. The House should en-
deavor to carry on its debates so as to up-
hold its own dignity. Every hon. mem-
ber must feel depressed at hearing such
language used by the Premier.

Tue Premigr: The hon. member has
just stated that he had not heard it.

Mr. WILSON: But the Premier did
not deny having used it. The charge was
fully proved, because the right hon. gen-
tleman did not deny it. In fact, the
Premier emphasiged it by repeating it.

Mr. GEORGE: Some hon. member
would have to compile a vocabulary which
it would be possible for everyone to use,
without getting out of order or offending
the susceptibilities of other members.
He had listened with regret to both the
attack and defence, and it was a great
pity that the Premier had attacked
the hon. member so strongly. The
item in the schedule for a survey
should be passed; for he had been over
the ground, and the propeosed railway
would serve a district which would be as
big a gold-mining area as Kalgoorlie. It
supported the class of people who were
mostly working their own claims, and

[6 SerrEMEBER, 1898.]

in Committee. 1499
sticking to them. Moreover, this railway
could be comstructed at very small ex-
pense, if the Commissioner of Hailways
would see that it was not overloaded w..u
ornate struccures, in the shape 0. cottages
with 16in. stone walls, and goods-sheds
two or three hundred feet long, where
fifty feet would be sufficient. The Minister
should curb the extravagance of his o.u-
cers, and make them understand that
people only wanted their goods carried,
and fair protection from the weather.
This Menzies-Leonora railway would have
tv be constructed, if only to get water
from Niagara for the engines, because
there was practically no water between
Kalgoorlie and Menzies fit to use in a
locomotive. The contractors had to con-
dense nearly all the water they used on
their own engines ; and surely the depart-
ment would not carry water from Northam
through Kalgoorlie to Menzies for =
gimilar purpose. If this railway were not
built, @ pipe line would have to be coxn-
structed to bring water down, or the cost
of running engines on that line would be
astounding.

Mg, MircuELL: Wait till the Coolgardie
water scheme was finished,

Mr. GEORGE: TLife was too short o
wait for that. The saving to be effected
by procuring water at Niagara would be
almost sufficient in itself to cover the cost
of the railway, which would serve a dis-
triet daily increasing in importance, and
which bid fair to realise the most san-
guine hopes of its well-wishers.

Mg, OLDHAM : This question did not
entail a belief in the country. Hon. mem-
bers who were opposed to particular
items had as thorough a belief in the
future of the colony as could be entee-
tained by the member for Coolgardie (wmir.
Morgans), who had accused the member
for Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth)
of opposing everything brought forward
in the House. It was noticeable also ‘hat
the member for Coolgardie never did any-
thing but support propositions brought
forward by other members. This was
doubtless exceedingly good policy; but
it was simply a “goldfields grab” policy.
The hon. member had accused his oppo-
nents of straining at a gnat and swallow-
ing a camel; but ever since the Forrest
Ministry had been in office, the House nad
been swallowing camels; and in the in-
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terests of the hon. member's (Mr. Mor-
gan’s) constituency. in the face of a de-
ficit, in the face of a Financial Statement
wherein the Premier practically admitted
that pest year we would be in a similar,
if not in a worse, position than at present,
the Committee were asked to consent to
the survey of two railways which there
was not the slightest possibility of carrying
out. This was the latest “camel” we were
called upon to swallow. If there was the
slightest prospect of being able te con-
struct these railways within a reasonable
time, he would support the surveys; but
wag there any prospecti

Mgr. A. Forrest: Yes.

Mgr. OLDHAM: As the sixth Minister
said 80, that was presumably the dictum
of the Government. But from his {Mr.
(ldham’s) point of view, the finances of
the country required extreme caution.

Me. Greeory: Would we not be better
able to judge next year, if the survey were
made this year?

Mg. OLDHAM: Did oe hon. member
mean to say that it would take the sur-
veyors twelve months to cover TQ mules
of railway{

Mz. GrEconry: No; but if the survey
were made, the report would be before
the House,

Mg. OLDHAM : Perhaps, after all, the
in view of

BULVeY Wns Necessary,
the fact that the water-supply sur-
vey party had got about 23

miles along the line of route; and if the
Government commenced to lay their
pipes ahout 18 months hence, it was
quite certain that the construction would
overtake the survey hefore it reached
Coolgardie. At that rate, if this railway
were to be built, the survey should cer-
tainly be commenced immediately.

Me. Grecory: The object was to have
a report next session. '

Mz. OLDHAM : Before any survey was
undertaken, the Committee shouid sece
whether the Government were prepared
to build the railway. Once Parliament
wag cominitted to its construction, then
would be the time to make the survey,
and not before. The member for Cool-
gardic (Mr. Morgans), notwithstanding
the financial position of the country, ap-
pealed to the coastal members, including
those from Fremantle, to support this
line. All the coastal members knew the
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great desire of that bon. member to ac
vance the interests of Fremantle. Th
hon. member’s desire was first of all t
construct the railway from Coolgardie t
Norseman, and then from Norseman t
Esperance,

Mg. Vosrer: Such was his (Mr. Vo
per's) desire also.

Mgr. OLDHAM: And it was doubtles
the desire of all the goldfields member
Burn why then should they appeal to men
bers for the Perth and Fremantle cor
stituencies, seeing their intention was s
the earliest possible moment to destro
the port of Fremantle, to do away wit
the trade of Perth, and give it to Sout
Australia through the port of Esperance

Mg. Comorry: No, no.

Mr. OLDHAM said he would oppos
the item.

Mr. LEAKE: This item appeared t
be a mizerable attempt to redeem a sha
tered promise made on behalf of th
Premier not long ago.  In the Governor
Speech o great parade was made of whe
tne Government were going to do in r
gard to railways to Mount Leonora an
to Norseman. Subsequently, circun
stances prevented the Government fro
placing these proposals before the Houge
ard, indeed, only a few days ago the Pr
mier found himself in the humiliatin
pesition of being obliged to abandon hi
railway policy. It wasa miserable attemp
nov to redeem this shattered promist
by bringing in gp small an item as th
survey of a railway from Menzies
Mount Leonora, followed by & similar +ot
for a railway from Coolgardie to Norse
man ; and if the first vote were cnryiec
it must be followed bv the second, there
fore the same set of arguments applie
to both items. Secing that the Sover:
ment had been comnelled to abandon thei
railway policy as anpounced in th
Speech, how could they have the effron
ery to ask the Committee to vote £9,00
for the survey of the very railways the
hi:d been obliged to abandon? DBut th
Government would dare almeost anythin
in this Legislature, and perhaps too mue
surnrise ought not to be expressed a
finding the Government in a positie:
of such abject humiliation. If
survey was made at all, it should onl
be, a8 the Premier had said, after a dec
sion to construct the railway. There ha
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been no determination to construct the
railway, and even the proposal had been
abandoned. Unless this railway were
within measurable distance, the survey
would not be justified in the slightest de-
gree. The Government acknowledged
that their abiusy to borrow was limited
at the outside to £2,000,000 per annum.
We had about £2,000,000 to borrow on
the Coolgardie water scheme, and no doubt
we were nearly £2,000,000 in debt. To
say we should make a survey of a short
line like this, 70 miles in length, over easy
country, two or three years before there
was & prospect of a railway being con-
gtructed, seemed utterly absurd, and the
proposition was a monstrous one to put
before the House. If there was a press-
ing necessity for a survey, it might well
be met out of revenue. This was merely
an attempt to redeem a shattered pro-
mise. The policy of the Government at
the present day was one of broken pro-
mises, and he was not astonished that now
and again the Premier and his colleagues
attempted to patch up thase little pro-
mises they had failed to keep. Surely
the survey would not take more than a
few weeks.

Tre Premigr: Oh!

Mr. LEAKE: How long?

Tne COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: It would take 12 months to com-
plete the plans.

Mr. LEAKE: If the estimate were to
be judeed by those of the past, we micht
take it for granted that the sum of £9,000
would not anythmnr like cover the amount
necessarv for these surveys.

Tre CrHairuMax: The sum before the
Committee was x4,000.

Mr. t:AKE: That was true, but it
was 8o difficult to separate the arguments
which seemed to him to annly to both this
item and the following one.

Tae PreviER : The member for Albanv
would have an opportunity of speaking
on the following item.

Me. LEAKE said he did not want to
speak twice.

Tae Prexaer: That was very satisfac-
tory.

Mr. LEAKE: No doubt the right hon.
eentleman did not care to listen to him.

TrE Prearer: Not much.

Mgr. LEAKE: In the observations he
desired to make, he never tried to please
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the right hon. gentleman. Two or three
years ago we had surveys for railways to
Marradong (Williams) and Goomalling
(Northan), which it was proposed to con-
struct, but they had not been built,
Moreover, they had not even been com-
menced, but had practically been aban-
doned.

SuveraL MeupeERrs: Poatponed.

Mg. LEAEE: Yet we were asked to
waste £4,000 on the survey of this line.
Again he would remind members that
what was proposed was reappropriation
of loan money, and there was no necessity
to put this in the Loan Bill. One ar-
gument urged by members of the Govern-
ment and Government supporters was
that each item should be supported by
every member who got a little sop.

TrHE PrEMIER: Who advocated that?

Mr. LEAKE : The Premier himself nd-
vocated it. The right hon. gentleman
had told the member for North-East Cool-
gardie that he was astonished the hon.
member should move in the direction he
did, because what was proposed meant
an expenditure in his district. The
policy the Government went on was, he
gupposed, that if & little temporary assie-
tance was given to a member's coustitu-
ency, that renresentative must abandon
every other nolitical thought, and vote for
the Government.

Mr. A, Foeresr: If it were something
proposed for Albany, the member for Al
bany would vote for it.

Mg. LEAKE: Nothing of the kind. Hse
should place the interests of the country
first, and those of Albany second. The
member for West Kimberley placed his
persopal interests before everything.

Mgr. A. ForneiT: That was the opinion
of the member for Albany.

Mr. LEARKE: What he said was
founded on his knowledge of the hon.
member.  The Premier called members
of the Opposition side of the House
“eronkers,” and so forth; and he (Mr.
T.eake) was sorry the member for North-
Eagt Coolgardie was not in his place, be-
cause he was going to mildly reprove him
for lightly taking to task the great states-
man who led this countrv, who ruled not
only the destinies of this House, but coull
take credit for everything that was good
and forget all that was bad; a Premier
who could drive his supporters with =
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mailed fist and ride rough-shod over his
colleagues ; this being the same great
statesman who, after eight years of un-
qualified prosperity, had been able to land
this country in the difficulties in which
we now found ourselves.

Mg. MITCHELL : Without entering into
the merits or demerits of this particular
survey, the matter might well be delayed
until the Government could say they had
the money, or could name the time when
the railways could be undertaken. Some
two years ago, a railway survey was made
from Cue to Nannine, and what was the
result? Whenever
build that railway, it would be necessary
to have another survey. He intended to
vote for the amendment.

Mr. A. FORREST: It was a matter
for surprise that tha member 'for the
Murchison (Mr. Mitchell) was dictated to
by a newspaper printed in Geraldton,
which contained columns upen columns
of nbuse heaped on him. It might be
thought that, after such abuse, the hon.
member would come out in his proper
colours, and say he intended to be inde-
pendent, and vote which way he thought
proper.

Me. Georom: The member for the Mur-
chison was going to give them the other
cheek,

Mg, A. FORREST': The question of the
survey for a railway hetween Menzies
and Leonora was important, and would
have a great effect upon the prosperity
nf this country, because if a survey was
made and a plan laid before thiz House
in the next session of Parliament, it would
be no trouble to the Government, if they
were in a position to do so, to bring
in & Bill, and have tenders called
forthwith, Not only was a railvay
required for the mines in that dis-
trict, but it was an absolute neces-
sity for increasing the water supply re-
required for the railway service. The

-Government ought to have brought in a
Bill to build a railway as far as Niagara,
where they could have obtained an amnle
sunply of water, which could he hrought
townrds Ealenortie.  Members on the
Onno-ition side of the House were fricht-
enrd of their livea herance » littls Ao
nroasion evisted at the nrecert time, Thev
had been frichtened, to his certain know-
tedge, for the last eight years, for they

[ASSEMBLY.]

it was decided to |

in Commitiee.

had voted against every public work th
was initiated ; and they would contim
to act in that way until they got ¢
the Government benches, when they woul
make a different tune, and would have 1
advocate progress. What justificatic
was there for saying that the colony w:
going back?

Mgr, Leags: The
ruined it.

Ma. A. FORREST: Was not the pos
tion of every member in this House :
good as it was eight years ago? It w:
ten times better.

Mr. Leagr: Yes; and the Governmer
were ruining it.

Mr. A. FORREST: The proper cour:
to adopt was to build up the cow
try, and not to pull it down. Ti
member for Albany had eaid he r
presented the country first and b
constituency afterwards. That men
ber's first consideration was self, s
condly his constituents, and thirdly tt
country. That opinion of the hon. men
ber was based on many years' intimai
knowledge. He was sorry to see men
bers—especially his fellow couneillor, tl
member for North Perth, because th:
member had good ideas if he would brir
them into force—joining in this croakir
business.

Me. George: What about the membs
for the Canning? Had not he goc
ideas?

Me. A. FORREST : Yes; but hewas le
by the member for Albany. The questic
of survey of these railways was importan
because we were getting a tremendous l¢
of information. We should have knoy
ledze of the mines we were working, an
of the supply of water, and we shoul
know whether it would be pecessary {
deviate the railway afterwards. All thy
information would be forthcoming, an
members would not be asked to avthori:
the building of the railway without knov
ing where it was going to. The surve
would he woarth the £4,000, even if i
railway was never built. The time wou!
come when the goldfields would be a ne
work of railwars, and thz sooner
hetter.

Mr MITCHE™.L: Tt was a matter f(
regret that the member for West Kin

Government ha
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berley had taken him to task for the few
words he had spoken. He would not be
dictated to by him, nor by the Fictorian
Ezpress. He voted independently, and

if he thought it right to vote on the Gov- |

ernment side of the House he would do s0,
and if, on the other hand, he considered
he ought to support the Opposition on
any question, he would adopt that course.
It was well knowu he was nov in favour
of these railways; and if not in favour of
them, how could he be in favour of the
surveys? It would be well to let the ques-
tion stand over for a time ; and, as he had
said, when the Government could say they
had the money and could commence the
work, and complete the railway within a
certain time, that would be soon encugh
to go on with the survey.

Mgr. SOLOMON: A great principle
was involved in the passing of this ..em
for survey, because to pass the item prac-
tically affirmed the intention of this As-
sembly to build the particular railway.
The Government ought to wait until they
were financially in a position to undertake
the construction, before asking that the
survey should be sanetioned. That, at
least, was the course which a prudent
business man would take in his own
affairs. As to the amount of public ex-
penditure on harbour works at Fre-
mantle, the total amount which had been
taken from those works by reappropria-
tion during this and the last sessions was
£130,000.

Tue Premier : They had got it all back
by being revoted for those works.

Mr. SOLOMON : The works were of a
national character, and if they were
stopped, not cnly would Fremantle suffer,
but everv district in the colony would
.guffer. The construction of the harbour
at Fremantle had done harm in some
wavs, while doing good in others, for it
had interfered with some kinds of labour.

Tue PremiEr: A few men enzaged in
the lightering trade affected, perhaps.

Mgr. SOLOMON: Yes. Men who had
formerly plenty of work were now walk-
ing about, and could not get work. He
must vote against the item for thiz sur-
vey, because it would pledre the House
to the makine of the railway; and the
colony was not in a position to undertake
it.

[6 SepTEMBER, 1898.]

in Commitice. 1503

Mr. L.OCEE: It was 10 be hoped the
member who moved the striking out of
this jtem would consent to withdraw the
motion, after what had been said. This
railway would have to be built, and the
sooner the survey was made the better.
Whether the line should start from
Mount Magnet or Menzies was a question
for the future; but by getting a survey,
g0 much definite information would be
obtained to assist members in coming to
a conclusion.

Mgr. HOLMES : When speaking on the
Reappropriation Bill, he had intimated
that he would oppose the construction
of these railways; and it- was now his
intention to vote against the item for
surveys, because he had heard nothing
in the meantime to alter his opinion.
All were agreed that the two railways in
the schedule should be constructed whea
money was available; but as that could
not be done at present, the surveys
cught not te be undertaken. If it could
be shown, as the member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran) had said, that this
line would tap country which would pro-
vide a good supply of fresh water for the
railways, and so reduce the cost of work-
ing the railways, he would vote for it on
that account alone; but this would be
on the condition that the Coolgardie
water supply scheme should be aban-
doned, because the colony was not ab
present able to carry it out. DBy taking
that course, the financial pesition would be
s0 improved that there would be means
available for undertaking these railways.
The item for this survey was small, but
& number of small items totted wp to a
large total. As to cutting off money
from the Fremantle harbour works, that
could not be done, because those were
national works which must go on. It
was necessary to put the per in some-
where, and he would vote for striking
01t this item.

Amendment for striking out the item
put, and division taken, with the follow-
ing result:— :

Ayes ... ... ... .. .. 14
......... e . ... 20

Noes

Majority against ... ... B
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Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Higham Hon. 8, Burt
Mr. BRolmes Mr. Conolly
Mr. Hooley Mr, Connor
Mr. Tlingworth { Mr. Loherty
Mr. Kenny © Mr, Ewing
Mr. Kingsmill  8ir John Forresi
Mr. leake ! Me A. Forrest
Mr. Mitehel) i Mr. George
Mr. Oldham Mr. Gregory
Mr. Quinlan Mr, Hall
Mr. Bolomon Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Wallace . Mr, Locke
Mr. Wilson Mr. Moran
Mr. Vosper Mr. Morgans
(Felter) Mr, Pennefather
i Mr. Piesse
Mr, Rason
. Hon. H. W. Venn
. Mr. Wood
. Mr., Hubble

. {Teller)
Amendment thus negatived, and the
item passed.

Item, Railway Survey, Coolgardie to
Norseman, £5,000;

Me. LEAKE (Albany) moved that the
item be struck out. He said a nunber
of members who were inclined to favour
the Mount Leonora railway survey as a
possible work would be altogether opposed
to the Norseman line ag an impossible
work. The argument that would be
made uge of in two or three years’ time
would be that, when this question of a
survey was before the Assembly, certain
members voted for it in 1808, and there-
by pledged themselves to the construe-
tion of the railway., That was only a
Parliamentary trick, which perhaps
some members opposite had not yet
learned. This item wuas just the shred
of a policy which involved the expendi-
ture of something like £500.000 for
railways, as set forth in the Governar's
Speech at the opening of the session

Tae Premier: The only objection the
hon. member had at the time was as to
the starting point, which he had gaid
chould be from Esperance. The hon
member gave notice to move that the
starting point should be from Esnerance.

Mr. LEAKE: Really, the interrup-
tions of the right hon. pentleman were
g0 irrelevant and so utterly useless that
they almost annoved one. The item of
£5.000, tozether with the item aof £4.000
which had just been passed, were all that
remained of this tremendous policv in-
volving the expenditure of £500,000:
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and in the Governor’s Speech of some
32 paragraphs, the one relating to these
railways was practically the only one
containing any policy, and it had now
dwindled down te this item of £5,000.

Tae PREMIER: Listening to thehon
member for Albany, if he had not known
him, he would have been astonished at
this amendment; but, knowing him, he
was not astonished. Ounly a few weeks
age, when discussing the Adress-in-
Reply, the hon. member gave notice ol
a motion of censure on the Gevernment
for not proposing to construct the rail-
way from Esperance instead of from
Coolgardie. Then, a few days having
elapsed, the hon. member abandoned his
intended amendment, rand substituted
another. Whatever his opinion might
be at the present time, it was clear
at the time he spoke on the Ad-
dress-in-Reply, the hon. member was in
favour of a railway to connect Norse
man and Esperance.

Mr. Leagm said he was in favour of
that now., He was in favour of a sur
vey from Esperance to Norseman

Tug PREMIER said he was glad tc
hear that admission, because the hon.
member had also told the Cemmittee
that it was no use making surveys un
less the Committee were prepared tc
carry out the works; so it followed thai
the hon. member was prepared to bor
row money for buildine a railway from
Esperance to Norseman. He was glac
to hear it.

Mr. Leare: The right hon. gentlemar
was very clever,

Tre PREMIER: That, at any rate
shcwed the hon. member hnd not a very
bad opinion of the finangial position o
thz colony, seeine that he was willine t¢
borrow a quarter of a million to build ¢
railway from Esperance to Norseman
Whatever might be said of the preseni
Government, thev were not willing to dc
that at the present time—they were nol
quite so regardless of the countrv’s in
terests as the hon. member would mak¢
015, Before proceeding further with the
subject, he would like to refer to som
observations made by members onnosite
in reference to some remarks which ha¢
fallen from him earlier in the evening
In saying that the member for North-Eaal
Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) had conducted .
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newspaper which polluted the atmosphere
of the goldfields, he never intended to in-
sinuate that the hon. member issued an
inizeoral sheet. What he intended to con-
v2y was that the newspaper at that time
traduced the characters of honest men in
this colony, and did its best to vilify
everyonc who was good in the colony ;
and that was what he believed now, and
what he had always believed, and cer-
tainly would always adhere to. The hon.
member was very thin-skinned, although
he did not mind holding him (the Pre-
mier) up toridicule and opprobrium week
after week in his newspaper. He (the
Premier) did not read that paper, and
therefore could not speak from know-
ledge, but it was reported to him that the
hon. member vilified, misrepresented, and
traduced him in his journal ; and yet, be-
cause he said a word or two in this House
against the hon member, he (Mr. Vosper)
rose in honest indignation and took high
rroral ground. In reply, he would re-
commend the hon. member to practise
what he preached. Let him try to treat
honest men honestly and fairly, and then
ha would have no fault to find with any-
thing he (the Premier) said in regard to
hini  That was all he had to say in refer-
en:e to the hon. member.

Mn. Georgs: He had to sell his paper.

Tre PREMIER : Yes; that was it—he
had to sell his paper. Some newapapers
lived by traducing and misrepresenting
honest and decent people. He would now
return to thig imnortant matier, the sur-
vey of a railvay from Coolgardie to
Norseman ; and we were certainly con-
frcnted with some opinions which were
perplexing in the extreme. The leader
of the Opposition asked the Committee
to strike out the item, and at the same
time said he was prepared to have a sur-
voy from Esperance to Norseman, and
was in favour of a railway being con-
structed between those two places; so
that, from the hon. member’s point of
view, it wag not & question of the ability
of the Government to construct the rail-
way, so much as a question of the route
the Government vroposed that the line
should take.

Mr. LEake: Would the Premier allow
him to add, “by private enterprise”! 1t
would save guch a lot of talk,
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Tue PREMIER: The hon. member did
not say that at the beginning of this de-
bate, nor had ke said so until now.

Mr. LEAEE gaid he always advocated it.

Tue PREMIER: Yes; ne doubt. This
Dundas goldfield, of which Norseman was
the town, might be said to be a most pro-
mising one. It had not progressed very
rapidly. It had many difficulties to en-
counter in regard to means of transit, and
alio to some extent on account of want
of capital. It had not been an attractive
place to the capitalist from England. It
w1s isolated and out of the way; and
therefore persons who came to Coolgardie
and Kalgoorlie, and even further north
to the Murchison, had preferred settling
at these places rather than go to Norse-
man., For that reason, the distriet had
‘not been heard of so much ; but the people
of the distriet, from the very beginning,
an i before they turmed out an ounce of
gold, had always desired to have better
communication with Esperance Bay.
The people of Esperance Bay, too, from
th= first, and before an ounce of gold was
extracted from the earth, were clamouring
for & railway to Norsemarn. He would
n9t go into the history of the matter, for
it wag well known, The people of Esper-
ancs, especially, had been petitioning the
Government week after week and month
after month; and at last they induced
hiri to make a promise that he would
visit the locality personally. He went
there, and did his best to come to a con-
clusion. It was expected of him that he
would make a promise to build a railway
from Esperance Bay even before he had
geen Norgseman; at any rate, it was ex-
pected that he would promise to recom-
mend to Parliament that the railway
ghould be built : and because he did not
feel justified in doing that, he incurred
th2 displeasure of the people of Esper-
ance Bny. He did not like to incur the
disgleasure of anyone, but when it came to
the point, and he found he could not do
a thing, and people tried to urge him to
dc it against his will, he could be even
desperate, and could say “no,” as well
as anvone else. He certainly siid now
thit he was not prenared to advocate, at
the present time, the construction of a
railway from Esperance Bay to Norseman,
and he would give his reasons later on.
Th~ Norseman goldfield was worth looking



c b
1506 Reappropriation Bill:

at. There were about 1,200 people
there, and they had a very nice town.
They were a good class of men, hard-work-
‘ing and respectable. They had a large
quantity-of machinery, and were turning
eit a fair amount of gold. It was in
1893 that the first gold was sent from

Norseman—a very small quantity it was;

bal from that period to the end of August
of the present year £162,978 worth of
gold had been obtained and exported from
Norseman. Better still, of that quantity
£144,098 worth had been obtained and
exported during the-last 20 months; and,
still better, during the first eight months
of this year, up to the 3lst August, gold
to the value of £70,717 had been ob-
tained, as against £73,381 for the whole
of the year 1897, showing that the mines
at Norgeman were doing a good deal bet-
ter this year than last. The year had
four months more to run, and the output
way almost equal—within £3,000—to the
quantity obtained during the whole of last
year.  But the field suffered in many
ways, as he'had said. The means of com-
munication with the nearest centres were
.. by roads, 6nd the roads were not very
good there, especially that from Esperance.
Thus the field was isolated from the rest
of the colony; and, as he had said- on
several occesions, it might just as well e
an island in the Indian Ocean, as far as
this colony was concerned. In order to
g>t to it;, we had first {0 go to Albany by
rail, then to take the steamer to Esper-
ance, and go up a road 125 miles to
Norseman ; or, by the other route, we
ceuld go from here to Coolgardie, and go
down the road 100 miles to Norseman.
It suffered by reason of its isolation. But
it was quite certain that before very long
there would be a railway toc Norseman.
If the gold output continued, and he
believed it would continue and in-
crease, the railway would undoult-
edly be constructed; and the con-
clugion he came to was that in the inter-
ests of this colony—and, after all, it was
the colony we must consider, and not only
the people of Noreeman, but the people
of the colony who were going to
find the money to build that rail-
way—in the interests of the people of
the colony as well as those of Norseman,
he considered we would do far better by
extending a line from our railway system
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at Coolgardie, a distance of 100 miles,
rather than by building a railway from
Esperance Bay to Norseman, which would
leave us with 125 miles of isolated rail-
way, having mo connection with this part
of- the colony whatever, except by road,
and where we would have to have inde-
pendent workshops, independeént rolling-
stock, independent menagement, with the
additional disadvantage that we ‘would
have to build wharves and jetties at con-
siderable expense at Esperance, The
Government would have to go to con-
siderable expense, all of which would be
saved by extending the railway from
Coolgardie to Norseman. And there was
this other important- consideration, that
the country between Coolgardie and
Norseman, s distance of 100 miles, was
all auriferous. True, there were no rich
mines there at the present time, but there
were .some on the way. ~ The railway
would-pass the Londonderry ; it would go,
not far from Redhill ; it would go through-
Widgemooltha, & place which, though
now deserted, had supported 1,500 people
u little while ago, and which, he believed,
would revive again. And all the way
from there to Norseman was gold-bearing
country ; and with means of transit, and
of water supply on the road, the country
would be thoroughly prospected, which it
was very difficult to do now, owing to
want of water. There were two immense
tanks holding three million gallons of
water, already erected, which would soon
tell a tale by the aid which they woul
give to prospecting parties. :

A Meuper: Would they hold water?

Tar PREMIER: They would not only
hold water, but would be available for the
railway when it came in that directien.
It was necessary to look at the two claims
—the railway from Esperance to Norse-
man, and that from Coolgardie to Norse-
man—from the point of view of the people
of the colony, who had to find the money,
and we should not give undue importance
to the desires of the small number of
people at Esperance Bay. There were
not many, mor were there likely te be
meny.

MR, WiLzox : The ripht hon. gentleman
had driven them all away.

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member did
not know as much about it as he. The
fact was that the irade of the port was
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not sufficient to support a large popula-
tion. Looking at the matter from the

standpoint of the people of the colony

who had to find the money, we must
come to the congclusion, wnless unduly
biassed, that to éxtend the railway from
Coolgardie to Norseman was a. far better
plan than by building an jsolated railway
from Esperance to Norseman, which would
be separated from the rest of the colouy,
and, in fact, be altogether independent
of the colony—aa-he said, like an istand
in the ocean. Looking at it from
Norsemar point of view, what advantage
would such a railway be to the people of
that fown?  Their {reights might be
slightly .reduced, but not much, hecaunse
the railway would not pay to start with,
being isolated. = Therefore, it it were
to be made payable, freights must be very
high, as everyone must recognise. More-
over, anyone in Norseman wishing to
come to this part of the country would
have to go 125 miles by rail to Esperance,
would have to wait there till a ship cawe
along to take him to King George's Sound ;
then he would have to take the train to
Perth ; and, if he wanted to go to Cool-
gardie, would have to make altogether a
pilgrimage of about 1,000 miles ; whereas,
if the railway were from Norseman to
Coolgardie, he could get from Norseman
to Perth in a day, and could go to Men-
zies, or Kalgoorlie, or wherever his busi-
ness called him.  Capitalists visiting the
eastern goldfields would go by train to
Norseman. Men desiring employment
would go backwards and forwards from
Dundas in the south as far north as the
railway would extend; and there would
be railway communication between all the
great centres of the goldfields. Surely,
this was a great desideratum, rather than
that we should spend money to build a
railway from Esperance Bay, and thence
to nowhere, unless people wanted to go
to the eastern colonies; and, after alj,
surely everyone did not want to go to the
eastern colonies whenever they travelled.
What peonle wanted in this colony was
to be able to travel backwards and for-
wards from one important centre to an-
other: this they could do when the rail-
way was extended from Coolgardie to
Norseman.  Again, looking at it from
the Esperance point of view, he would
say, and he had given this matter per-
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haps more."onsideration than most
pecple, that the trade of Norseman was
not sufficient to maintain in Esperance
any large population, unless Norseman
were to increase in size very much in-
deed. The trade to Norseman now was
very small,  About half of it came from
Esperance, and was generally a camel
traffic, which did not give any great trade
to the townspeople; and if there was a
railway, there would not be any increase .in
trade, because it would come and g8~
through Esperance and straight to Norse-
man. At any rate, as far as he was able
to judge, he could say there was not suf-
ficient trade at Norseman to support Es-
perance as a large place. If there were
suffivient trade, Ksperance would fiourish
now ; but leaving out of consideration the
advintages of Esperance as a sanatorimmn,
the trade would not be sufficient tosup-
port’ & large population there. What
wonld be the result? As soon as a line
from Esperance to Norseman was started,
large numbers of people would be kept
going during the progress of the work,
and the Esperance people could do good
business while it was going on; but as
soon as the work was finished, they could
not continue to live there, and the cla-
mour then would be ten times louder than
it was now for carrying on that railway
to tap the Coolgardie traffic. That would
be the next move they would want,

Mg. Vosrer: They would want that, in
ANy case.

Tee PREMIER: They might want it,
but they would not have him to help them
to get it, nor would the member for the
Canning do anything to help them, even
if it hurt his little finger. The hon. mem-
ber had n good eye to the main chance,
like many more of us.

Mr. WiLson: Honestly, however.

Tae PREMIER: Yes; honestly. He
acquitted the hon. member of anything
dishonourable. He only meant to say
that we seldom found men acting deliber-
ately against their own interests. Per-
haps they honestly believed they were do-
ing so, but such was seldom the case;

therefore, it was useless for any-
one to set himself up as a paragon
of perfection, as one who was always

acting against the interest of himself.
We wanted to build railways where they
would pay and do most good to the
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colony, and to the peop‘.le%ho had to
find the money to pay for them. There

was another thing, if we could for a ;

moment get away from the ‘“geventh
heaven” and come down to mundane
matters. By extending our rajlway
system northwarde and obtaining more
traffic and trade on our railways we would
make them pay better, and also be doing
good to the producers in that part of
the colony, who would be able to trade
here instead of sending their produce
to other colonies. He did not wish to
push that too far, but he would much
rather see this colony, even than our
friends in South Australia, supplying
Norseman. Surely if the people of the
colony as a whole -invested their money
in building a railway to Norseman, they
might fairly sny it should be built in
such a -way that we could use it, and
that our produce should travel over it,
rather than be built in such a manner
that we should never see a bit of our
produce go over it. The member for
North Perth was a gentleman who took
a liberal view of things, but he always
had a very good eye for his own coxn-
stituents, and he was quite right, too,
for he was sent to Parliament to pro-
tect their interests. Would it not be
better for the people of Perth and Fre-
mantle if the trnde of Norseman came
to them instead of going no one knew
where? Would it nect be better that
machinery, flour, wheat, timber, chaff,
and everything should go along our rail-
ways rather than come from other
lands far away? Agnin, take the trad-
ing community, the mining community,
and the business men, and those that
dealt in stock and timber—take, in
fact, the general community who tra-
velled about our railways—if they
wanted to go to Norseman and do a
little business, they could, if there were
a line to Norseman, leave here in the
evening at 7 oclock and po to Cool-
gardie, arriving next morning, so that
in the afternoon they would be down at
Norseman; and they would get back
just as quickly as thev went. Would it
not be better to do that than te take
a steamer to Esnerance, snend annther
dav, and then go 120 miles north by
rait? For instance. npeople with cattle
and sheep for the market could get into
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the train here in the afternoon, and the
next day reach Norseman Could anyone
say it was not better to have a network of
railways joined together for the purpose
of busiress and trade, than to have an
isolated railway from Esperance to Norse
man? He could not believe it would be
in the interests of the colony at the pre
sent time to build & railway down in that
direction, when the course advocated by
the Government would be eo much to our
interest and so advantageous to everyone
travelling on our railways, whether specu-
lators or business men. Then, as {o the
expenditure, it was eaid the poor Norse
man peaple would have to pay more for
their goods becauze they would travel so
many miles by rail instead of 125 miles
from Esperance. He very much doubted
that they would have to pay any more,
because, as he had already stated, the
freights must be greater in order to make
the railway pay. But supposing that they
had to pay more, how much would it
smount to? He had taken the trouble to
look into the matter, and found that the
cost on a ton of chaff,flour, or potatoes sent
to Norseman would not be more than 6s.
n ton above what it was at present to
Coolgardie. They would have to pay 6s.
more, and the Norseman people would be
in just the same position as the Menzies
people. The Menzies peaple were, roughly
speaking, 100 miles from Coolgardie, and
Norseman people would be about the
same distance, but we did not hear the
member for North Coolgardie complain of
the great disability his constituents were
sufiering from. On the controry, thev
were delighted with the railway at Men-
zies. Those at Leonoraz would like to
enjoy a railway and pay the extra freicht,
and so it would be with the people of
Norseman. Tt would be unreasonable for
the inhabitants of Norseman, who lived
125 miles from the sen, to complain, see-
ing that the whole of the people of the
colony would be building them a railway
in order that they should have the advan-
tage of sending their goods at the lowest
rates. They were getting a great benefit,
and the rest of the people paying for it,
and they should rejoice, as he was sure
they did, because they would be able
to communicate by rail with all parts
of the colony, and to develop the
resources of their district in a way
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they would not be able to do if alto-
gether separated from their fellow-
colonists Another thing he could not
forget was that in an isolated place like
that a community was built up without
sympathy with the rest of the colony, and
without knowledge of the people of the
colony. People at Norseman knew no-
thing of what went on here, except through
the papers, and had not had the oppor-
tunity of coming into contact with public
men of West Australia and their fellow-
colonists. They knew nothing of
us, and so long as they were iso
lated they would never have that
sympathy with the people'of the colony
which it was desirable they should, and
would not feel they were engaged
with us in one great work in trying to
build up Western Australia. We knew -t
present they came from South Australia,
and returned to that colony; they came
without means, most of them being wo-k
ing men, and, having gathered together
what they could, they took it back to
South Auatralia. A Norseman miner had
his eyes fixed on South Australia as Ma-
homet uscd to fix his eyes on Mecea, and he
looked forward to that day when he
could return to hie friends and relatives.
As long as he lived, unless something was
done in the way the Government proposed,
we would never give him an opportunivy,
and he would live continually in an iso-
lated place. The Government wished te
give him an opportunity of being actually
and really connected with the people of
the colony. He (the Premier) had told
his friends in Coolgardie over and over
again that to construct a railway from
Coolgardie to Esperance would be unrea-
sonable, nnd that it would not be in their
interests. People could get from South
Australin to Fremantle for about half the
price it would cost them to get to Esper-
ance Bay. That argument held good
both with regard to passage money and
freight. Such would always be the case
till the traffic was large. It was betier
for the people on the Coolgardie gold-
fields to come down here by the railway
system, and take passage at Fremantle,
than to travel to Esperance, and wait for
a coaster to come along. It was not likely
that boats belonging to the P. and 0O,
the Orient, and the Messageries Companies
would go to Esperance for the accommo-
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dution of passengers. The thinking por-
tion of the community knew very well
that it was unreasonsble to attempt to go
to 8 place where there were none of the
conveniences which would be enjoyed if
people travelled to Fremantle. What was
andvocated by some hon. members was
absolutely absurd, and, unreasonable, and
not, he thought, loyal to the people of
this colony, who did not hesitate to em-
bark everything that belonged to them,
and to burden with debt everything they
possessed, in order that they should gpen
up—no doubt in their own interests, but
gtill at their risk—this country. He
would oppose the amendment to the ut-
most, whether he received support or not,
and was determined to have nothing to
do at present with connecting Esperance
Bay and Coolgardie by railway. It was
not required in the interests of anyone in
this country, and certainly not by the
people of Norseman. He would leave the
proposel of throwing over this part of the
colony and King George's Sound, as also
the great work that was being done at
Fremantle, and the railway comstruction
from here to Coolgardie, to the hon. mem-
ber opposite, and those who liked to sup-
port him. He would throw that responsi-
bility on the hon. member (Mr. Lenxe),
who could take it up whenever he chose.

Mr. WiLsox: Quite prepared to take
the responsibility.

Tee PREMIER: Yes.
for the Canning was. .

Mz. Iuuizaworts : No chance of taking
the responsibility.

Tae PREMIER : In regard to the town
of Esperance, it seemed to be thought that
he gloried and delighted in doing it some
injury ; but how could it be to his interest
ta injure any part of the colony? When
it came to a question of duty, and when ne
had to decide,between the interests of a
small community at Esperance and the
whole of the people of the colony, he had
no hesitation in saying that he must sice
with the interestz of the whole people, as
againgt the interests of the few. He con-
sidered he was acting in the interests of
the whole colony in trying to bind the
goldfields together, and making =eople
feel ns one community ; and one means of
doing this was to carry railways to every
part of the goldfields deserving of railway
communication. He was quite aware that

The member
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the construction of a railway from Norse-
man to Coolgardie would do a good deal
“of injury to Ksperance, because that town
was dependent, to a large extent, on the
auriferous deposits of the Dundas gold-
field. Putting into the balance the in-
terests of the people of Esperance, on the
one side, and the interests of the people
- of the whole ¢olony on the other side, he

believed no reasonable person would say’

that the Government were acting wrongly
in-the course they were taking on this
 railgay question. The assistance which
the Government had given to Esperance
“'in® building schools, making roads, and
*  building jetties, was given at a time when
the Government had no thourhr that a
railway would be required for many a year
in that part of the colony. But it had

been brought home to them, by the people-

of Norseman, that railway communication
had become necessary for the develop-
ment of the Dundas goldficld ; and, there-
fore, the Government decided that Norse-
man should be connected with the railway
aystern of the colony, and this decision
was arrived at in the interests not only of
the people of Norseman, but of the whole

colony. His own honest opinion, and he’

was sorry to say it, was that if the Gov-
erntent did net make any move in the
next ten years in regard to building a rail-
way from Norseman, the bulk of the trade
would go from Coolgardie to Norseman,
nnd that the Esperance people must lan-
guish, and certainly nobt increase, as a
trading community. He had received
kindness from the people of Esperance;
he was fully aware that theirs was a nice
township ; that they had a good seaport,
which wns capable, with a little improve-
ment, of being made an excellent har-
bour ; but as a matter of business, as a
matter of justice to the whole colony and
not to the interests of a few, he had no
hesitation in saying that the decision
which the Government had arrived at was
the only reasonable, wise, and just con-
¢lusion which any Government could ar-
rive at, after due consideration of the in-
terests of the whole people. This vote
was asking only that a survey chould he
made at the present time; but his firm
belief was that we should have to build the
railway, and, as for as he was concerned,
he was prepared to build it at the earliest
opportunity. He had no fear of the future
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of this colony. The croakings and wail-
ings of members opposite really made one
annoyed, and, if one were timid, would
even make one atraid. There had been
as much falk about this £5,000 for the
servey of a railway, which everyone ac-
knowledged the country required, as if
the expenditure involved were half
s million. He had been told that
the policy he advocated had brought
the colony ~ into & position of
insolvency.  This was said after this
colony had bheen built up by that policy,
and from being a place of obscurity had
become a place of importance, not only
here, but throughout the world ; and com-
paring its present position with what it
was a few years ago, we must think that
the people who talked like this had lost
faith in the colony, even at the time they
knew more gold was being turned out
from Western Australia than from any
other part of Australasia. To talk of the
deficit, in these circutnstances, was to ig-
nore the real position of the colony, for the
deficit did not amount to one month's re-
The revenue at the present time
was immense, and ‘while the expenditure

was somewhat high,” still it could be

brought within reasonable limits. The
revenue of the colony at the present time
was marvellous; and- while the member

-for Central Murchison (Mr. Ilingworth)

would say we ought to do this and we
ought to- do that, and that we ought to
spend money here and there, yet when the
money was spent he would say we ought
not to have spent it. Hon members op-
posite seemed to have lost confidence in
the country ; but he (the Premier) had not
lost confidence in it, for there was every
gign of progress and development at pre-
sent; and he asked the people of the
colony to take no notice of those croakings
and wailings which came from irresponsi-
ble persons, who did all they could to make
others believe that these in charge of the
colony had no knowledge, and were un-
worthy of confidence.

Mr WILSON: It was difficult to know
why the right hon. gentleman got into
such indignation and bad temper at the
proposal to strike out this item. He
talked of croakings and wailings, but he
{Mr. Wilson) was sick of the bullyings and
blusterings of the right hon. gentleman.
How could the Premier say that metnbers
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of the Opposition had lost faith in the
,country, when all they had was in -he
“eountry? The right hon. gentleman
talked about having reclaimed the credit
of the country; but who had injured the
credit of the colony? Certainly not the
Opposition, but the Government. These
items for railway surveys were put in the
schedule to make people believe that the
Government were not really abandoning

these railways ; but this was only a device:

to hoodwink the people of those districts.
The opinion of the country, as expressed
in many places, showed that this railway
ought to go from Esperance to Norseman,
and not from Coolgardie to Norseman.
The Premier’siargument was all in favour
of centralisation, and he evidently thought
that anything which would take a little
from the trade of Perth and Fremantle
must do an injury to the whole colony.
But the trade of Norséman had always
gone by way of Esperanse, until the Gov-
ernment blocked it: The Premier’s argu-
ment on that point-would not hold water.

Members of the Opposition were just as

capable of carrying-out their opinien as
was the right hon. geritleinan, who had the
discourtesy to accuse him (Mr. Wilsen) of

being one who would not vote for a certain -
work if it would injure his own pocket.’

The Premier knew that was not treating
him fairly.

Tue Premien: The hon. member never
treated him fairly.

Mg, WILSON: The Premier knew that
he (Mr.- Wilson) had consistently advo-
cated the starting of this railway from Es-
perance and not from Coolgardie ; and v:4
he had the andacity to sling this aceusa-
tion against him, that if it hurt his pocket
he would vote againetit. If the making of
a railway from Esperance to Norseman
would hurt any man in Perth, it
would hurt” him. It was mposslble
not to admire the Premier's pluck
in speaking of the people of Esper-
ance and of Norseman, as if they
came here to make what they could, and
then return to South Australia. Was it
proper to speak in this style of an ener-
getic and intelligent portion of the com-
munity? It was not good policy for the
right hon. gentleman to speak in this way
of the 1,200 people of Norseman, and
the 1,600 or 2,000 at Esperance.
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Tae Preurer: Two thousand? - )
Mr. WILSON: There used_to be that

number, -but the policy of the Govern-. -

ment had driven them away.
Tse Premier: There never were 2,000.
Mz. WILSON: How many were there
now—50017
Tee Premier gaid he did not k!:mw '

The hon. member knew all about it. )
* Mr. WILSON: I Esperance could -

never be successful, if the trade of Norse-

msn would pever keep the population of °
Ministry _spend ¢ o

the port, why did the
£60,000 of Government money domk
thera?

Tee CoMMISSIONER OF RalLways:
The hon. member was adding £10,000
to the amount actually spent,

“Mr. WILSON: Surely bad adminis-
The Gov-
ernment had better allow the item to be
ared to
find the mOney to build the railway. I
they were not in a position to do so, then
let private enterprise construct the line.
Give Esperance a chance to live. The
Premier’s argument. that a rsilway from
Eeperance to Norseman would be abso-

lutely isolated was a very strong argu-.

ment in favour of its con.sbructmn by
pnvate enterprise.

Mg. VOSPER: In spite of all the Pre-
mier could say to the contrary, he -(Mr.
Vosper) remained a staunch advocate of
a railway from Esperance to Coolgardie,
and he would vote for the amendment.
No rauway from Coolgardie to Norse-
man, or from Esperance to Norseman,
would ever satisfy him. He had to
partly, and only partly, thank the Pre-
mier for the admission made with respect

g0 certain personal obgervations made

earlier in the evening, The Premier had
explained that he did not accuse him of
issuing an indecent or immoral print ;
and for that small grace or favour he
thanked the righl hon. gemtleman, al
though, had he taken the trouble o ex-
plain that at the time, it would have
come with more grace, and e false im.
pression would not have been created.

Tre Premier: Such an idea had never
entered his mind.

Mgr. VOSPER: At the satne time,.the
explanation placed the right hon. gentle-
man in a peculiarly ridiculous light, be-
cause he said that the newspaper pol-

151
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luted the atmosphere by denouncing cer- .

tain honest people. Now, the honest peo-
ple who were denounced in Coolgardie
were the promoters of “wild-cat” com-
panies and the supporters of a “wild-cat”
Government. Fortunately, he (Mr. Vos
per) had still a printing press, and was
nursuing the same policy. The right hon.
gentleman had finished by saying he did
not read his (Mr. Vosper’s) publication,
but heard about it occasionally. Per-
haps it would be beiter for him if he
read if, for then he would not be betrayed
inte making untruthful statements with
regard to its contents, and he might pos-
gibly learn better manners from a perusal
of its pages )

Twm Preuier said he did not think so.

Mgr. VOSPER : It might have the effect
of toning down that overweening ego-
tism for which the right hon. gentleman
was conspicuous.  He ought to change
hiz views and start reading %hat journal,
which could be obtained at the rate of
3s. per quarter, payable strictly in ad-
vance.

Tue Premier said he would have to

get it for nothing, to induce him to read
it.
. Mg. VOSPER said he might even make
a concession on that point. Coming
back to the railway question, the inte-
rests of the majority of the people of
the colony could best be served by con-
structing & line from Esperance to Cool-
gardie. If we were but to consider the
interests of ‘the majority, everything
would justify that railway, and there was
nothing to support the dragging of the
goldfields trade through an unnatural
channel, first down to Perth, and then
a thousand miles out of its way.

Taa Commissioner oF Ramways®
All the trade did not come from the other
colonies.

Mgr. VOSPER: The greater portion of
our population and most of our trade
came from the eastern colonies, and
every ton of inaterial taken to Coolgar-
die bad to be dragged sixteen hundred
miles out of the direct route, in present
circumstances.
affinity between the people of the eastern
goldfields and those on-the western coast,
or, at any rate, what little there was had

There was no natural |

[ASSEMBLY.]

been destroyed by the action of the Gov- |

ernment.

in Commillee.

Mr. Gregory: That was the hon
member’s idea, but it was not correct.

Mr. VOSPER said he was quite pre
pared to debate the question on the gold
fields with the hon. member, even at
Menzies.

Mr. Gregory said he would be happy
to do so.

Mr.. VOSPER: The Coolgardie gold
fields generally regarded Esperance a:
their natural port. It had, as the Pre
mier admitted, & megnificent harbour,
and it was not only suitable az an entre
pét for the Coolgardie fields, but had the
advantape of being a sanatorium for ths

oldfields people who were living withir
200 miles of the Southern Ocean.

Tum PrEMIER: 1t was not less than 23
tailes.

Mr. VOSPER: Taking it as rhe crow
flies, it was less. The present road was
tortuous, because of the necessity of de
viating in order to strike water., The firsf
time he went to Esperance from Cool
gardie, he passed 27 loaded teams on the
road between Norseman and Esperance
The last time he was over that road, the
trafic had fallen off very considerably,
simply because the Government had
changed their policy, and had begur
to encourage the Norseman-Coolgardic
traffic.

Tun Presmier: That was very recently.

Mg. VOSPER : The trade between Espe-
rance and Norseman was increasing ; but
every attempt was made to foster the
Norseman-Coolgardie trade at the ex
pense of Esperance.

Tue PreMisr: That was not true,

Mgr. VOSPER: It was a case of the
artificial diversion of trade from its natu.
ral channel. It was a Machiavellian
policy. In spite of all the sophistry
preached in this House, the goldfields
would ultimately have their natural out-
let for trade, and Esperance would then
web its due.

ThE PrEMiEg : Had they not got an out-
let now?

Mr. VOSPER: They did not like the
present outlet ; and, speaking as a gold-
fields * member, he would say that,
if the goldfields population were to
oo into partnership with the neople
of the western coast, it must be
a partnership on equal terms. 7The
goldfields constitueacies had mnot re
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ce:ved their fair share of the public money
—not speaking of loans, but revenue,
though, even as regarded loans, the
pevple who formed the greater part of the
population, and supplied the greater
portion of the wealth, and afforded the
greatest security for it, had not received
their fair proportion.
possible to carry on the goldfields policy
in past times, without the security given
by the goldfields population?

Tue PrEmigr: Certainly not.

Mgr. VOSPER : Then, where was their
share! His own district had never re-
ceived 5 per cent. of the money contri-
buted towards the coffers of the State.
They had loan money, but not their fair
share; and unless the Government got
rid of the false doctrine of centralisation,
and until they were prepared to give
fair and equal electoral rights, and
equal representation in this House,
it was foolish and futile, and folly o
the most extreme type, to talk about
partnership.  Goldfields representatizas
would have none of the Government part-
nership. People of the goldfields would
be enemies of the Government, and ene-
mies of those who supported the Govern-
ment. The Government wanted a part-
nership, in which the people on the gold-
fields should do all the work and the Gov-
erpment should get all the profit.

Tre Premien: The member for North-

" East Coolgardie did a lot of work.

Mz. VOSPER: In his own line he did
a4 much as the Premier did in hia

Tre PremiBR: : A good deal of harm.

Mza. VOSPER: Whether he did harm
or good, he did not know; but he en-
deavoured to do pocd.

Tee PremiEr: The member for North-
East Coolgardie sowed discord.

Mg, VOSPER : Where there wasground
for it, he was prepared to do so. Discord
was one of the qualities that served to
bring abeut progress, both politically and
socially, It was one of the virtues, and
while the right. hon. gentleman set him
the example of causing discontent, as he
had done during the last six or eight
mor.ths, he (Mr. Vosner) was prepared to
maintain the attitude he was now taking.
It was not the agitator who made the fuss,
but the person who went wrong in the
first place. The goldfields had never
been properly treated by the Forrest
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in Committee.

Ministry, and for the Forrest Ministry to
tall; about partnership when the pariner-
ship would be unequal, politically and
tinancially, was simply sheer, unadultera-
ted impudence. There was no other term
t¢ apply to it. It was very late in the
day to ask people te talk about the fate
of Esperance. It was reported in nearly
every paper in the colony that the Premier
led the people of Esperance to believe
thut something would be done Jor them,
buc they had simply been betrayed. The
people of Dundas were to get a railway,
but they, too, had been betrayed; for
now, instead of the substance of a railway,
they were to get the shadow of a survey.
The harbour at Esperance had been neg-
lected, and the Press of Perth, and some
of the politicians of Perth, had aever
lost an opportunity of damaging it in the
eyes of master mariners. If that place
one. had its rights, and assumed the pro-
mipent position which it was entitled to
hoid some day in Western Australia, it
would become a central place. But, be-
side the question of rights and wrongs,
there was this to be said, that the Govera-
ment had abandoned their railway policy
simply for the lack of funds. They had
admitted that such was the case, and said
th:7 simply could not find the money to
carry out the work. Why should we
spend any money on survey at alll Why
cculd we not wait till we had money in
our possession? When we had funds it
would be easy enough to make surveys
and railways too, and he had no doubt
the Government would then be just as will-
inz to spend money as they had been in
the past. Then would be the time for a
railway Bill to be brought down, and a
survey made; but to have a survey now
would be to delude the people. It would
seem to be holding out a continual menace
t3 the people of Esperance that the rail-
way would be from Coolgardie to Norse-
man, whatever happened, and would ap-
pear to destroy all hopes and put Esper-
ance in a back seat to all eternity. We
could leave the two places alone for the
present. Esperance could manage to live
on the traffic she now enjoyed. The peo-
ple of Esperance belonged to Western
Australia, and were entitled to a little con-
sideration on the part of the Government.
They had done ne harm, but on the con-
trary had opened up s harbour which was
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almost entirely undiscovered and practi-
cally unknown before, and they had made
it a decent port, for which they were en-
titled to some credit. They had paid a
lot of money tor therr land, and had con-
tributed a copsiderable amount to the
Treasury. The main thing for which a line
to Norseman was wanted was that of get-
ting machinery.  Three-fourths of ‘the
quantity required had, however, now been
obtained, 'so that the pnnclpal reason. for
begmmncr the railway was gone, so far ag

Norseman was concerned. He intended to

vote for striking out the item. = _
Mr. CONOLLY: The question natur-
ally affected, in a great degree, the district

he represeunted ; and, while supporting the

proposed survey, he would like to make
- a -few remarks relative to some--state-
ments that had fallen from the Premier,
He would support the item because tLis

work would benefit the Norseman goldfield -

if the line were constructed, which was an
open question. It was hig duty, as reprs-

sentative of that goldfield, to support the
survey. With referenceto the Norsemgn'

- goldfield, the Premier Tad dealt fairly,
even modeéstly, with ite capabilities. hast
year thé output of gold sprang irom
5,0000z. in the previous year'to 19,30vcz.,
and he believed there was a probability
that in the present year the output would
rise to 30,000 or 36,0000z. The returns
of the year, so far, gave excellent indica-
tions ; and the lodes and reefs, which were
permanent, appeared to improve as they
went down. Norseman, although an iso-
lated field, possessed one of the deépest
shafts in the colony, about 500 feet.  As
to the area of the field, speaking roughly,
there were 36 miles of country in course
of development; and, what was more to
the point, the wines were held chiefly by
the original prospectors and working
miners, who had the benefit of the gold
returns. This was the nationalisation of
the mining industry, so far as that field
was concerned. As to Esperance and the
intention of the leader of the Opposition,
he (Mr. Conolly) understood that members
on the Opposition side were in-favour of
a railway being constructed by private en-
terprise; and bis own opinion was thet
this was the best course. The Premier had
spoken ss if Esperance were the only por-
tion of the colony which would suffer by
this line being constructed from Cool-

{ASSEMBLY.)

. in Commiltiee.

gardie to- Norseman; but that could
bardly be said, in view of the fact that thd
demonstratmns throughout the eolony
had shown that the opinion was in favour
of the line starting from Esperance. It
was not” Egperance alone which desired
this; and the opinions and desires of
people throughout the goldfields were
surely worth considering. The Premier
wag not quite clear on the subject of the
cost of opening up the Esperance har-
bour, for he gsaid it would take miles of
docks gnd wharves and jetties,

Tur Preuier:- That was to make it as”
good as Fréniditle.

Mn.-CONOLLY : But the Premier did
not say that. In any case, the Committee
should, \inderstsnd that, at the present
moment, Esperance had a harbour which,
in the ppinion of any man who had ever
vigited " it,"was-fully equal to Fremantle,
with all the hundreds and thousands that
had been spent at the latter place.
Every work necessary for the successful
transhipment of goods had already been
carried out dat Esperance, and it would
not take £10,000. to complete that har-
bour, s¢eing: that, £60,000 had been spent
on it already, mainly in giving shipping
facilities, . This statement of the expense
of completmtr Esperance works was an
absolute exaggeration.  The Premier
said goods for Norseman did not.now go |
via Esperance, and would never do so,
because the route from Coolgardie was
more practicable. That was not the'rea- -
son; but the road * between Esperance
and- Norseman was a heavy, sandy road,.
while that from Coolgardie to Norseman
was a- good hard, metal road the whole
way.

THB mema What other reason had
he giveni

Mgr. CONOLLY The Premier had said
it was the most natursl route for Norge
man to get its goods from Coolgardie;
and that, because Esperance did not now
get the trade, it would never get it. There
were two illogical arguments the Pre-
mier always used—one that the Norge-
man people should be satisfied with g rail-
way from Coolgardie because the Menz-
ies people were satisfied with similar
communication ; that the Norseman peo-
ple should be satisfied because they were
00 worse off than the Menzies peonle ; but,
if the hon. gentleman were Iiving at
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Norseman, and had to indent his material,
would he be satisfied with getting his
goods from Coolgardie?

Tug Presuer: There were many other
advantages to counter-balance that.

Mr. CONOLLY: Granted there were
they did not compensate for it.

Taz Previer : They more than compes-
sated.

Mr. CONOLLY: The Norseman pen-
ple were not in the same position as the
Menzies people.

Tre Premier: Why? The Norseman
people had suffered all these. years from
being isolated.

Ma. CONOLLY : There was something
in the isolation argument, but it did n.t
compensate for the many other advan-

tages which the line from Esperance’

would confer. He would like to place
both sides of the question before the
Houge. With a line from Coolgardie to
Norseman, the Norseman people would
have the advantage of being connected
with the other mining centrés of the
eastern, geldfields, with the capital of the
colony, and with the railway system
generally. Norseman was as nearly equi-
distant as possible from Coolgardie and

Esperance, one place being about - 110 °

miles from Norseman, and the other
about 120, by road. If the line were con-
structed from Esperance to Norseémapn, it
would give to Norseman not only the
mesns of a cheaper supply, but also the
means of treating refractory and other
ores cheaply, in a way that Fremantle
-could never expect to do it. A line from
Esperance would have & better chance of
paying than a line from Coolgardie, be-
cause of the back-loading, though . he
granted that in the case of goods going
to Norseman the Government would have
the benefit of the extra freight over their
lines.

Tae PremiEr: Also the produce from
this part of the country.

Mg. CONOLLY : Although the Govern-
ment. would get that extra freight, it
would come out of the pockets of the
peoole, and it chould be the object of the
Government to enable people to live ag
cheaply as possible. Widgemooltha was
the only mining district between Norsge-
man and Coolgardie; and, in spite of
the advantages it formerly had, that
field was now deserted. Many persons
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at Esperance were giving attention to
the cultivation of the soil; and it was a
mistaken prejudice on the par. of mem-
bers to assume that the soil on that side
of the colony was barren. As to Esper-
ance receiving its preduce and supplies
from South Australia, it should be re
membered that every goldfield and every
port in the colony received produce from
the eastern colonies. He would like it
placed on record that although this

‘survey was now being granted, he did not
‘believe the line was going to be con-

structed g0 soon as the Premier would
have the House think. Even now he
did not consider it too much to say ha
believed that when the line was ulti-
mately constructed it would come from
Esperdnce. In any case, however, he
had much pleasure in supporting the sur- .
vey froin Coolgardie to Norseman.

On the motion of Mr. LEAKE, progress
was reported and leave given to-sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 1'121 pam.
until the next day.

o«

Kegrslutibe @onneil,
Wednesday, 7th September, 1898.

Question: Foreign Companies and Share
Registers—Imported Labour Registry Act
Amendment. Bill, first reading—Companies
Agt Amendment Bill, first reading (debate)
—Bankruptcy Act Amendment Bill, third
reading—Public Education Bill, third rezd-

ing—Interpretation Bill, in Commlttee Te-
ported—Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at
4.30 o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

QUESTION : FOREIGN COMPANIES AND
SHARE REGISTERS.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON asked the
Colonial Secretary: Are the Governmept



