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journey by railway at the usual time be-
fore the starting of the train was a tra,
yeller within the meaning of the Act.
Persons arriving by train at a railway
station distant a mile, from the town in
which they resided, and persona resident
in the town Who went to, the station for
the purpose of meeting the train were
travellers. These were the definitions
of travellers which had been decided by
the court. These decisions had been
given in England. In no inst~nce with-
in his knowledge-and he had a pretty
good memory of the cases which had been
decided-bad the court set aside a con,
viction of a magistrate for Sunday trad-
ing. In cases of selling without a -
cense the court had upset convictions,
but in no instance had the Supreme
Court set aside a conviction for Sunday
trading within his knowledge. If the
Committee proposed to limit the distance
and made the distance three miles for a
bona fide traveller, then the Committee
ought to open the hotels during certain
hours.

Roy. C. E. DEMPSTER: Nothing of
a beneficial character would come from
Sunday trading. He agreed with the
remarks of the Colonial Secretary with
regard to drinkin on Sunday. Sunday
was a day of rest; and it should be a
day of rest to the publican and all his
employees, who required as much rest
and relaxation as anybody else. There-
fore we should be wrong in allowing the
publican to sell on Sunday.

Box. F. T. CROWDER: It was impossible
to give the publican rest.

Ho,;. C. E. DEMPSTER-: If the publi-
can was not compelled to open on Sun-
day he would have rest.

Box. F. WHsITCOMBE: What about his
boarders?

Roy. F. M. STONE said he was willing
to accept the amendment proposed by
Air. Kidson.

Amendment (Mr. Kidson's) put and
passed.

New clause as amended put, and divi-
sior, taken with the following result: -

Ayes ... .. . . . 7
Noes .. . . . .-. 5

Majority for ... ... 2

Ayes.
Hon. H. Briggs
Eon. F. T. Crowder

Eton. R. S. Haynes
Hon. A. B. Kidgon
Hon,. F. A1L Stone
Hon. F. Whitecinbo
Ron. W. Spencer

(Teller)

Noes.
Hon. C. E. DJempster
Hon. W. T. totoa
Hon. C. A. Pimno
Hon. RI McLnrty
Hon, G. Randell

Cfenlerl

Question thus passed, and the clause
added to the Bill.

Progress reported, and leave given
to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at

until the next day.
9.50

Ifkfislatrt assethkg,
Tuesday, 6th September, 1898.

Papers 1 ,resented-Question: Gold Export and
Divulging of Information--Question: Fre-
mantle Harbour Works, Dredging-Ques-
tion: Peak Hill Goldflelds Company,
Charge against Warden-Reappropriation
of Loan Moneys Bill, in Committee (re-
sumed); Third Schedule, Division on item,
Mount Leonora Railway Survey; pro-
gress reported-Adjournment.

THEr SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAP'ERS PRESENTED.
By the PREmiER: Perth Public Hos--

pital, Report for 1897-8.
Ordered to lie on the table.
By the MINISTER OF MNS: Kingsley

Hall Reward Gold Mine, Papers re Non-
forfeiture. The MINISTER stated that
these papers, being required by the De-
partnient, should be returned at an early
date.

Tha SPEAE said bom. members
might inspect the papers, but that they
need not be formally laid on the table,I
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as in such case they must remain in
charge of the House till the end of the
session.

Papfers submitted ifor inspection., ao-
cordingly.

QUESTION: GOLD EXPORT ANID
DIVULGING OF INFORMATION.

AIR. KENNY asked the Mini-ter of
Mimes, Whether a warden had authority
to divulge the amount of gold which had
been declared at his office for a special
escort, immediately after it had been, iip
confidence, declared to hinm, as required
by the department, previous to its being
escorted, when by so doing the result was
published in the press four days after
the crushing was completed, and before
it was possifie, for the directors or share-
holders of the company to receive the in-
formation?

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. Hf.
B. Lefroy) replied that a warden had no
authority to divulge information which
had not become public property, and
which it was desired should be kept con-
fidential.

QUESTION: FREMANTLE HARBOURt
WORKS, DREDGING.*

Ma. GEORGE asked the Director of
Pubfic Works-i, How the quantity of
sand now being dredged in connection
with the Fremantle harbour works was
arrived at; whether by net actual dredge
contents or by soundings and calcula-
tions therefrom? 2, To what point up
the river the scheme provided for dredg-
ing, and to what depth?

THEa DIRECTOR OP PUBLIC WORKS
(Bon. F. H. Piesse) replied: 1, By dredge
contents. 2, To road bridge, but not to
full width. Depth 30 feet below Ad-
miralty low water (vfde copy map
P.W.D., W.A., 1427, laid on table of
House in December, 1891). It is not in
tended to carry dredging above Railway
Bridge; but, on the other band, the
basin below that bridge will be dredged
to two feet greater depth than originally
intended, so as to be 30 feet below what
has been ascertained to be the lowest
known low water, which is two feet be-
low Admiralty low water.

QUESTION: PEAK HILL GOLDFIELDS
COMPANY, CHARGE AGAI.hST
WARDEN.

MR. KENNY asked the Minister of
Mines, Whether the charge made by the
manager or the Peak. Hill Goldfields
Company, Limited, against the warden
of Peak Hill, on the second day of July
last, had been inquired into; and, if so,
tith what result?

THs MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. H.
B. Lefroy) replied that the matter was
still under inquiry.

IREAPPROPRIATION OF LOAN MONEYS
BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration resumed, Third Sche-
dule, railways.

Item, Donnybrook-Bridgetown railway,
£70,000:

MR. LEAKE asked the Commissioner

of Railways whether this amount of

THE COMMISSIONERt OF RAILWAYS (HOn.
F. H. Piesse): Yes; it would cove- allIclaims.

MR. LEAKE: Extras and everything?1
THE COMMISSION~ER OF RAILwAYS: Yes.
MR. LEAKE: To what amount, ap-

proxiimtely, did this bring up the total
sum? About £200,000 was it not?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
IWAYS: The amount expended to the end

of June, 1897, was X40,202; to the end
of June, 1898, £58,421 ; a total of
£98,623 up to date. A further sum of
£34,380 was required to coinplate, mak-
ing a gross total of £133,033. The sum
of £35,620 was advanced last year, and
L34,380 was required for payments this
year, making up £70,000 now asked for
by reappropriation.

MR. LEAKE: Then the claim for ex-
tras had to come in, and that would be
£30,000 or £40,000.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The claims might be, but the
Government were not likely to pay any-
thing like that amount.

AMR. GEORGE: What was the amount
of the contractl

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: £85,996 was the amount of the
contract, and the total gum would be
X 133,003, which, of course, included the
rails and other things.
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Item passed.
Item, Collie Coalfield railway, £6,000.
MR. GEORGE: In regard to the Collie

coalfield railway, he would like simiar
questions to be answered.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYTS: There wasan extiacost in rela-
tion to various works which were, neces-
sar-y to be carried out. It was necessary
to make some additional connections, in-
cluding that with the Brunswick station,
and there had also been extra work in
regard to the Collie coalield line. These
things, entailed an expenditure of some-
thing like £6,000, so that the amount
which that railway had cost over and above
the sum arrived at last year was very
small.

MR. GEORGE: Did that sum cover
the claims as welli

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIIr
WAYS: Ye&

MR. GEORGE: Was it the same with
regard to the M nzies railvaIv

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Yes.

Item passed.
Item, Menzies railway, £25,000-

agreed to.
Item, Greenhills Railway, £20,000:
Mn. IT.LINGWORTH~ moved that the

item be struck out. When the Bill for con-
structing this railway was submitted to
Parliament, it wvas distinctly stated that
the line was to be built out of revenue.
He had no hesitation in saying that
£52,000 for the Greenhills railway, a
length of 12 mnils-

THE PREMIER: The hon. member should
not extend it.

MR. ILLINOWORTE: Would the Pre-
mier state the accurate length?

THE CornussioNER or' RAILWAYS: The
length was 14 miles.

IN. flLINC-WORTI: That, was
£4,000 a mile. The construction of this
railway was one of the grossest political
jobs ever perpetrated in this colony.

THE PREMIER: The member for Central
Murchison should not say that. How was
it a job? Who got anything out of it?

Ma. ILLINGWORTH: £20,000 ought
not to have been allowed for deviation
to take it into York. It was agrs
political job, and a bribe to a consti-
tuency.

THE PREME: The York deviation did
not cost so much as that.

MR. ILLINOWORTE: But it was a
political job, all the same.

THE PREMIER: The member for Central
Murchison knew he ought not to say these
things.

MR. ILjLINGWORTH: Whether these
things ought to be said or not, he
was going to say them. Ho was not in
the habit of saying things which he ought
not to say, but occasionally he might be
allowed latitude as well as the right lion.
gentleman.

ThE PREMIER: The hon. member should
not say these things. Unkind things
might be said about him.

MR. ILLIN\G-WO RTfl: tiFhe Premier
might say what he liked.

THE PREMIER: A good deal might be
said.

AIR. ILLING-WORTH: The Premier
c1ould say all he was able to say, in that
way. It was distinctly understood that
I his railway was to be built out of re-
venue, and now we were asked to saddle
the country with £20,000 of loan money.
It was bad enough to take the money out
of revenue. Here was one of those cook-
spur railways, 14 miles long, as the Com-
missioner had said, though it was nearer
12; but taking it at 14 miles, this rail-
way would never pay for axle grease. it
was made through the Hardley estate, and
the Government afterwards bought that
estate.

THn PREMIER: Terrible I Terrible!I
AIR. ILtINGWORTH: There was a

major-ity in this House who, of course,
would support the Premier in this kind of
thing.

MR. A. FoRREST: The member for Ce-
tral Murchison voted for the construction
of this railway.

MR. ILLINC-WORTH: No.
THE PREMIER: People who lived in glass

houses ought not to throw stones.
MR. ILLINOWORTH: Where did the

reference to glass houses come in? 11h
would allow the Premier to throw at an',
glass house as long as he liked, providedl
the Premier confined himself to the truth

THE PREMIER: That was what was re-
quired of the member for Central Mur-
chison.

Mx. ILLINGWORTH: It was dis-
tinctly understood-by this House that the
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Oreenhills railway was to be built out of
revenue. This railway would not pay in-
terest on the cost.

THE PitxiRn: According to the opinion
of the hon. member, we bad lots of these
railways in the colony. The Bunbury
railway was formerly spoken of by thc
hon. member in that way.

MR. Osoacs: The member for Central.
Murchison did not say that. It was a
Government supporter who did so.

MR. TLLINGWORTH: The Banbury
railway was built before he (Mr. Illing-
worth) was a member of this House; so
he did not sea where that came in.

THE PREMIER: The Cue railway.
MR. ILLTNGWORTH: That railway

should have been built by private enter-
prise.

TwE Pannan: Then private people
would not have got the worth of the axle-
grea se.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: It would not
have been an injury to the country.

THE PREMIER: There was no objec-
tion to the hon. member moving in this
wvay, but when he cast aspersions on the
Government, they must be resented. The
hon. member told us that the Government
built this railway to serve some political
ends, and that the property was bought
by the State in order to cover up what
had been done. He did not like to say
anything nasty of any member, but the
st~tement of the member for Central
Murchison was absolutely without founda-
tion, aad was also unworthy of him. The
hon. member knew perfectly well that he
(the Premier) would not say anything
with regard to him that would reflect
upon his personal honour.

MR. ILLINOWORTH said he was talkinp
politics.

Tie PREMIER: The hon. member
could not get away' from the position, by
s ying he was talking politics. If he
(the Premier) acted dishonourably as a
politician, he acted dishonourably as a
man.

MR. ILLINORT said he was not re-
ferring to the Premier personally, and
what the rhrht hon. gentleman said did
not apply.

Tm PREMIER: An accusation had
been made that the Government dishon-
curably built a political railway, and then
bought land to cover up the transaction.

Ma. ILLNowoRTH: The Mount Hardey
estate was purchased by the Government,
after it had been improved by making a
railway through it.

Tan PREMIER : Having taken no part
himself in the purchase, of this estate, be
could only say that it was purchased at
£1 an acre, after having been improved,
fenced in, and a railway running through
it; and if an estate which hadobeen im-
proved for the last 50 years, fenced in,
part of it cultivated, and the whole of it
ringbarked, and with a railway runningr
through it, was dear at £1 an acre, the
hon. member must have a poor opinion
of the value of land in this colony. if
this improved land was not worth what
the Government gave, for it, then it was a
very poor advertisement for Western Aus-
tralia. The statement made by the hon.
member was absolutely without founda-
tion. This land came into, the market in
.an unexpected manner, and the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands availed himself of
the opportunity of purchasing it, and in
doing so made a very good bargain. The
estate was situated within two miles of
York, and was fit for agriculture, and be-
sides haiing this railway running through
it, the estate was close to the Beverley
railway. Therefore, if an estate of that
character was not worth £1 an acre, after
all these years ol cultivation, and after
£3,000 or £4,000 bad been anent on it
by the last owner in ringbarking and fur-
ther improving it, then the hon. member
must have a poor opinion of the value of
land in this colony. The hon. member
was not in a position to throw stones at
him (the Premier), and it was a dis-
ho".ourable insinuation, ELathehon. member
knew, to savthatthe purchase ofthis estate
was a Political job. He resented the in-
sinuation, because it was against his (the
Premier's) personal honour.

MR. ILLINowoUTH said hgdid not want
to touch the Premier's personal honour.
He knew it was impregnable.

Tan PREMIER said he hoped that was
was so. With regard to the Greenhills
railway, it had been commenced with the
intention of constructing Ut out of re-
venue, and £32,000 had been expended
on it out of revenue; but the railway
was now completed, and taken over, and
the Government proposed to pay what re-
.nained due out of loan to the amount of
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£20,000 stated in the schedule, rather
than increase the deficit- 'p paying the re-
mainder of revenue, hiaving spent
£32,000 out of revenue, he did not
see why the remaining £20,000 should
necessarily be spent out of revenue, too.
As to the amount of the year's deficit, to
which the lion. member had referred, it
was not so much as one month's revenue
of the colony, though the hon. member
wanted to pile it up and make it appear
very Iarge. He hoped this item would be
allowed to stand in the schedule.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: The Premier
had completely mistaken the position.
The Assembly had been asked to pass an
agricultural railway on the understanding
that it was to be built out of revenue ;
and what he was protesting against was
that the Assembly should first be asked
to pass a railway upon one line of policy,
and then be asked afterwards, as the Com-
mittee were now, to alter the line of
policy and pay the remainder of the coat
in another way. It was his. conviction
that, if the Government had in the first
instance asked that the Greenkifls. railway
should be built out of loan money, it
never would have been passed. (MR.
LEAKU: Hear, hear.) The only reason
why it was consented to by himself and
others was on the clear undefstandiing
that this railway was to be built out of
revenue, and that it was not to, be a perma-
nent charge on the colony. What he was
objecting to, and must protest against,
was the change of policy in regard to this
railway; and it was no use for the Pre-
mier to attempt to hide it by making a.
personal attack on him. That railway
would never have been passed by the As-
sembly if the, proposal, in the first in-
stance, -were to build it out of loan
money for £952,000.

TusE PREMIER said he believed it would.
MR. ILLLNGWVORTH: It was a pure

question, of opinion. The Government
had no right to come in with one line t
policy, and then, when theo work was
partly done, come in with an entire
change of policy. Where was this to endI
The Committee were now asked to load
posterity with a charge of £,20,000 upon
the Railway Department for interest and
sinking fund. These cockspur lines,
built at £24,000 a. mile, as in this cw i.,
were the things which had necked the

Victorian railways and left that colony
eleven millions in debt; end this sort ti

thing would crush the main railway sys-
tern of this colony, if it went on.

THE Pantisa: The hon. member tsaid
the Government had been buying land
as, a Job.

A. ThLINGWORTH: What was said
was that the railway) was a job, a politi-
cal job, and the Premier had not resented
that

THE Pmum said he understood the
hon. member applied that term also to
the purchase of the land.

MR. ILLINOWOUTH: That was an
entire misunderstanding. He said that
the land had been purchased after the
railway had been projected.

THE PREMIER: The hon. member in-
sinuated that the Government bought
land as a. job, too.

MR. ILLJNGWORTH: What was said
and what he protested against was that,
as an inducement to have a cookapur
railway, this line was to be built out of
revenue; and Parliament consented to
it on the understanding that it was to
cost £30,000, and the money was to come
out of revenue; whereas £52,000 were
now found to have been expended, and,
the railway being now completed, the
Committee were asked to transfer the
remaining £20,000 to loan account. He
objected to that principle.

'Mn. MONGER: Having complimented
the hon. member previously on the mild-
ness and moderation of his speeches, he
was surprised to hear the hon. member
on this occasion charging the Govern-
mnent with. having perpetrated a pza
job. That must refer to himself (Mr.
Monger), as representative of the district,
and it implied that the political job waF
done to purchase his, support for the Gov-
ernment.

MR . IijuNwowRa: Not at all. They
had the hon. member before.

Mn. MONGER The political Jab
meant that they were purchasing his sup-
port.

MR. fw.Lxowonnh: The hon. member
was bound to the Government.

MR. MONGER: No more bound than
any member of the Honse. He had
never had anything from the Government.
The hon. member had received far more
than he had for his district.

[ASSEMBLY.] in 00mmatee.



Reappropriation Bill: [6 SEPTEMBER, 1898.] in Ooimmittee. 14833

MnR. ILLLNOW0RTH: What had the Coy-
rument given to him?
MR. MONGER: Everything the hion.

iember had asked for. When the lion.
jember made these nasty, dirty remarks
ithe House, and especially when they

,ere made, applicable to himself (Mr.
longer), and when the Governmientiwere
caed of having, consented to the eoni-
:ruetion of this railway as a grass poli-
cal job, he must say the hion. member
as stating that which he knew to be
bsolutely untrue.

MR. ILLINOWORMH: It was true, and the
on. member knewv it.

MR. MONGER said he w%-ould like to
ive the lion. member the, lie direct, but,
sing in the House, he could not do so.
'he lion. member bad eharacterised this
mall line of railway as a. political job.
;was at first thought the revenue of

ae country would be sufficient for the con-
ruction of this and other lines, or cock-

cur-s, as the hon. member called them;
nd he (Mr. Monger) represented the dis-
-ict which happened to have been fortu-
ate in having the first of Ruch railwVays
instructed in it. Owing to the slight
nancial depression, the other lines of
r-icultural railway, though surveyed, had

at yet been started. Perhaps it was
)rtunate they had not been started ;
ut the line in the York district
'as commenced when i-he Govern-
ient were in affluent, circumstances;
nd it was for the hion. member
dfr. Illingwvorth) and his friends to show
sat the future would not prove the G4ov-
7mment to have been right in construct-
ig this line. The hion. member said Los
ne would not pay for axle-grease. It
as easy to make such statements ; but
on. members would recollect that every
vilway proposal of the Government in
ie past had been received with sirmilar
sparaging remarks from the Opposition
de of the House. For this line, which
ad been taken over only a few days ago
y the Government, and had not yet been
orked by the State for a whole week, to
e criticised in such a manner wvas most
nfair. As to the purchase of a property
-ar the railway since its construction, that
as one of the finest properties ever pur-
aased by the Government; and if the
on. member bad called for a return of

the sales of land and the settlement on
that estate-

MRs. A. FoRREsT: Such return was on
the table of the House.

MR. MONGER: Well, it would show
that the Government had made a fair in-
vestment, in the purchase of this pro-
perty. The Cominittee should not agree
to strike out the item. It was regret-
table that this short line of railway had
cest so much; hut the lion. member
had no justification for saying the Govern-
ment had been a party to a gross political
job. The action of the Government in
granting such a slight concession to the
York district had not in any way, carried
him nearer to the Government side than
he was before.

MR. ILLINOWORTH: It was not possible
for the hon. member to he nesa-er.

MR. MONGER: As regarded that, he
wa~s quite as independent as the hon. mem-
ber. He wanted nothing from the Gov-
ernment ; though what he had asked for
in moderation had always bean granted,
and he presumed the hon. member must
say the same with regard to the Central
Murchison. He trusted the lion. inemuer
would never again accuse the Government
of having attempted to bribe hin.

Mn. A. FORREST asked the lion. mnem-
ber (Mir. Illingworth) to withdraw ii;
amendment. Same two years ,igo the
House had passed this railway, to be
built out of revenue; but now it wvas
found there was not sufficient money to
the credit of the general revenue to pay
f )r the remaining portion, and hence the
proposal to pay the remaining £20,000
out of loan. This money had already
been practically expended, and it was
necessary to pay the public creditor.

Tan PREMiER: The public creditor
had been paid.

MR. A. FORREST: If the proposal
wvere not agreed to, the liability would
still remain, and it was far better to pay
this at once out of loan. As an illus-
tration, if a business man commenced
by always paying cash down, he would
find himself, after a certain time, in
financial difficulties and would have to
gsat money outside. This was a similar
case. The Government, when the line
was proposed, bad-~plenty of money, and
said they would build it out of revenue.
They now found they had not sufficient



1484 Reaprorition Bill: [ASSEMBLY.] in Committee.

money, and were adopting the pro-
par course by proposing to pay the
balance out of loan. Her would say
nothing in respect of the remarks con-
cerning political jobs. Those who made
them must take care of themselves. He
knew this railway would tap asood coun-
try, and that the land purchased by the
Government would be a valuable asset,
awl of great benefit to the colony.

Mn. GEORGE: No doubt the money
would have to be found for this parti-
cular item, but the hon. member (Mir.
llhingworth) evidently wished to dwell
more upon the general principle of such
expenditure than upon the particular
item.

THE PaRMIR: A principle might some-
times be run to death.

MR, GEORGE; That was so; aad
when it was dead it could be buried.

tte principle the hon. member wished
to bring beore tbe CLmmtee was that if
mnembers were to -sit es representatives
of the people, the questions submitted
by the Government for their decision
should have truth for their basis. He
was not impugning the veracity of the
Premier; hut the Government had
asked this House, in the first in-
stance, to pass this railway at an
estimated cost exclusive of rolling
stock, of £30,000. No doubt the Mini-
ster who introduced the proposal
thought thie estimate correct; but nowv
£30,000 had been spent and £20,000
miore was wanted; so that this House
should originally have been asked for
£50,000 instead of £30,000. Hon. mem-
bers wanted explanation. why that liabi-
lity of £20,000 had been incurred over
and above the original vote-whether it
represented works decided upon after
the, estimate was given, or whether
it meant that those responsible for the
estimate, were at fault. Frequently he
had occasion to draw the attention of the
House to estimates which had been
largely exceeded. Would such things be
tolerated in any private business?

THE PREMiER: It must be remem-
bered that there were lots of underdrafts
also.

Ma. GEORGE: The right hon. gentle-
man could not be persuaded to, look at
such matters from a. commercial man's
point of view.

THE PREMIER: What made a cnI
mercial man?

MLip GEORGE: A commercial nni
was one who had a systematic traina
and had to spend his own money
stead of other people's.

MaK. A. FoRREST: Where could eatch
man be found?
M. GEORGE: Certainly there we

not many in this place. No doubt v
had all tried to spend other people
money, but everyone had not been,
successful as the hon. member. Fith'
the estimate in this case was purpose
kept down-

Tim PRBE1IER: The estimate was ma(
before the survey.
MR. GEORGE:'Whoever made thi

estimate dlid not understand his busines
and was unfit to he entrusted with ti
making of future estimates, such
those on. which the Committee wou.
have to vote in the course of next weed
The Commissioner of Railways ahou.
certainly give some explanation of how
mistake of £20,000 was made in
£30,000 job.

Tue PREiMIER: The estimate was mac
before the survey.

ML- GE ORGE: Then it should rn
have been placed before the Rouse at a)
N--- railway should be estimated befoi
being surveyed. From what we knew
the engineering staff, he could not b.
lieve that such had been done-could ru
believe they had been such fools. Thei
must be some other explanation.

TasE COMIMISSIONER OF RAIl
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): The estimal
placed before the House when the vol
was taken last year wa-s only an assume
one, and the tender exceeded it by som'
thing like £17,000. The first proposi
was to construct a railway from a pois
four wiles on the Beverley side of YorJ
but the soil in the district through whic
the line now ran was better for its 'vhol
length than that of the route originall
intended. Moreover, if the junction he
becen at a point four miles on the Beverle
side of York, it would have necessitate
the erection of a junction station, and a
officer in charge which would have .e!

tailed extra. expense; and the bsavin
effected by the course adopted would muc
more than compensate for the £5,000 c
£6,000 which was the extra, coat of bringan
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ie line to York. Besides, representations
7era made by the York people that it
rould be to the advantage of. persons in
hat district, and in Greenhill% also, to
[ave the line brought into the town. fly

he arrangements in existence to-day, the
,overnment were running three trains a
reek to Greenhills. The train which came
o Beverley, arriving some time after
our p.m., was detained for a sufficient
ime to enable the engine to run
ut to Greenhills, and in this way the

ost was not increased much. In his
,pinion, the present service would meet
ill the demands likely to be made unon
he Railway Department for some time
n connection with the carriage of goods
a and from Greenhills; and , by the
ourse adopted, the expense wvas lessened
a every way possible, whilst the Govern-
sent were meeting the wishes of the
)eople by carrying their goods, and also
y,, conveying passengers to and fro.

MR. GEORGE: It seemed that the
£ 30,000 put before the House ureviously
vas an assumed estimate. Therefore, at
hat time the Government knew the y had
ait counted the cost. That being so, they
tad no right to ask the Hlouse to pas s thisa
tern for £20,000 more. A session
itwo ago, he (Mr. George) referred to

he Government House ball-room, and
bat vote was cut down to £15,000. In
-egard to the newv asylum, a sum of Y2,6 s
van first put on the Estimates, but no-
hing 'vas done in the year in which it
ippeared. Then the amount grew until
t got to about £15,000, subsequently
ncreasing to £30,000, and still nothinii
vau done. The last year in which that
vork appeared on the Estimates, the
mount was £55.000. If members were
,oing to sit in this House as reasonable
aen and as8 represcrntstives of the country,
he truth should be placed before them.

MR. LEAKE: The member for Central
furchison (Mr. Tllingworth) was perfecuy

-ight in drawingr the attention of the
louse to the fact that this was a railway
vhich was pressed on the ground that it
vas to be built out of revenue. Had it
rnt been so, it never would have been
nentioned, and would not have been
)ased.

THE Nsuiur: It was mentioned many
,ime&

M. LEASE: Because the Government
were booming their revenue at the time,
they thought they could be extravagant.
This was one of the extravagances that
bad brought the Government to their pre-
sent state of depression. Had it not been
understood that this railway was to be
built out of revenue, we never should have
heard of it; and it was absurd for Minis-
ters to say they were justified in asning
for the railway to be paid for out of loan
money. It was difficult to know whether
the error arose from ignorance or design ;
but he was inclined to think the former,
because we had overwhelming evidence of
the ignorance of the Works Deoiartnaent
on questions of great public moment.

yTnE PREMIER: The estimate was made
byhimself.
MR. LEAKE: Well, it was crass ignor-

ance. The right hon. gentleman's ignor-
ance was even more profound than that
of his colleague. The Premier led the
House to believe that the Donnybrook-to-
Bridgetown railway was going to cost
about £100,000.

TnE PREMIER: Such was not the case.
He denied that absolutely. The records
of the House would show it. The
£100,000 was for a railway towards
Bridgetown.

MR. LEASE: The Premier knew per-
fectly well at the time that it would cost
about £150,000. At any rate, through
somebody's ignorance, a. vote of £30,000
for the Greenhills railway passed through
this House; and this was only one of
many mistakes of this kind, and now we

*had to bear the burden of it. In regard
to the Second Schedule, we baa been
asked to reappropriate £100,000 for
works which were started on the idea that
the money would be paid out of revenue
-be refeirred to public batteries and
works on the goldfieldsi There was good
reason to complain. It would he noticed,
too, that in the next part Of this schedule
wve were asked to vote £30,000 for the
Bunbury harbor works. All along it was
understood that this work would be com-
pleted out of revenue. We were back on
the old ground again ; for we had no
revenue, and therefore must complete the
work out of loan. In fact, the position
the Government took was that we must
pass these reappropriations, no matter how
the Ministry had misled the House, and
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that we must do this to get them out of
the difficulty. Yet we were asked to pat
these gentlemen on the back, and say
what admirable and excellent administra-
tors they were! Whlen this railway was
first proposed, it was opposed by the mem-
ber for Beverley, who generally estimated
things at a pretty fair value.

THE PREMIER: That was a question of
route.

MR. LEASE: No, doubt this railway
was one of the many political jobs that
the Government bad been guilty of ; and
he was glad to think the Ministry did not
resent the assertion that it was a, job, and
that they left it to 'the member for York
to do so. He supposed no one in the
House would deny that it was one of the
many jobs perpetrated by means of which
the Government had been able Io keen in
power; but it would be far better if hon.
gentlemen were more jealous of the
country's interests than of their own per-
sonal honour. It was not in the interests
of the country that we should be com-
mitted, in one session, to works which
were to be constructed out of revenue, and
afterwards find ourselves led lindly oy
the Ministry into, a difficulty from which
there was no escape except by voting loan
moneys for the purpose. It was not as
if the Ministry said, "We have made a
mistake, but this shall not occur again .
They repeated the mistake over and 'over
again, and defied this (the Onnosition)
side of the House, knowing they could
command the votes of members on the
other side. This question was growing
into a tonstitutional scandal, and he must
ask hon. members to say whether they
would allw it to continue for ever. lijis
might be the first, but it would not be
the last, case of the kind. The.Govern-
ment had muddled up the finances, and
got them into such a terrible bungle that
they did not know how they stood, and
were oM ized to borrow to pay their debts.

Amendment (Mr. flingworth's) put
and negatived.

Item passed.
Item, Survey of Railway from Menzies

to Mount Leonora, £4,000:
Mn. VOSPER moved that the item

be struck out. It was not necessary to
argue this question at length, for it
was well known that this railway was
not to be constructed for some indefinite

term; and this amount might be d
voted to some more useful purnose.
survey simply meant the opening of
country, obtaining certain informatio
and laying down pegs, which might I
left there for a, long time. Other que
tions, were involved, but he would n
touch on them at present. To spen
£9,000 on two surveys under these ci
cumistances would be a wilful and extrax,
gaint waste of public money.

TRE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir
Forrest): The motion itself did not sn
prise him, but he, was surprised at tI
member who moved it; for, while I
could well understand that members r
presenting parts of the country whh(
felt no particular interest in this lin
might be indifferent to it, he could n,
understand that a member representii
a goldfield should move to strike th
item out. Such action showed eithi
that the hon. member had a patriot
feeling animating him, or that he repr
seated a high-minded and generous co:
stituency, which did not want any mon
spent in the colony, even to benefit thi
constituency, unless the expenditure wi
fully justified. He (the Premier) wi
not prepared to give the hon. snembi
or his constituency credit for that hig
feeling, for he believed that, as a rul
members and their constituents we:
imbued with the ordinary feelings
humanity, and were not generally like
to oupose, what was for their own benefi

MR,. Vosprn: That was the lowest feE
ing.

Trrs PREMIER : The hon. memb4
and his constituency Were, he assume,
animated by the ordinary feelings, at
not by the lowest. Members won'
know, as practical men, that if a, measiv
were broualht forward for the intere
and advantage of a. constituency, thi
constituency would seldom or never a
pose such a measure.

MR. Vosnma said he had opposed t1
Coolg-ardie water scheme, at the time I
wa~s stand ing for election.

Twn PREMIER: Yen; the bon. mer
ber opposed it for newspaper purnop
-that was all. For no other i-east
whatever. Yet he had changred h
ominion, on that question since he canr
into this House. because it suited hii
to do so. The goldfields newepapi
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which the hon. member formerly edited
was run for the purpose of making it
pay, and for no other purpose.

MR. VosPRsu It did pay, too.
Tan PREMIER said he did not think

it did.
J fn. lrosinna: It got into the hands of

the Official Receiver, afterwards.
THE PREMIER: That newspaper, when

it was edited by the boak. member, did
anm immense amount of harm to the gold-
fields of the colony, and polluted the at-
mosphere of those goldfields.

MR. MORAN: flat was the general
opinion.

Tan PREMIER: Having this opinion
of the hon. member's action, he was glad
to say it publicly that his action while
editing that paper polluted the atmc,-
sphere of those goldfield. But the
question before the Committee was a
serious one, and he wished to deal with
it calmly and moderately. The ques-
t ion was whether it was advisable, in the
interests of the country, that a survey
ahould be made from Menzies -aid Ni-
rtgara, as far as Mount Leonora, a. dis-
tance of 70 mite& It went without say-
Ing that, when a Government proposed
-% survey for a railway, the proposal irn-
ilied that the Government were in favour
3f the construction of the line. No one
,as more opposed than he to naak-
:ng surveys for railways: in order to serve
;he purpose of the moment, and give
;atiefaction to people who were bringing
Dressure, to, bear onL the Government for
% particular work. unless there was a real
nteation. of buildingy the railway. It was
ibsolutely mischievous to make a. sur-
icy, unless the Government propos-
ug it had a serious intention of con-
itructing that railway. It only meant
;hat the proposa would deceive people,
)y leading them to believe that a rail-
ray was to be made, when there was n
ntention of making it. But that wagi
tot the present case, for the Government
silly believed that a railway from Men-
lea to Mount Leonora was one which
mugt to he constructed at the earliest
noment; they beieved it was a. railway
vhicb would pay; they believed it would
'pen up one of the best auriferous areas
n the colony; and they believed
t would be altogether in the in-
crest of the colony, as well asa in the

interest of the goldield, to coast ruct
that railway. [MR, MoaoAss H.IEear,
hear.] When the Government first pro-
posed to build this railway, they did not
see as far as some other people had seen
snee. They did not see--although per-
haps they ought to have seen-that there
would be a hornet's nest rising from
Geraldton, from Mount Magnet, from
Cue, from Nannine, from Northampton,
from the Green ough-he could not say it
had yet got as far as Dongarra-from all
those places a hornet's newt had been. ris-
ing, which seemed to show that the people
in those localities believed they were to
he injured by the proposal of the Govern-
ment to build this railway from Menzies
to Mount Leonora, and that to do so was
attacking the interests of their particu-
lar constiuencies. Hfe could assure hon.
members and assure the people of the
colony that, when he first considered this
question and determined to recommend
to Parliament the construction of this
line, the fact that the people of these dis-
tricts would sonsider their interests in-
juriously affected never entered his mind.
Perhaps it ought to have done, but it
seemed to him so absurd that to extend
a. railway whiich was already in existence
70 miles farther to a valuable auriferous
country and to places which already iised
Menzies as their distributing centre,
would be construed as an attack on the in-
terests of these other places.. If this
railway were never to be built, the
people of Mount Leonora, Mount Mar-
garet, Mount Samuel, Mount Ida, and
even Lawlers would go to, Menzies as. their
nearest distributing centre, as sure as
the nigpht followed the day; and those
people were not likely to go the longer
distance of 250 or 270 miles to Mount
Magnet as the railway station most con-
venient for them, when they could reach
a railway at Menzies only 70 or 80 miles
distant. Therefore those persons who
were raising political complications in re-
gard to tapping the traffic by m aking this
railway, and injuring, as they said, the
interests of other d istricts, were only beat-

ing the air; for it could not happen that
the traffic of those north-east districts,
leaving out Lawlers-though he thought
even the Lawlers traffic would eventually
tro to Menzies--could ever go to Mount
Magnet when it could go a aborter dis-
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tance to a railway at Menzies. No one
had any desire, and certainly he had not,
to divert traffic fromt any place out of its
natural coursa Traffic would go along
such routes as best suited it. A railwvay
having been made to Menzies, we might
depend upon it that all the traffic within
140 miles of that station would go there,
and that no inducement which could be
offered to draw that traffic 250 or 300
miles in another direction would have
that effect. It went without saying that,
in building railways in one direction, the
effect was to bring traffic in that direc-
tion, although such traffic might not have
gone in that direction before. He be-
lieved, however, the TM ount Leonora
traffic had always gone in the Menzies
direction, and not in the direction of
Mount Magnet. He had never heard of
traffic going from Mount Leonora to
Mount Magnet, but he knew the Lawlarp
traffic had always gone in that direction.

AIR. TLLINoRrR: It was nearer to a
port

Tim PREMIER: People who were tra-
veiling far away from the sea-board did
not care about a port, for they wanted a
railway station. He knew that, when
travelling 200 or 300 miles in the
bush, and when he reached a railway
station, he felt that his journey was prac-
tically finished, hecause the rest of the
run by rail homeward was a mere baga-
telle. It was the same with the people of
those goldfields, for they wanted to get to
the nearest railway station in the shortest
possible time, as they knew they could
then do the rest of the journey quickly.

Mn. MORAN: And they often wanted
to stop at the big centres, en route.

THE PREMIER: Yes. Surely the peo-
ple in Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie, Kanowna,
Broad Arrow, Menzies, and all the easit-
ern goldfields; would find it advantageous
to be conneted with the Mount Leonora
district. How could it be a disadvan-
tage to them? If they had any interests
there, they could visit the lcality. If
there were any trade worth having in
those parts, they could get a share of
it. Apparently, the bon. member who
had moved this amendment (Mr. Vosner)
not only did not want a share of that
traffic, but would like to drive it away
from the place he represented. If there
were any traffic at Mount Leonora that

would be valuable to Kanowna, or Bros
Arrow, if there were any people
Kanowna. or Broad Arrow who would lik
to have something to do with Morn
Leonora or Mounfl 'Margar(et, the his
mnenxltr )wvould saqi to them: "If yo
want to go there, you shall go by road
an4, however anxiouo the Covernnter
may be to give you facilities to travel b)
rail, I will take care you shall not do v~
because I shall strike out even the pr4
vision that a railway survey be made.
That was the meaning of the bon. men
her's proposal, and that was what hi
constituents ought to consider, if the
considered the matter at all, that tE
Government were trying to help thet
by giving means of communication a
the goldfields-trying to weld togethu
all the different interests in those gob(
fields.

Mn. LEASE: Why not build the rai
wayI

Ma. ILLIjYoWoRTH: Would not that al
ply to the other side as well as to thli
Why not build the railway to Lawlersi

Tus PREMIER: Because it was tc
far-200 miles!I The Government wet
nowv trying to deal with the Leonora di
trict-one of the best and most promi:
ing districts in, the colony, as farv
could be seen. The hon. member woul
have us build a line 200 miles to Las
lers and 270 miles more to Mount Leoj
ora, and would doubtless support a pn
posal to start it from Mount Magnet
the Murchison district. The hon. men
ber dared not refuse to do so as membf
for Central Murchison. He (the Pr,
mier had never seen the hon. membc
vote against the Central Murchison ye
The hon. member dare not refuse hi
Rapport to that proposal, but would vat
for a, railway 270 miles long, while b
would not voate for a railway 70 milc
lon from Menzies to Mount Leonor,
which would givei the same facilitici
The hon. member would not even vat
for a survey of the 70 miles. He (th
Premier) would not say he was indifferer
to the wishes of his own constituent
He was anxious to please them; but h
would not go on all-fours and grovelt
his constituentK. Ho would Atell then
as he had told them before, that whe
they wanted something he did not cot
aider was in the interests of the countr
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he was not prepared to support it, But
the hon. member (Mr. Illingworth) was,
not prepared to say that to his consti
tuents, nor was the member for -North'-
East Coolgardie (Mr, Vospe-), who would
-o on all-fours to his Constituents :and
grovel to them.

M.VOSPER said lie would not grovel
to the Premier, at any rate.

Tws PREMIER said he did not want
the hon. member to do so. He would
consider he was, doing something wrong,
if the hon. member grovelled to hint. le
wanted the hon. member to know that he
did not care for his frowns or hit; tood
opinion.

MR. Vos~aa: The feeling wag mutual.
Tfim PREMIER: That was all right.
Ma. LEAKI: What about the survey?
Tha PREMIER said he wanted to show

to those people who had taken up the
idea, that the Government, in respect of
this proposal, were trying to injure one
part of the colony at the expense of
another, that such idea never entered
his head, and that his only desire, ini
proposing this railway, was to give faci-
lities of transit to a promising goldfield,
and to afford to the whole of the eastern
goldfields the advantages of communica-
tion with that promising district. Take
the East Murehison goldfield, which of
course the Leonora, line would tap, and
what was its position? The returns fronm
the Elast Murohiso'n goldfibld were in-
cluded 'in the Murchison returns until
very recently; therefore, there was no
means of ascertaining the exact output
of gold up to the 1st August, 1897.
But for the remaining five months of
1897T, after 'the separate goldfleld was
declared and separate returns were made.
gold was exported from that district to
the value of P£36,924, and from the 1st
January to the 31st August in the pre-
sent year, 8 months, there had been
£56,912 worth exported; so that hon.
members could see that for 8 months
the return was about the same for the
last year and this, there being £7,000
worth of gold a month exported from this
far-famed East Murchison goldfield
which the Government were accused of
desiring to tan, and that the same quAn-
tity of gold had been exported in this
year, about X7.000 worth a month. For
the month of July £9,000 worth was; ohb-

tained; and for the, month of August
£11,000 worth. He believed in the near
future the East Murchison district would
be a. most promising part of the country;
but his, object was to show that it waw
not booming and jumping, ahead at a
tremendous rate at the present time,
and that the Government, in their desire
to give facilities of transit not only to
it, hut also to the Mount Margaret dis-
trict, would not be unduly influenced
by any great development that had taken
place in that part of the country. He
believed, also,, that the Lawler, Mount
Samuel and Lake Way districts would
progress at a rapid rate in the near
future. In regard to the Mount Mar-
garet goldfield, he found that it began
to keep separate returns on the 1st of
August in last year, and for the remain-
ing five months of 1897 the export waq.
£-33,006 worth of gold, and for the 8
months of 1898 the export was £97,732
worth. There bad been a, good move-
ment there, and that goldfield was show-
ing itself to be progressive. For the first
six months in 1898 X69,131 wrorth of gold
was, exported; for July £11,418 worth
was exported, and for August £11,179
worth:- so that it appeared to be on the
up-grade, and was likely to prove a very
important field. Considering the short
time it had been in existence as a gold
producer, and the very short time bat-
teries had been at work there, the re-
turns were altogether satisfactory, especi-
ally during the last 8 months; showing,
aw they did, an output of nearly
£100,000 worth of gold. These two gold-
fields, although separate, having different
wardens and distinct names, -were iden-
tically the same district. The same au-
riferous country ran through both, and
both were a continuation northward
of the Coolgardie goldfields going
from Menzies to Niagara, from Nia-
gaira to Lawlers, to Mount Sam-
uel, and to Lake Way;- in fact, all the
way from Dundas in the south to Lake
Way in the north, it was the same auni-
ferous, country.

Mn. ILLIrroWORTa H.]Fow far west was
Lawlers from L-onora,7

THE PREMIER! It was nort h-north-
west or north-wiest. It was certainly a
good deal from the westward of north.

A MunaxaR: About north-north-west.
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WE PREMIER: About north-north-
west 90 miles from Mount Leonora to
Lawlers ; so that it was all one auriferous
belt of country, and country that had been
developed under rest difficulties, being
so distant from railway communication.
It was not long since railway communica-
tion had been given to Mount Magnet and
to Menzies, so that boa. members could
realise at once the difficulties in the face of
which the developments in that part of the
country had proceeded ; and, seeing that
those two districts had, during this year,
exported £160,000 worth of gold, it,
showed that there was something being
done there, and that there was good hope
for the fut-ure. He would have liked these
observation to, be made by some mem-
ber who knew more of the district than
he, for, strange to say, since that district
had become gold-producing, be had not
visited it- He had travelled through the
country in 1869, but had no opportunity
of seeing it since, He hoped, however,
as soon as he could find time, to take oc-
casion to visit those districts and see the
developments, which were taking place.
The Leonora and Mount Margaret district,
together with Lawlers and Mount Samuel,
were among the most promising of the
outlying goldfields of this colony. He
would go further, and say to the member
for North-Eakt Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper)
.and the member for Central Murchison
(Mir. Illingworth), that whaktever might be
the result of tbpir endeavours to prevent
the survey of this railway, only a short
time would elapse before we would see
both thotle hon. members voting, not only
for the survey, but for the construction of
the railway. It could not be kept hack,
unless we were ready to maintain that the
gold in those districts was going to give
out. We had seen enough already, with
the limited means the inhabitants had at
their diqpoqal, of what those districts were
capable of producing; and to say that the
time was not near at hand when the rail-
war would run to Mount Leonora and on
to Lawlers, and he honed to Mount Mag-
net too, thus completine the circle, was to
say they had little faith in the develop-
mnent of that part of the country. It was
only a question of a& short time when that
railway would have to be constructed, and
he had no doubt whatever that the first

section that would be constructed would
be a railway from Menzies to Leonora.

MR. LIDAKSM: It could n ot be done withi n
three years, at any rate.

Tim PREMIER: Why? He did not
know why it should not.

Mn. LRAsf : Because the Government
had only got their loans authorized at twc
millions a. year.

Thn PREMIER: Another two millions
could be got, if necessary; and he would
perhaps have the felicity of seeing the
hon. member introducing the measure for
the construction of these lines.

Ma. LEAnE: Let the Government get
out of debt first.

Tm PREMIER: The ?Viagara dis-
trict, about 30 miles from Menzies, which
could not be described as very successful
yet, had suffered for want of capital and
want of knowledge, being tooo far away.

MR. GRaor: It was doing well now.
Mmi PREMIER: It was wonderful that

any people with money were willing to
go to such places as Niagara, Mount
Leonora, Lawlers, and Mount Samuel,
it spoke volumes for the energy and en,
terprise of our race that they were will-
ing to invest capital in such plaeft; and
the best thing the House could do was
for all hon. members to band themselves
together to visit those places personally,
and, when they came back, they would
be in a better position to judge what
was going on in this colony, and form
a better opinion of the proposals they
were now asked to support. But many
hon. members would not go, and those
who would not go, would not believe the
assurances of those who had gone. He
h~td brought forward this proposal for a
survey in order to keep faith with the
di~ricts ink question, and to encourage
them and give confidence to those peo-
ple who were trying to dev,-lon the out-
lying nortions of our goldfields. The
pronosal Was unqTuestionably in the in-
terests of the gold-producers of this col-
ony, and there was no constituency in
the goldfields, rartainlv none on the east-
ern goldfields, to Which the pronose-d
railway would not be an advantage. It
mu-4t be an srlvantage to a~l the Cool.
get-die zoldfiel-4s to he connected with
the, auriferous, countr to the northward;
Rnd that being his belief, and being
thoroughly determined to carry out this
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railway as soon as possible, he was only
doing his duty in asking members to
agree to have a survey made. This was not
done with a view of postponing the mat-
ter for an indefinite time. As members
knew, he fully intended asking for a, vote
to carry out this work, being convinced
that it would be to the advantage of the
colony. If we carried out the survey, no
great harm would resnlt from a little
delay, and whrun we met 12 months hence
we would know what our position was.
Some hon. members might think the
position would not be as good as at pre-
sent. We had listened to their crokings
for many a long day, but had taken no
notice of them; and we had raised this
country from a, place of insignificance to
one of importance, not through the
croaking of members, but with an ab-
solute indifference to such opinion, and
a thorough confidence in the future pros-
per-ity of the colony. He hoped the
amendment would be negatived, and the
item be passed.

MR. EWING: The great trouble that
had arisen in connection with the Green-
hills railway was due to the fact that be-
fore an estimate was submitted to this
House, there was no proper survey, and
members had not the information at band
to enable them to say whether the
amount of money should be spent or not.
It was always desirable, before a rail-
way was constructed, that money should
lie spent in the proper investigation of
the country, so that members of the
Legislature might be able, to see when a
proposition was before them whether
money required to carry out the project
should be spent or not. He did not
mean to say for one moment that he was
binding himself to both those railways
when the-y came before us; but members
ought to have the best information pos-
sible, so as to be enabled to give an in-
telligent vote on the question; otherwise
railways might be erected at a cost
which, if it had been known beforehand,
would have prevented members from
authorising their construction.

MR. MORAN: When these items were
before the House in the Governor's
Speech, he had said that if there was
one railway on which he would not 2,ve
a decided opinion, it wag that from 31cr-
zies to Leonora. Events had led him to

believe that perhaps there were still
greater reasons for having a survey made
in conjunction with the survey for a
fresh-water feeder for the rajiwv lys, which
he hoped the Government wotwi early
out at the present time. It was- nut
beyond the region of possibility that we
might have to wait a considcr&a"e ime
for the completion of the Coolgardie
water scheme; and if we could not get
that scheme in a reasonable time, it
wvould be necessary to extend a feeder
into the fresh-water country. It wnh
necessary that wye should take every poF-
sible step to secure a good water supply,
and we ought to place ourselves in a posi-
tion to secure it in the event of either
failure or success of the Coolgardie water
scheme. If we stretched out an arm
into the fresh-water country, we should
have two sources to depend on. If there
was one railway wve looked upon with
doubt, it was the Murchison line, which
was built to serve 5,000 people, and was
the most costly line, in proportion to
population, in this colony. We had ex-
tended the railway to the heart of the
Murchison goldflelds, "-here there were
comparatively few people; and he had
never seen a more ridiculous proposal
than that which was made by a Murchi-
son member to spend £1,000,000 for con-
tinuing that railway through a. wilde,-
Bess to a little goldfield still further
away. The building of 70 miles of rail-
way, so far as Leonora, was concerned,
was a different thing, with a prospect of
getting a full supply of fresh water and
opening up a goidfeld around which
there were possibly eight or nine others.

At 6.30 p.m. the CHAIRMAN left the
chair.

At 7.30 p.m. the CHAIRMAN resumed
the chair.

Mn. GREGORY: The motion to strike
out this item was to be regretted, par-
ticularly because it came from a gold-
fields member. But the House would
be able to judge as to the object with
which it was moved, and he felt sure
the result would be that the motion
would he rejected and the item passed.
Only some eight or nine months ago the
mover of this motion (Mr. Vosper) was
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desirous that a railway should be con-
structed in his electorate to Bulong;
but no argument which could be pro-
duced in favour of that line would weigh
against the arguments which were in
favour of the line to Mount Leonora.
The discussion in regard to the Green-
hills railway had been opportune, in
showing that it was unwise to sanction
the construction of a line upon an incom-
plete estimate such as was evidently
made in that case; and that the proper
course should be to have a. survey and
a complete estimate as to the cost of a
line, before its construction should be
authorised. The cost of the proposed
survey to Mount Leonora, £4,000, was
not a large item, and if it did no other
good it would at least enable a complete
inquiry and rer~ort to be made as to the
Fources of a fresh-water supply in the
Leonora district for railway purposes;
and if that district, as he believed, wvould
yield such a fresh-water supply as would

geatly relieve the present cost of carry-
ing- water over the railways through dry
country, the survey would be beneficial
and of g -cat service in that way. The
distance from Menzies to Mount Leonora
was only 70 miles, and it would go
through auriferous country the whole
leneth. There was a large auriferous
belt at Niagara, and a railway would tap
all the mines to the eastward in that
direction ; going fm-thor north it would
tan Tames, Mount Malcolm, and several
other mining districts. Best of all was
the Leonora district, and to the north of
that, some 22 miles distant, were a num-
ber of good mines, the fliorite King and
others, all in nrocess of development. The
Premier had shown, by statistics given
this evening, that the district through
which this survey would go was advanc-
ing v"ith giant strides: for the gold re-
turn of the Leonora district in the last
mouth was 4,800 ounces. and during the
last eigrht months £991,000 worth of gold
was L~ot from the Mount Malcolm district
in the Mount Marrraret eoldfield. The
yield had been progressing so rapidly
thiat, while in the five months nreviouslv
the yield wats only £312.000 worth, vet in
Inst month the ileld of Leonora di-triet
alone was 4,800 ounces. At Ninqara.
where there was no battenv 12 months
ago, there was now 250 heads of stamups:

also 20 head at Tampa; and at Mount
Malcolm machinery was in process of
erection. At Leonora several mines
were turning out gold in large quantities,
and there was no doubt that was
go0ing to be a great goldfield, with per-
manent reefs, and that goldfield would
be heard of when most of the other fields
were matters of history. He believea
that was going to he an immense gold-
producing district. One great question
which should impress members was the
existence of a plentiful supply of fresh
water on those northern goldfields : and
the great expense to which the Railway
Department had been put in carrying
water would be relieved by this sup-ly
to the north-yard being made available
for the railway. Knowvinz something
of that district, he felt confident a good
supply would be obtained there; and he
honed this item would be passed by the
Committee.

Ma. YOSI'ERt: In su~bmittingz the mo-
tion to strike out this item, his intention
was to open the subject for a thorough
discussion :but he was sorry to see that
the mere fact of his having dared to pro-
pose a motion which embodied his
oninions had subjected him to a flow of
insult from a quarter whence it should
be least expected. It had been stated
that, in connection with his private busi-
ness, and while editing a newspaper on
the eoldfields, the effect had been to
ro'lute the atmnore of those gold-
fields. He desired to say that to make
such a, remark in this House or out of it
was to be guilty of a wanton, foul, de-
liberate, and untruthful insult. The
words were not only' insulting. but ,ere
absolutely and utterly false.

THE PRwnxv: Absolutely tnue.
MEt. VOSPER: Absolutely false; and

the only excuse was that the right hon.
gentleman had simply confounded a daily
ne'vsnaner which he had edited on the
goldfields, with a weekly newspaper edited
by a manl in the ame town.

Tim Pn'syn said he meant the Coo?-
ga,-die Miner.

Mn. VOSPER : Then he must Live that
statement an ahsolute denial. Thewholle
file of the Cooqardie Miner was still in
th- Colonial Secretary's office, and let the
right hon. gentleman show a single para-
graph which could be called indecent or
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foul, or which could pollute the atmo-
sphere of any district. One wouid think,
in listening to the Premier, that he (Ar.
Vesper) had been. guilty of publishing an
obscene newspaper; and the right hen.
gentleman, well knowing that his utter-
ances wvould be telegraphed all over the
country, did not hesitate to inflict, an in-
jury upon him in his private capacity. He
had hnd some evidence before of the right
hon. gentleman's personal animosity to-
wards himself ; but he would tell the Pre-
inier that he was degrading the tone of
debate, dishonouring his high position,
lowering himself in tbe eyes of the coun-
try, and behaving in a manner totally in-
consistent with the dignity of the high
office he held. For the right hon. gentle-
man to come into this House and set an
example of insult and contumely towards
other members was one of the worst
things tha~t a man could possibly be

gulyo.It would be a crime in a pri-
"ate member, and it was one of the most
abominable offences the Premier could
possibly commit. He (Mr. Vosper) had
never indulged in acrimonious discussion.
Hon. members might search the pages of
Hansard for anything he had said in the
nature of personalities.

THE PRBMIEi: The hon. member did it
every Saturday, instead.

MR. VOSPER: Certainly bie had in-
dulged in invective, in satire, in allusions
that were perhaps not of the most plea-
sant character ; hut he had not indulged
in personalities. Of all persons in this
House, he had least deserved this tfeat-
inent at the hands of the Premier, which
was the more abominable because it was
utterly unprovoked. He protested against
it, not only on. behalf of himself as having
been so unjustly traduced and insulted
by a man who ought to know better, but
also on behalf of the Hlouse, because he
contended that the remarks made- were
degrading to every person in it. Coming
to the question itself, the proposed ex-
penditure was a waste of money; and the
only argument of any value in favour of
that expenditure was that because
the Creenbills line was constructed
without survey, it bad cost the
country more than it otherwise would
have done. There was something
in an argument of that kind: but he sub-
initted that tbe deferring at this survey

could not possibly compare with a, survey
that had never been made. WVe were tace
to face with the important fact that the
colony was admitted to he short of money.
This line was not an immediate necessity;
and, even if it were, it could not now be
constructed. It might be postponed till
12 months or two years hence; yet here
we had £9,000 set down for this and an-
other survey, which expenditure would
be absolutely unproductive and useless
for some time. The money could be put
to a more useful purpose. Of course his
motives had been challenged in the gen-
tlemanily manner which was gradually
pervading debate, and of which the Pre-
mier himself set such a noble and splen-
did example. But if he (Mr. Vesper)
wvere to be guided by his own personal in-
terests, he would vote for the construc-
tion or this line. He had his own reasons
for urging it on, having personal in-
terests in the district.

MR. GREORY: That showed the hon.
member believed in the district.

Mn. VOSPElI: C.,rtainly it did. He
lia- more faith in it than perhaps the
hon. member; but what he had not faith
in was the elasticity of the country's re-
venue and the stable position of the
limnaces; and to squander money in put-
ting a row of pegs through a desert at
ti present time would be wanton ex-
travagance, and a wasteful expenditure
of public money. Ha was sorry to have
occupied the attention of th2 Committee
wiln tthe protest he made in his opening
remarks; but could only say that he was
not the kind of man to suffer insult in
silence, and that no man had yet insulted
bin with impunity. In making these
remarks, he had not been governed by any
personal feeling except an honest indig"-
nation ; and his sole desire was to see
that the affairs of this House were con-
ducted in a. more dignified manner than
they had been hitherto.

MRs. ILLINOWO13TH: When passing
through the second-reading debate on
the question, ha had intimated what
would be his course of action in reference
to these two votes for railway surveys.
h2is reasons then were th9 same as now,
that he thought it wrong for this Parlia-
ment to create hones and expectations
which there were no reasonable prospects
of fulfilling.
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THE PREMIER: Why?
M3R. ILLLNGWORTH: If this Parlia,

ment were going to deal justly with its
financial position and sets its house in
order, as it ought to do, we could not
undertake any further expenditure on
railways, or anything of that kind, for
several years to come. The one cause
which had brought the country to its pre-
sent condition was the policy the Govern-
ment had advanced on all occasions, that
a certain work was necessary and that the
work would pay. He maintained that
there was one work necessary at present
and that it would pay. The necessary
work was to erect a complete set of
mining, quartz, or gold-saving apparatus
and a thousand head of stampers at the
Collie River, somewhere close to water or
coal, and to connect all the mines with the
existing railway system, and to have the
very best appliances of the kind at that
place. That scheme was necessary and
would pay. But was that a reason why
he should advocate that such. a. scheme
could he carried out at the present time?
The country had been too much worked
on the principle that a certain thing was
necessary and that it would pay. To
answer that question satisfactorily would
require one hundred millions of money.
Further, we had gone as far in the borrow-
ing, market as it was wise to go, until sure
that our population was going to be larger
than at present. Victoria, in the first
three years of its existence as a gold-pro-
ducing country, exported forty million
pounds worth of gold. This colony had en-
ported eigbt millions, or one-fifth of that
sum. Victoria, at that time had a popu-
lation of 220,000 people, and its national
debt was L808,000, or less than a million
of money. The national delt of N-'- tvrn
Australia exceeded ten millions now, and
there were authorisations which would
bring it close to twelve millions, of
money, due by a. population of 17U(,00
people.

THE PREMIER: It did not cA nEd ten
millions.

MR. lLLINGWORTH: The statemnent
ho had made was correct; but say eight
illfions or six.

Tm PREMIER: Why not say one mil-
lion less, rather than one million more?

IMR. ILL]INGWORTH: Because he be-
lieved the amount he had given was COT-
rect.

THE PREMIER: Accuracy was what he
wanted.

21n. ILLINGWOIITR: rrli Pr. flir
w-as a little unfair. For thouigl b~e tthe
Premier) was constantly handling these
figures, it was exceedingly difficult for hon.
members to get the exact figures, and there-
fore he (Mr. Illingworth) was in the, habit
of speaking of them in round antcrs.

THE PREME: The hon. member always
exaggerated.

MR. ILLINOWORTE: Take the
national debt at nine millions-in this he
was accurate, if the figures given in the
published books were correct-the pre-
sent debt of this colony, now raised, was
£-59 per head of its population; and when
the authorisations were complete-

THE PRmEIE: The hon. member was
including the million just borrowed.

MR. ILLINOWORTE: When the
authorisations were, complete, it would be
-lose'on £70 per head. But taking it at
£65, it must be admitted that we had
reached the margin line in borrowing
which we should not pass, however im-
portant the work, and however certain we
were that it would pay. The colony had
been taught most important lessons on
the London market, and it would be fool-
hardy to despise those lessons, and prac-
tically commit ourselves to a large expen-
diture upon these two railways. The Pre-
mier had revealed the fact that it was the
intention of the Government to build
these railways at the earliest possible
moment, and had argued that therefore
his action in asking for the surveys at the
present time was justifiable. He (Mr.
Illinfrgvorth) objected to the expenditure
on surveys, because he did not believeIthere was any reasonable prospect of
being able to construct the lines,, Ile
objected because the surveys would build
up the hope of a railway, which there was
no prospect of fulfilling for years to come.
It bad been suggested by the Premier that
no wise set of people would go so many
mniles out of their way, if they could get
to a railway at a nearer point ; but the
distance from Geraldton to Lawlers was
336 miles, and the distance from Fre-
mantle to Lawlers was 636 miles.

THE PREMIER: It was over 400 miles.

[ASSEMBLY] ilt Committee.
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MfR, ILLINGWORTB: Say 436 milesI
-- that was a sulfficent margin. What
was involved, as far as La-wiers was con-
cerned, was the carrying of the goods 200
miles further round, and compelling the
people to buy at Fremantle in preference
to Geraldton. The Premier had argued
that the building of this railway in this
particular way would lead to the people
getting the Use Of a rail Way at the ne.arest
point. It was doubtless true that if
people could get to a railway within 70
miles, they would not go 200 miles to a
railway in a different direction ; but there
was no necessity whatever to build a rail-
way over those. 70 miles to take the trade
away. There was no necessity to build
a railway of 70 miles to take the trade
that way, when there wvere good reasons for
building it in another direction. He hiad
refused to support the proposal for arail*
way from Mount Magnet to Lawlers--he
did not want it then, and did not want it
now, because wvewere not in a position to
build it. He told the Premier so just be-
fore the last election.

Tarn PanuntR: It was not in the elec-
torate of the member for Central Mar-
chison, and the hon. member did not lose
any votes then.

MR. HILINGWORTH: The proposal
met with his opposition, anyhow.

'Mn. MORAN: Supposing we bad money,
Would the member for Central Murchison
oppose it?

Ma. ILLINOWOUTH-: 'The people
were told by him the reason he objected
to the railway from Mount Magnet to
Lawlers was that he understood there was
a blank country between the two places,
aind that it was no good to ask the Go-
vernment to build a. railway t9hrougb ab-
solutely barren land. To-day we bad the
East Magnet and Black Range, and had
reason to believe gold ran through the
whole district. Stilt, he was not plead-
ing for a railway from Lawlers to Mount
Mfagnet; and if the Government were to
alter the wording and propose such a
railwaty, he would not vote for it, because
wve were not in a position to build it,
however Wise and necessary it might be
iinder other circumstances- He was not
considerinw his constituents, and did not.
care whether they or any other constitu-
ency returned him, for he had no ambition
to be in this House.

Mna. Quonons: The member for Central
Murchison was all right.

Mat. ILLIN'GWOIIJH: Whisky was
against him, and he did not knowv that he
witL5 all right. From Gecatdton to Mount
Leonora the distance was 461 miles, but
vi's Fremantle it was 641. Why not take
the traffic from Geraldton to Lc.,onora, if
it, was only a question of distance I

Tun FaRnmisa: All the peopile were the
other way.

MR. ILLINOWORTH: The on'y reason
that could be urged for making this rail-
way at the presant was that there was
water at the othiar end which would help
the general railway system Uf the gold-
fields ; but that had not been proved, there
being no evidence before us of that kind.
The Nannine railway was, one which had
been authiorised, and why was not the
work carried out? It was simply because
we had not the money to do it. It was
not sufficient to say that a railway was
necessary and that it would pay. He did
not know whether the proposed railway
would pay, but he did know something
about the financial condition of th-s
country, and we would not ne war-
ranted in further expenditure at the
present time. If there was no. reasonable
prospect of building that line-and he
submitted there was none--consider the
in ' ury and ruin that would be donte to the
districts concerned by holding out an ex-
pectation that it would be built!

A Manna: When the money was riail-
able, it would be spent on the obja-4n con-
teinplated.

Mn. ILLINGWORTH: There was no
reasonable prospect of building this rail-
way in the near future. If it was a ques-
tioni of dealing with the eastern goldfields,
tlw route proposed was not necessrily the
best, though he would not argue that
question, because if we could find water
there might be reason why we should
gia 200 miles out of the way; but if we did
carry out the plan suggested, we would in-
evitably have to build a railway from
Lawlers to Mount Magnet to connect thu
system.

Turm PRuaman: Railways must be taken
where the people were on the gollfitl'is.
There were no people between '.t~lers
and Mount Mtnrnet.

MR. IJLINGWORTH: There were
some, and there would be more if railway

Reap.propriation Bill.- [6 SEPTEMBER, 1898]
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accommodation were afforded. He hoped
the Committee would strike out the two
amounts for surveys; and if the Govern-
went wanted to do a really genuine thing
t the benefit of the country, they could

appropriate the sums to public batteries.
MA. RASON: To draw comparisons be-

tmeen one goldfield district and another
was the last course which should be pur-
sued by agoldfieldsmember ; hut he might
be allowed to say, without disparaging
av other district, that the Murchison at
alt events turned out per head of men em-
ployed an amount of gold second only to
Itaigoorlie. He represented an immense
district. People at Lawlers and other
places wished to be connected with
a railway at the earliest possible
moment, and he saw no reason why he
should sacrifice their chance of getting a
line at the earliest possible moment. If
we were to wait for the building of a
railway from Mount Magnet to Lawlers
we should, he thought, looking at the pre-
sent circumstances of the colony, have to
wait a very long time; but there did
seemt a reasonable prospect of a railway
being built soon from Menzies to Mount
Leonora, and subsequently being ex-
tended to Lawlers, and he trusted after-
wards to Mount Magnet; therefore be
would support the item.

Me. KINGSMILL: The North Cool-
gardie goldfield was going to be one of
the most prominent in Western Australia,
and he believed that it richly deserved a
railway;: but he knew that, unfortunately,
at the present time it could not get one.
If the Premier had stated he would be
able to see his way to give that field a
railway next year, he would have sup-
ported the item ; but he did not think the
right hon. gentleman could give that as-
surance. The railway could not be ob-
tained for three years, and why should we
.spend X4,000 on a survey when it might
advantageously b,2 anent in othjer direc-
tions? The district he represented had
had two surveys, if not three, in the
course of four years, and unfortunately
surveys were all they had ; but the people
lived in hope. He did not wish to raise
,'ny question about the advisability of the
route from Menzies to Leonora, for that
route appeared to him to be most reason-
able, and according to his personal ex-
perience it would traverse a region

of gold-bearing country thickly dotted
with gold-mining centres, there being one
every six or tent miles. But he was afraid
the financial straits of the colony pre-
cluded the possibility of a railway for
two or three years. It had been argued
that a survey might be the means of
ascertaining the truth or otherwise of the
existence of fresh wrater supplies upon the
route : but that investigation could be
carried on as a corollory of the works per-
formed by officers of the Water Supply
Departnment as part of their ordinary
work, and without extra expense. The
Premier had said this survey would be a
guarantee to the district that the Govern-
maent would act in good faith towards it.
Judging from the experience the people
of Western Australia had of the right hon.
ge ntleman, he did not think that, after
the Premier had passed his word to under-
take a work when sufficient funds were
available, any constituency would exact
such a guarantee from him ; and, that
being so, a survey was not required
as a guarantee.

Ma. MORlGANS: It was a matter for
regret that the member for North-East
Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) had brought for-
ward this amendment. Members were
straining at a gnat and swallowing a
camel ; for the items already passed in-
cluded £40,000 for the erection of public
batteries, £18,000 for the eastern gold-
fields, whatever that might be, and
£15,000 for the Murchison and Peak Hill
goldfields; also E5,000 for the Pilbarra
g-oldfield, and £1,000 for other goldfields,
including boring for coal and so on. He
was a question of a railway survey, the
amount involved being £4,000; yet some
members objected to this small exnlendi-
ture for ascertaining the most desirable
route for a line to certainly one of the
best goldfields in the colony. It was said
this railway was not going to be built at
once; but his opinion was that it ought to
be built at once, and that the Government
should make an effort, even now, to do it.
The Premier's figures as to the output of
gold in this district had shown thsat the
total for last year was considerable, and
that it was calculated the total for this
year would be 150,000 ounces. His own
opinion was that this estimate would be
greatly exceeded. The objection to this sur-
vey made byv the mover (Mr. Veosper) re-
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minded him that, when it was proposed
to construct a railway from Kalgoorlie to
Kanowna, in that member's electorate,
and even when that Line was commenced,
the output of gold in Kanownat did not
amount to one-third of the output of the
Mount Margaret goldfield. That goldfield,
including Leonora, was the moat impor-
tant goldfield in the colony next to Kal-
goorlie and Coolgardie; and within five
years from the present time the output
would be three or four times greater than
at present. There were mines in that dis-
trict which would bear favourable com-
parison with the very best mines in Kal-
goorlie to-day. The Sons of Gwalia, the
W*est Australian Mount Morgan, and other
good mines in the locality were on
a dividend-paying basis, and that dis-
trict was going to be one of the most
important gold-producing centres in the
colony. Notwithstanding the financial
position of the colony, which wvas
iii no way dangerous or unsatisfac-
tory, and having in view the import-
ance of this goldfield, and not only the
possibility, but the absolute certainty of
finding fresh water there available for rail-
way purposes, was there any sound reason
for opposing the expenditure of £4,000 on
it survey for this railway? The survey
must be made, because the railway had
to be constructed before long ; and what-
ever opposition might be brought to bea,
in this House against this railway proposal,
the importance of that goldfield would
shortly demand the construction of the
railway, and as the survey was a neces-
sary preliminary to the construction, it
ought to be undertaken. He looked for
strong support in favour of this survey
from Fremantle and coastal members
generally, having regard to the large ex-
tent of works which had been proposed
and sanctioned for coastal districts ; and.
if the whole question was to be one of
economising in expenditure, then it would
be necessary, while striking out this item,
to strike out other items of expenditure
for works in coastal districts ; but, on the
contrary, these reductions were not
necessary, and this important survey
should be made. As to trade going by
way of Mount Mangnet, he was looking for-
ward confidently to the time when a rail-
wvav would be constructed for connecting
all these goldfields, so that one might get

into a railway carriage at Perth, be con-
veyed through the eastern goldfields, and
return to the coast by wvay of Mt'. t
Magnet and Geraldton.

bh. MITCHELL: Start the work at
both ends.

MR. MORGANS: If that could be done
he would be glad. Geraldton had a right
to a share in the goldfields trade; but,
white it was a right policy to open up
these great goldfields by means of a rail-
way, all the %York could not be done at
once. As to the objedon made by the
mnenmber for Central Murchison (Mr. Ihing-
worth), he must say the hon. member
opposed everything. He did not remember
licaring the hon. member support any
single matter proposed in this House.

MR. GEsoREt: He supported temper-
ance.

Ma. MORGANS had not heard him sup-
port. even that, though he might have
done so. The hon. member's flowing
eloquence was always heard in opposition
to what was proposed. Railways in all
parts of the world, when proposed by Gov-
ernments, were opposed in the first in-
stance. The great scheme for connecting'
British Columbia and Canada by a rail-
way from Vancouver was opposed on both
sides in Parliament during many years;
and the late Sir John MacDonald fought
for that scheme against tremendous op-
position, and eventually carried it ; and
although it was said that railway would
ruin the country, the effect of making it
had been to bring the greatest amount of
prosperity to British Columbia and to
Canada.

MR. Lxia : That was done by private
enterprise.

Ma_ MORGANS: No. The Govern-
mnent guaranteed the money.

THE Pnsuxa: They also gave a sub-
sidy of several millions.

Ma. MORGANS: As to the example of
Victoria, which the member for Central
Murchison so often neld before the House
for initation-<MR. ILLT.7wGWoRTH: No;
to be avoided)-that example, instead of
being followed, was one to be avoided in
railway policy as well as in some other
things. It was a mistake to oppose this
small outlay of £4,000 for making this
survey of a railway, which must shortly
be constructed to a goldfield which was
now turning out at the rate of Z250,000
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worth of gold per annum. No railway
had ever uten surveyed in this colony
waib such goou prusptctsas tiisone. A6
to the means of constructing it, if it
could be shown that the Government
could borrow money and invest it profit-
ably in reproductive works within the
colony, that operation1 Was juetifla-ble.
The banks, did the same thing,. The re-
turn of the working of the railways in this
colony last year showed a profit of 9 per
cent, on the capital invested ; and surely,
if the Government could borrow at 3J
per cent, and invest the money to earn
9 per cent., that was a, profitable trans-
action! To talk about the public debt
per head of population did not apply to
young countries, for the question with
them was whether the, Government could
borrow money and invest it profitably;
and, if the Government could invest it
profitably, as in this case, and did not
do it, they were failing in their duty.

MR. WILSON: The policy advocated
by the, member who had just spoken was
one which had brought many a private
concern to ruin, for he had said that if the
Government could borrow money with
pro-spects of making a profit, they should
go on borrowing because they could pro-
fitably employ the money.

Mn. MORGAN~S: That was not what he
had said.

MRt. WILSON: That was what it
amounted to; and he (Mr. Wilson) con-
sidered it a mioat dangerous policy, for it
wvas the policy which the Forrest Ministry
had adopted in the past; and he wasi
afraid they intended to continue it in the
future until they came to a stop. He
hoped hon. members would set their faces
qgainst expending money on a, survey for
railways wbich they did not intend to
carry out. The survey of a railway fronm
AMenzies to Mount Leonora, and the aUT-
vey of a railway from Coolgardie, to Norse-
man should not be sanctioned by the
Committee, because the colony was not
in a position to undertake the construc-
tion of these lines. Hle agreed that they
would have ultimately to be constructed,
but the Premier ha himself said that he
eibandoned these railways for this year.

Tics Pmmsa: No. Postponed them.
Mn. WILSON: Then, where was the

sense of spending money on surveys for
these railways, when they could not be

iconstructed?7 We did not want to know
what these lines would cost, because we
were not in a position to construct them.
It was, admitted on all aides that the
colony would not he in a position in the
near future to carry out these works, and
therefore we were not justified in spend-
ing money on surveys. The survey of a
railway to Marradong (Williams district)
had beeu commenced, but there was not
the slightest chance of that railway being
carried out for the nest three years.

Mn. GEORGE: Then out would go the
Government.

MR. WILSON: The Government were
by that survey misleading the British in-
vestora,-the people whose confidence we
wanted to gain, so that they might invest
money in tbis colony, and help in its de-
vedopment. We were misleading them
by these surveys, and were acting wrongly
in so doing.

MR. CGEoa: - It was the official report
that misled the investing public, in that
case.

MR. WILSON: Once it had been de-
oided to commence, these railways, it
would be easy to have the surveys made,
and it would not take two years to mako
a survey of 70 miles through easy coun-
try, but could be done within six months.
Some of the arguments of the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans) were forci-
ble enough; but in comparing the con-
struction of harbour works at Freinan-
tie and Bunbury with the proposed sur-
veys of these railways, the hon. member
got completely out of his depth.

MR. MOROANS:- NO, we could go with-
out the harbour works also, if neces-
sity compelled retrenchment. -

MR. WILSON: The cases were not
parallel in any respect. The harbour
works ait Fremantle and JBunbury were
partially constructed-almost nine-tenths
constructed, and no hon. member would
advocate leaving these works incomplete.
Had the proposed line from Menzies to
Mount Leonora been constructed -up to
the 60-mile peg, hardly anyone would
have advocated the suspension of the work
at this stage, but would have supported
a proposal to siend the small balance re-
quired to build the railway, so that the
country mnight get the benefit of its work-
ing. That 0was the position of the har-
bour works. But the Premier admitted

iu COMMWee.(ASSEMBLY.]
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that these two railways could not be
commenced; therefore why spend £9,000
on surveys I At the end of the financial
year the Forrest Ministry would be some
hundreds of thousands of pounds to the
bad.

MR. MORGAN: Knock off £100,000
from the Fremantle harbour works.

MR. WILSON: That was a national
work-a work which would serve the
whole of the country.

MR. MORGANS: So was this railway.
MR. wI.LSa..: The railway from

Menzies to Mount Leonora could not be
called a national work to the same ex-
tent as the harbour works, which were to
serve the whole colony, and which were
almost complete. He might be permittedl
to refer to the strong remarks made by
the member for North-East Coolgardie
(Mr. Vosper) during this discussion. IHe
(Mr. Wilson) was not in the House when
the Premier indulged in the language at-
tributed to him by the hon. member, and
which was not denied. Having listened
to the hon. member with very great re-
gret, he felt exceedingly sorry the hon.
member had been called upon to make
such a defence as that which. he evidently
found necessary. The House should en-
deavor to carry on its debates so as to up-
hold its own dignity. Every hon. moe-
ber must feel depressed at hearing such
language used by the Premier.

TEn PREMIER: The hon- member has
just Stated that he had not heard it.

MR. WILSON: But the Premier did
not deny having used it. The chargew"as
fully proved, because the right hon. gen-
tleman did not deny it. In fact, the
Premier emphasised it by repeating it.

Mn. GEORGE: Some hon. member
would have to compile a vocabulary which
it would be possible for everyone to use,
without getting out of order or offending
the susceptibilities of other members.
He had listened with regret to both the
attack and defence, and it was a great
pity that the Premier had attacked
the hon. member so strongly. The
item in the schedule for a survey
should be passed; for he had been over
the ground, and the proposed railway
would serve a district which would be as
big a gold-mining area, as Kalgoorlie. It
supported the class of people who were
monstly working their own claims, and

sticking to them. Moreover, this railway
could be constructed at very small ex-
pense, if the Commissioner of Rtailways
would see that it was not overloaded A,_a
ornate structures, in the Shape 01 Cottages
with 16W. Stone walls, and goods-sheds,
two, or three hundred feet long, where
fifty feet would be sufficient. The Minister
should curb the extravagance of his om-
cers, and make them understand that
people only wanted their goods carried,
and fair protection from the weather.
This Meoxies-Leonora railway would have
to be constructed, if only to get water
from Niagara for the engines, because
there was practically no water between
Kalgoorlie and Menzies fit to use in a

jlocomotive. The contractors had to con-
dense nearly all the N"ater they used on
their own engines; and surely the depart-
ment would not carry water from Northam
through Kalgoorlie to Menzies for a
similar purpose. If this railway were not
built, a pipe line would have to be con-
structed to bring water down, or the cost
of running engines on that line would be
astounding.

MR. MrrCHEIa: Wait till the COOlgatrclle
water scheme was finished.

MR. GEORGE : Life was too short *-o
wait for that. The saving to be effected
by procuring water at Niagara would be
almost sufficient in itself to cover the cost
of the railway, which would serve a dis-
trict daily increasing in importance, and
which bid fair to realise the most San-
guine hopes of its well-wishers.

Ma. OLD~HAM: This question did not
entail a belief in the country. Hon. mem-
bers who were opposed to particular
items had as thorough a belief in the
future of the colony as could be enter-
tained by the member for Coolgardie (air.
Morgans), who, had accused the member
for Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth)
of opposing everything brought forweri
in the House. It was noticeable also -hat
the member for Ooolgardie never did any-
thing but Support propositions brought
forward by other members, This was
doubtless exceedingly good policy ; but
it was simply a "goldfields grab" policy.
The bon. member had accused his. oppo-
nents of straining at a gnat and swallow-
ing a camel; but ever since the Forrest
Ministry had been in office, the Rouse nad
been swallowing camels; and in the in-
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terests of the hon. member's (Mr. Mor-
gan's) constituency. in the face of a de-
ficit, in the face of a Financial Statement
wherein the Premier practically admitted
that next year we would be in a similar,
if not in a, worse, position than at present,
the Committee were asked to consent to
the survey of two railways which there
was not the slightest possibility of carrying
out. This wvas the latest "camnel" we were
called upon to swallow. If there was the
slightest prospect of being able to con-
struct these railways within a reasonable
time, he would support the surveys; but
was there any prospecti
M. A. FORREST: Yes.
MRs. OLDHLAM: As the sixth Minister

said so, that was presumably the dictum
of the Government. But from his (Mr.
o~dham's) point of view, the finances of
the country required extreme caution.

Ma. GREGORY: Would we not be better
able to judge next year, if the survey were
made this yearlI

ME. OLDHXM: Did Lilt hon. member
mean to say that it would take the sur-
veyors tweve months to cover 70 cities
of railwayI

MR. GREGORY: No; but if the survey
were made, the report would be before
the House.

MR. OLDHAM: Perhaps, after all, t .he
survey was necessary, in view of
the fact that the water-supply sur-
vey party had got about 25
miles along the line of route; and if the
Government commenced to lay their
pipes about 18 months hence, it was
quite certain that the construction would
overtake the survey before it reached
Coolgardie. At that rate, if this railway
were to be built, the survey should cer-
tainly be commenced immediately.

MR. GREGORY: The object was to have
a report next session.

MR. OLDHAM: Before any survey was
undertaken, the Committee should ace
whether the Government were prepared
to build the railway. Once Parliament
was committed to its construction, then
would be the time to make the survey,
and not before. The member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Morgans), notwithstanding
the financial position of the country, ap-
pealed to the coastal members, including
those from Fremantle, to support this
line. All the coastal members knew the

great desire of that bon. member to RC
vance the interests of Frenmantle. Tb
hon. member's desire was first of allt
construct the railway from Coolgardiet
Norseman, and then from Norsenmant
Esperance.

Ma. VosPER: Such was his (Mr. V&
per's) desire also.

ME. OLDHAM: And it was doubtlei
the desire of all the goldfields member
Bur, wvhy then should they appeal to men
hers for the Perth and Fremantle cot
stituencies, seeing their intention wasc
the earliest possible moment to destro
the port of Fremantle, to do away wit
the trade of Perth, and give it to Sout
Xustralia through the port of Esperance

MR. CONOLLY: No, no.
MR. OLDHAM said he would oppoE

the item.
MR. LEAKE: This item appearedt

be a miserable attempt to redeem a sha
tered promise made ont behalf of th
lPremier not long ago. In the Governor
Speech a great parade was made of wihr
thF Government were going to do in s-u
gard to railways to Mount Leonora an
to Norsemnan. Subsequently, circun
stances prevented the Government frot
placing these proposals before the House
and, indeed, only a few days ago the Fri
ier found himself in the humiliatin

j)Csition of being obliged to abandon hi
railway policy. It was a miserable attemr
now to redeem this shattered promiai
by bringing in ;o small an item as th
survey of a. railway from Menzies t
Mount Leonora, followed by a similar iot
for a railway from Coolgardie to Nora(
man ; and if the first vote were c:-vi:ec
it must be followed bv the second, then
fore the same set of arguments applie
to both items. Seeing that the 'ehvery
nient had been comnelle d to abandon thei
railway policy as announced in th
Speech, how could they have the effrcnl
ery to ask the Committee to vote £-9.00
for the survey of the very railways the
hsed been obliged to abandon? But th
Government would dare almost anythin
in this Legislature, and perhaps too niuc
surnrise ought not to he expressed a
finding theo Government in a positio:
0f such abject humiliation. If
survey was made at all, it should onI
be, as the Premier bad said, after a dec&
sion to construct the railway. There ha,
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been no determination to construct the
railway, and even the proposal had been
abandoned. Unless this railway were
within measurable distance, the survey
would not be justified in the slightest de-
gree. The Government acknowledged
that their abity to borrow was limited
at the outside to £92,000,000 per annum.
We had about £2,000,000 to borrow on
the Coolgardie water scheme, and no doubt
we were nearly £2,000,000 in debt. To
say we should make a survey of a short
line like this, 70 miles in length, over easy
country, two or three years before there
was a prospect of a railway being con-
structed, seemed utterly absurd, and the
proposition was a monstrous one to put
before the, House. If there was a press-
ing necessity for a survey, it might well
be met out of, revenue. This was merely
an attempt to redeem a shattered pro-
mise. The policy of the Government at
the present day was one of broken pro-
mises, and he was not astonished that now
and again the Premier and his colleagues
attempted to patch up those little pro-
maises they had failed to keep. Surely
the survey would not take more than a
few weeks.

THE PREMIER: Oh!
ME. LEAKE: How long?
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS: It would take 12 months to comn-
plate the plans.

MR. LEAKE: If the estimate were to
be judgzed by those of the past, we migvht
take it forgranted that the sum of £9,000
would not anything like cover the amount
necessary for these surveys.

THE CHAIRMAN: The sum before the
Committee was 4,000.

MRs. -VAAKE: That was true, but it
was so difficult to separate the argumentq
which seemed to him to arply to both this
item and the following one.

THE PREMIER: The member for Albany
would have an opportunity of speaking
on the following item.

MR. LEAKE said he did not want to
speak twice.

THlE PREMIER: That was very satisfae-
tory.

MR. LEAKE: No doubt the right hon.
grentleman did not care to listen to him.

TuE PREMIER: Not much.
Mn. LEAKE: In the observations be

desired to make, he never tried to please

the right hon. gentleman. Two or three
years ago we had surveys for railways to
Marradong (Williams) and Goomalling
(Northan). which it was proposed to con-
struct, but they had not been built.
Moreover, they had not even been com-
menced, but had practically been aban-
doned.

SEVERAL MEMBERS: Postponed.
MR. LEAKE: Yet we were asked to

waste £4,000 on the survey of this line.
Again he would remind members that
what was proposed was reappropriation
of loan money, and there was no necessity
to put this in the Loan Bill. One ar-
gumnent urged by members of the Govern-
ment and Government supporters was
that each item should be supported by
every member who got a little sop.

THE PREMIER: Who advocated that?
Ma. LEAKE: The Premier himself ad-

vocated it. The right hon. gentleman
had told the member for North-East Cool-
gardie that he was astonished the hon.
member should move in the direction he
did, because what was proposed meant
an expenditure in his district. The
policy the Government went on was, he
supposed, that if a. little temporary assis-
tance was given to a member's constitu-
ency, that renresentative must abandon
every other nolitical thought, and vote for
the Government.

Ma. A. FOBRERT: If it were something
proposed for Albany, the member for Al-
bany would vote for it.

MR. LEAKE: Nothing of the kind. He
sqhould place the interests of the country
first, and those of Albany second. The
member for West Kimuberley placed his
personal interests before everything.

MR. A. FofRxUT: That was the opinion
of the member for Albany.

MR. LEAKE: What he said was
founded on his knowledge of the hon.
inember. The Premier called members
of the Opposition side of the House
"croakers," and so forth; and he (Mr.
I-eake) was sorry the member for North-
Ease Coogardie was not in his place, be-
cause be was going to mildly reprove him
fcr lightly taking to task the "reat states-
mran who led this count"., who ruled not
only the destinies of this House, but coulj
take credit for everything that was good
and forget all that was bad; a, Premier
who could drive his supporters W.,th a
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mailed fist and ride rough-shod over his
colleagues; this being- the same great
statesman who, after eight years of un-
qualified prosperity, had been able to land
this country in the difficulties in which
we now found ourselves.

Ma. MITCHELL: Without entering' into
the merits or demerits of this particular
survey, the matter might well be delayed
until the Government could say they had
the money, or could name the time when
tlie railways could be undertaken. Some
two years ago, a railway survey was made
from Cue to Nannine, and what was the
resultI Whenever it was decided to
build that railway, it would be necessary
to have another survey. He intended to
vote for the amendment.

MR. A. FORREST: It was a matter
ior surprise that the member; 'for the

Murchison Ofr. Mitchell) was dictated to
by a newspaper printed in Geraldton,
which contained columns upon columns
of abuse heaped on him. It might be
thought that, after such abuse, the hon.
member would come out in his proper
colours, and say he intended to be inde-
pendent, and vote which way he thiought
proper.

Ma. C-eoR: The member for the Mur-
chison was going to give them the other
cheek.

Mn. A. FORREST: The question of the
survey for a. railway between Menzies
and Leonora was important, and would
have a great effect upon the prosperity
rof this country, because if a survey wasa
made and a plan laid before this Ho use
in the next session of Parliament, it would
be no trouble to the Government, if they
were in a position to do so, to brinp
in a Bill, and have tenders called
forthwith. Not only was a railway
required for the mines in that dis-
trict, but it was an absolute neces-
sity for increasing the water supply re-
required for the railway service. The
Government ought to have brought in a
Bill to build a railway as far as Niagara,
whore they could have obtained an amnle
supply of water, which could be brought
townrds Kal1ioorlie. Members on the
Onro'ition side of the House were fri'hit-
en~d of their lives heennose a little de-
flr~q'ion erxqtpd at t he nreserf time. They
had been frighitened, to his certain know-
ledge, for the last eight years, for they

had voted against every public work thi
was initiated; and they would contim.
to act in that way until they got c
the Government benches, when they wou]
make a different tune, and would have, I
advocate progress. What justificatic
was there for saying that the colony wz
going back?

MR. LsAnn The Government ha
ruined it

Ma. A. FORREST: Was not the pos
tion of every member in this Rouse
good as it was eight years ago? It wt
ten times better.

MR. LEA": Yes; and the Governmex
were ruining it.

ME. A. FORREST: The proper couri
to adopt was to build up the coui
try, and not to pull it down. T1
member for Albany had said he r
presented the country first and b
constituency afterwards& That men
her's first consideration was self, a
condly his constituents, and thirdly 0
country. That opinion of the hon. men
her was based on many years' intimal
knowledge. ge was sorry to see men
hers-especially his fellow councillor, ti
member for North Perth, because tlu
member had golod ideas if he would brir
them into force-joining in this croakir
business.

MR. 0 so~os: What about the memb(
for the Canning? Had not he got
idesa?

MR. A. FORREST: Yes ; but he was I
by the member for Albany. The questic
of survey of these railways was importan
because we were getting a tremendous l<
of information. We should have kno;
led"e of the mines we were working, an
of the supply of water, and we shoul
know whether it would be necessary I
deviate the railway afterwards. All tht
information would be forthcoming, an
members would not be askced to authorii
the building of the railway without knoN
ing where it was going to. The surve
would be worth the £4,000, even if 0i
railway was never built. The time wou]
come when the goldflelds would he A ne
work of railways, and the sooner tt
betper.

MR MITCHE'.L: It w'as a matter fc
regret that the member for West Kin



Recspropiaton Bll: [6 SEPTEMBER, 1898.] inCnmfes

berley had taken him to task for the few
words he had spoken. Re would not be
dictated to by him, nor by the Victorian
AExpress. He voted independently, and
if he thought it right to vote on the Gov-
ernment side of the House he would dod~o,
and ii', on the other hand, he considered
he 6ught to support thie Opposition on
ay question, he would adopt that course.
It was well known he was, not in favour
of these railways; and if not in favour of
them, how could he be in favour of the
surveys? It would be well to let the ques-
tion stand over for al!ime; and, as he, had
said, when the Government could say they
had the money and could commence the
work, and complete the raffway within a
cer~an time, that would be soon enough
to go ou with the survey.

Mat. SOLOMON: A rest principle
was involved in the passing of this jem
for survey, because to pass the item prac-
tically affirmed the intention of this As-
sembly to build the particular railway.
The Government ought to wait until they
were financially in a position to undertake
the construction, before asking, that the
survey should be sanctioned. That, at
least, was the course which a, prudent
business man would take in his awn
affairs. As to the amount of public ex-
penditure on harbour works at Fre-
mantle, the total amount which had been
taken from those works by rea-ppropria-
tion during this and the last sessions was
£1i30,000.

Tun Pummuxa,: They had got it all back
by being revoted for those works.

MR. SOLOMON: The works were of a
national character, and if they were
sitopped, not only would Fremantle suffer,
but everY district in the colony would
suffer. The construction of the harbour
at Fremantle had done harm in some
ways, while doing good in others, for it
had interfered with some kinds of labour.

Thu PREIERa: A few men eazaged in
the lighterin2 trade affected, perhaps,

Mn& SOLOMON: Yes. Men who had
formerly plenty of work were now walK-
ing about, and could not get work. He
must vote agfinst tbe item for this, sur-
Vey, because it'would pledge the House
to the makne of the railway; and the
colony was not in a, position to undertake
it.

Mu. LOCKE: It was to be hoped the
member who moved the strikingv out of
this item would consent to withdraw the
motion, after what had been said. This
railway would have to be built, and the
sooner the survey was made the better.
Whether the line should start from
Mount Magnet or Menzies. was a question
for the future ; but by getting a survey,
so much definite information would be
obtained to assist members in coming to
a conclusion.

M&. HOLMES: When speaking on the
Reappropriation Bill, he had intimated
that be would oppose the construction
of these railways; and it was now his
intention to vote against the item for
surveys, because he had heard nothing
in tho meantime to alter his opinion.
All were agreed that the two, railways in
the ached ulo, should be constructed when
money was available; but as that could
not be done at present, the surveyso
ought not to be undertaken. If it could
be shown, as the member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran) had said, that this
line would tap country which would pro-
vide a6 goad supply of fresh water for the
railways, and so reduce the cost of work-
ing the railways, he would vote for it on
that account alone; but this would be
on the condition that the Coolgardie-
water supply scheme should be aban.
doned, because the colony was noUat
present able, to, carry it out. By taking
that course, the financial position would be
so improved that there -would be means
ava-ila-ble for undertaking thew railways.
The item for this survey was small, but
a number of small items totted up to a
large, total. As to cutting off money
from the Freman tie harbour works, that
could not be done, because those were
national works which must go on. It
was necessary to put the peg in some-
xwhere, and he would vote for striking
0 It this item.

Amendment for striking out the item
put, and division taken, with the follow-
ing result:-

Ayes..... ....... ... .... 14
Noes.... ... ... ... ... .... 20

Majority against .. _ 6

Reappropriation Bill. in C&mmiltee.
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Ayes
Mr. Highain
Mr. Holmna
Mr. ilooley
Mr. Ialingw4
Mr. Kenny
Mr. Kingsa
Mr. Leaks
Mr. Mitohe

Mr. Oldha,
Mr. Quinla,
Mr. solorno
Mr. Wallac,
Mr. Wihsob

Mr. Vosper

Noe$.
Ron. & Burt
Mr. Gonolly
Mr. Connor

orh Mr. Doherty
Al i. Ewing
Sir John Eonsea
Air. A. Forrest

fl Mr. George
Mr. Gregory

* Mr. b1all
a Mr. Lefroy
a Mr. Locke

Air. Moran
Mr. Morgans

(Teller) Mr. Pennelather
Mr. Picae
Air. RFasn
Hon. H. W. Vet
Mr. Wood
Mr. Rubble

(-re
Amendment thus

item passed.

on

tier)

negatived, and the

Item, Railway Survey, Coolgardie to
Norseman, £5,000 ;

Mn. LEAKE (Albany) moved that the
item be struck out. He said a number
of members wvho were inclined to favour
the Mount Leonora railway survey as a
possible work would be altogether opposed
to the Norseman line as an impossible
work. The argument that would be
made use of in two or three years' time
would be that, when this question of a
survey was before the Assembly, certain
members voted for it in 1898, and there-
by pledged themselves to the construc-
tion of the railway. That was only a
Parliamentary trick, which perhaps
some members opposite had not yet
learned. This item was just the shred
of a, policy which involved the expendi-
ture of something like £500,000 for
railways, as set forth in the Governor's
Speech at the opening of the session

THE NmnERn: The only objection the
hon. member had at tbe time was as to
the starting point, which he had said
should be from Esperance. The hon.
member gave notice to move that the
starting point should be from Esnerance.

MR. LEAKE: Realily, the interrup-
tions 'of the right hon. gentleman were
so irrelevant and so utterly useless that
they almost annoyed one. The item of
£5.000, togtether with the item of L4.000
which had just been passed, were all that
remained of this tremendous policy in-
volving the expenditure of £500,000 :

and in the Governor's Speech of sanme
32 paragraphs, the one relating to these
railways was practically the only one
containing any policy, add it had now
dwindled dawn to this item of £5,000.

Tan PREMIER: Listening- to thehon.
member for Albany, if he had not known
him, he would have been astonished at
this amendment; but, knowing him, he
was not astonished. Only a few weeks
ago, when discussing the Adress-in-
Reply, the hon. member gave notice of
a motion of censure on the Government
for not proposing to construct the rail-
way from Esperance, instead of from
Coolgardie. Then, a few days having
elapsed, the hon. member abandoned his
intended amendment, iand substituted
another. Whatever his opinion might
be at the present time, it was clear
at the time he spoke on the Ad-
dress-in-Reply, the hon. member was in
favour of a railway to connect Norse-
man and Esperance.

Mn. LJEAKE said he was in favour ol
that now. He was in favour of a sir.
vey- from Esperance to Norseman-

THE PREMIER said he was glad tc
hear that admission, because the hon.
member had also told the CoHMmittec
thalt it was no use making surveys un
less the Committee were prepared tc
carry out the works; so it followed that
the hon. member was prepared to bor
row money for building a, railway frost
Esperance to Norseman. He was glad
to hear it.

Mn. LEAKn: The right hon. gentlemar
was very clever.

THE PREMIER: That, at any rate
shc wed the hon. member hnd not a yeni
bad opinion of the financial pogtioni o'
t113- colony, seeinq that ha was wiltinr t
borrow a quarter of a million to buildt
railway from Esnerance to Norseman
Whatever mighbt be said of the preseni
Government, thpv were not willing to d&
that at the present time-they were nol
quite so regardless of the country's in
terests as the hon. member would makE
out. Before proceeding further with th(
subject, be would like to refer to som(
observations made by members onnosih(
in reference to some remarks which ha
fallen from him earlier in the evening
In saying that the member for North-Easi
Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) had conductedt
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newspaper which polluted the atmosphere
of the goldfields, he never intended to in-
shiuate that the hon. member issued an
imimoral sheet. What he intended to con-
v~y was that the newspaper at that time
traduced the characters of honest men in
this colony, and did its best to vilify
everyone who was good in the colony;:
and that was what he believed now, and
what he had alwvays believed, and cer-
tainly would always adhere to. The hon.
member was very thin-skinned, although
he did not mind holding him (the Pre-
mier) up to ridicule and Opprobrium week
after week in his newsaper. He (the
Premier) did not read tha~t paper, and
therefore could not speak from know-
ledge, but it was reported to him that the
hon. member vilified, misrepresented, and
traduced him in his journal; and yet, be-
cause he said a word or two in this House
against the hon member, he (Mr. Vosper)
rose in honest indignation and took high
moral ground. In reply, he would re-
commend the hon. member to practise
what he preached. Let him try to treat
honest men honestly and fairly, and then
h,3 would have no fault to find with any-
thing he (the Premier) said in regard to
hint That was all he had to say in refer-
enz;e to the hon. member.

Mn. GEORGE: He had to sell his paper.
THE PREMIER: Yes; that was it-he

had to sell his paper. Some newspapers
lived by traducing and misrepresenting
honest and decent people. He would now
return to this imnortant matter, the sur-
vey of a railway from Coolgardie to
Norseman ; and we were certainly con-
frcnted with some opinions which were
perplexing in the extreme. The leader
of the Opposition asked the Committee
to strike out the item, and at the same
tunie said he was prepared to have a suir-
vey from Esperance to Norsemnan, and
was in fa-vour of a railway being con-
structed between those two places ; so
that, from the hon. member's point of
view, it was not a question of the ability
of the Government to construct the rail-
way, so much as a question of the route
the Government troposed that the line
should take.

MR. LEAKn: Would the Premier allow
him to add, "by private enterprise?'? It
would save such a lot of talk.

THE PREMIER: The hon. member did
not say that at the beginning of this de-
bate, nor had he said so until now.

MR. LEAnB said he always advocated it.
THE PREMIER: Yes; no doubt. This

Dundas goldfield, of which Norseman was
the town, might be said to be a most pro-
Iisiin, one. It had not progressed very
rapidly. It had many diflicultics to en-
counter in regard to means of transit, and
also to some extent on account of wvant
of capital. It had not been an attractive
plae'. to the capitalist from England. it
w is isolated and out of the way ;and
therefore persons who came to Coolgardie
and Kalgoorlie, and even further north
to the Murchison, had preferred settling
at these places rather than go to Norse-
man. For that reason, the district had
'not been heard OF so much ; but the people
of the district, from the very beginning,
an'Ii before they turned out an ounce of
gold, had always desired to have better
communication with Esperance Bay.
The people of Esoerance Bay, too, from
th first, and before an ounce of gold was
extracted from the earth, were clamouring
for a railway to Norseman. He would
nit go into the history of the matter, for
it was well known. The people of Esper-
aince, especially, had been petitioning the
Government week after week and month
after month; and at last they induced
hirt to make a promise that he would
visit the locality personally. He went
there, and did his best to come to a con-
elusion. It was expected of him that he
would make a promise to build a railway
fros'n Esperance Bay even before he had
seen Norseman; at any rate, it was ex-
pected that he would promise to recom-
mend to Parliament that the railway
should be built : and because he did not
fedl justified in doing that, he incurred
th displeasure of the people of Eqper-
ance Bay. He did not like. to incur the
diarleasure of anyone, but when it came to
the point, and he found be could not do
a thing, and people tried to urge him to
dc it against his will, he could be even
desperate, and could say "no,"~ as well
as anyone else. He certainly said now
thait he was not prepared to advocate, at
thu present time, the construction of a
railway from Esperance Bay to Norseman,
and he would give his reasons later on.
Tb' Norseman goldfield was worth looking
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at. There were about 1,200 people
there, and they had a very nice town.
They ware a good class of men, hard-work-
ing and respectable. They had a Isrg
quantity- of machinery, and were turning
oit a fair amo unt of gold. It was iii
1893 'that the first gold ws sent from
Norseman-a very &m all qnuantity it Was;
bdI from that period to the end of August
of the present year S162.978 worth of
gold bad been obtained and exported from
Norseman. Better still, of that quantity
£144,098 worth had been obtained and
exported during the last..20 months; and,
still better, during -the first eight months
of this year, up to the 31st August, gold
to the value of £70,717 had been ob-
tained, as against £73,381 for the whgje
of the year 1897, showing that the mines
at Norseman were doing a. good deal bet-
ter thi's year than last. The year had
four months more to run, and the output
was almost equal-within £3,000-to the
quantity ' obtained during the whole of last
year. But *the field suffered in many
ways, as he had said. The means of com-
munication with the nearest centres. were
by roads, ind the roads were not very
good there, especially that from Esperance.
Thus the field was isolated from the rest
of the colony ; and, as he bad said- on
several occasions, it might just as well lVe
an island in the Indian Ocean, as far as
this colony was concerned. In order to
g-t to it, we had first to go to Albany by
rail, then to take the steamer to Esper-
anee, and go up a, road 125 miles to
Norseman; or, by the other route, we
could go from here to Coolgardie, and go
down the road 100 miles to Norseman.
It suffered by reason of its isolation. But
it was quite certain that before very long
there would be a railway to Norseman,
If the gold output contiinued, and he
believed it would continue and in-
crease, the railway would undoubt-
edly be constructed ; and the con-
clusion he came to was that in the inter-
ests of this colony-and, after all, it was
the colony we must consider, and not only
the people of Norseman, but the people
of the colony who were going to
find the money to build that rail-
way-in the interests of the people of
the colony as well an those of Norsem an,
he considered we would do far better by
extending a line from our railway system
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at Coolgardle, a, distance of 100 miles,
rather than by building a railway from
.Esperance Bay to Norseman, which would
leave us with 125 miles of isolated rail-
way, having no connection with this part
of- the colony whatever, except by road,
aid where we-would have tvhave inde-
pendent workshops, indepen~ept rolling-
stock, independent management, *ith the
additional disadvantage that we 'would
have to build wharves and jetties at con-
siderablek expense at Esperance. The
Governmen would have to go to con-
siderable expense, all of which would be
saved by extending the railway from
Coolgardie to Norseman. And there was
this other important- consideration, that
the country between Coolgardie and
Norseman, a distance of 100 miles, was
all suriferous. True;- there were nap rich
mines there at the present time, but there
were some, on the tay The railwiy
would-pass the Londonderry; it would go,
not far from Redhill; it would go through-
Widgemooltha, a place which, though
now deserted, had supported 1,500 people
a little while ago, and which, he believed,
would revive again. And all the way
from there to Norseman was gold-bearing
country ;'and with means of transit, and
of water supply on the road, the country
would b~e thoroughly prospected, which it
was very difficult to do now, owing to
want of water. There were two immense
tanks holding three million gallons of
water, already erected, which would soon
tell a tale by the sid which they would
give to prospecting parties.

A MEMBER: Would they hold water?
Tnu PREMIER: They would not only

hold water, but would be available for the
railway when it came. in that direction.
It was necessary to look at the two claims
-the railway from Esperance to Narme-
man, and that from Coolgardie to Norse-
man-from, the point of view of the people
of the colony, who had to find the money,
and we should not give undue importance
to the desires of the small number of
people at Esperance, Bay. There were
not many, nor were there likely to be
many.

M. WILSON: The right hon. gentleman
had driven them all away.

Tim PREMIER: ThIe hon. member did
not know as much about it a he. The
facat was that the trade of the port was
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not sufficient to support a large popula- haps moi
tion. Looking at the matter from the people, th
standpoint 'of the people of the colony not suffici
who had to find the money, we must any large
come to the eoi*lusion, tiness unduly- were to ii
biassed, that to extend the railway from deed. TI
Coolgardie to Norseman was a far better very small
plan than by building an isolated railway Esperance
from Esperanee to Norseman, wh~ich would traffic, whi
be separated from the rest of the colony, to the to;
and, in fact, be altogether indepeagent railway, th
of the colony -- a-he saidflike an island trade, be'
in the ocean. Looking at it from & through E
Norseman point of view, what advantage man. At
would such a railway be to the people of to judge,I
that Itotan Their freights might be ficient trac
slightly seduced, but not much, because perauce a,
the railway would not pay to start with, suffioientt
being isolated. Therefore, iA it were now' but
to he made payable, freights must be very advantage:
high, as everyone must recognise. More- the trade
over, anyone i ii Norseman wishing to port a Ia
come to this part of the -country would would be
have to go 125 miles by rail to Espeianue, from Espe
would have to wait there till a. ship, caine large num
along to take him to King George's Sound; going, duni
then he would have to take the train to and the E
Perth; and, if he wanted to go- to Cool- business v
gardie, would have to make altogether a soon as th
pilgrimage of about 1,000 miles; whereas, not conrin
if the railway were from Norseman to mour then
Coolgardie, he could get from Norsemian it Lwas no'
to Perth in a day, and could go, to, Men- to tap the
zies, or Kalgoorlie, or wherever his busi- be the nex
ness called him. Capitalists visiting the MR. Vos
eastern goldfields would go by train to any case.
Norseman. Men desiring employment THE PIR
would go backwards and forwards from but they w
Dundas in the south as far north as the to get it,
railway would extend; and there would Canning d
be ratilway communication between all the if it hurt h
great centres of the goldfields. Surely, her had a.
this was. a great desideratum, ratlier than like many
that we should spend money to build a, Mn. WIt
railway from Esperance Bay, and thence THE PR
to nowhere, unless people wanted to go acquitted
to the eastern colonies ; and, after all, dishonouri
surely everyone did not want to go to the that we se
eastern. colonies -whenever they travelled. ately agai
What p,.ole wanted in this colony was haps they
to be able to travel backwards aind for- ing so, bt
wards from one important centre to an- therefore,
other: this they could do when the rail- one, to se
way was extended from Coolgardie to of perfec
Norseman. Again, looking at it from acting 8gc
the Esperanee point of view, he would We wante
say, and he had given this matter per- would pa
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rettonsideration than most
at the trade of Norseman was
ent to maintain in Esperance

population, unless INorseman
acrease in size very much in-
se trade to Norseman now was

About half of it came from
and was generally a camel

oh did not give any great trade
vnspeople; and if there was a
ere would not be any increase .in
cause it would come and go;
sperance and straight to Nome-
any rate, as far as he was, able
he could say there was not suE-
de at Norseman to support Es-

a large place. If there were
rade, Esperance would flourish
leaving out of consideration the
s of Esperance as a sanatorium,
would not be sufficient to..sup-_
rge population there. What
tbe result? As soon as a line
rance to Norsenman was started,
hers of people would be kept
ing the progress of the work,
sperance people could do good
rhile it was going on; but as
e work was finished, they could
cie to live there, and the cla-
would be ten times louder than
w for carrying on that railway
Coolgardie traffic. That would
t move they would want;
PRm: They would want thiat, in

EMIER: They might want it,
ould not have him to help them
nor would the member for the
o anything to help them, even
is little finger. The hon. inem-
good eye to the main chance,
more of us.

S~oN.: Honestly, however.
EMIER: Yes; honestly. He
the hon. member of anything
able. He only meant to say
ldom found men acting deliber-
at their own interests. Per-
honestly believed they were do-
Lt such was seldom the case;

it was useless for any-
t himself up as a paragon
tion, as one who was always
aiast the interest of himself.
d to build railways where they
.y and do most good to the
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colony, and to the peopletbo had to
find the money to paty for them. There
was another thing, if we could for a
mment get away from the "seventh

heaven" and come down to mundane
matters. By extending our railway
system northwards and obtaining more
traffic and trade, on our railways we would
make them pay better, and also be doing
good to the producers in that part of
the colony, who would be able to trade
here instead of sending their produce
to other colonies. He did not wish to
push that too far, but he would much
rather see this colony, even than our
friends in South kuatraEi4 supplying
Norseman. Surely if the people of the
colony as a whole invested their money
in building a railway to Norseman, they
might fairly say it should be built in
such a -way that we could use it, and
that our produce should travel over it,
rather than be built in such a manner
that we should never see a bit of our
produce go over it. The member for
North Perth was a gentleman who took
a liberal view of things, but he always
had a, very good eye for his own con-
stituents, and he was quite right, too,
for he was sent to Parliament to pro-
tect their interests. Would it not be
better for the people of Perth and Fre-
mantle if the trade of Norseman came
to them instead of going no one knew
where? Would it not be better that
machinery, flour, wheat, timber, chaff,
and everything should go along our rail-
ways rather than come from other
lands far away? Again, take the trad-
inm community, the mining community,
and the business men, and those that
dealt in stock and timber-take, in
fact, the general community' who tra-
velled about our railways-if they
wanted to go to Norseman and do a
little business, they could, if there were
a line to Norsemnan, leave here in the
evening at 7 o'clock and go to Cool-
gardie, arriving net morning, ' o that
in the afternoon they would he down at
Norsemnan ; and they would get back
just as quickly as they went. Would it
not be better to do that than to take
a steamer to Eanerance, snnnd another
day, and then go, 120 mileF. north hr
rail? For instance, people with cattle
and sheep for the market could get into

the train here in the afternoon, and the,
next day reach Norseman. Could anyone
say it was not better to have a network of
railways joined together for the purpose
of business and trade, than to have an
isolated railway from Esperance to Norse-
man? He could not believe it would be
in the interests of the colony at the pre-
sent time to build a railway down in that
direction, when the course advocated by
the Government would be so much to our
interest and so advantageous to everyone
travelling on our railways, whether specu-
lators or business men. Then, as to the
expenditure, it was said the poor Norse-
man people would have to pay more for
their goods because they would travel so
many miles by rail instead of 125 miles
from Esperance. He very much doubted
that they would have to pay any more,
bECause, as he had already stated, the
freights must be greater in order to maike
the railway pay. But supposing that they
had to pay more, how much would it
amount to? He had taken the trouble to
look into the matter, and found that the
coat on a ton of chaff ,flour, or potatoes sent
to Norseman would not be more than Os.
a ton above what it was at present to
Coolgardie. They would have to pay 6s.
more, and the Norseman people would be
in just the same position as the Menzies
people. The Menzies people were, roughly
speaking, 100 miles from Coolgardie, andl
Norsemnan people would be about the
same distance, but we did not hear the
member for North Coolgardie complain of
the great disability his constituents were
suffering from. On the contrary, they
were, delighted with the railway at Men-
ales. Those at Leonora would like to
enjoy a railway and ray the extra freight,
and so it would be with the people of
Norseman. It would be unreasonable for
the inhabitants of Norsenman, who lived
125 miles from the sea, to complain, see-
ing that the whole of the people of the
colony would be building them a railway
in order that they should have the advan-
tage of sending their goods at the lowest
rates. They were getting a great benefit,
and the rest of the people paying for it,
and they should rejoice, as he was sure
they did, because they' would be able
to communicate by rail with all parts
of the colony, and to develop the
resources of their district in a way
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they would not be able to do if alto-
gether separated from their fellow-
colonists. Another thing he could not
forget was that in an isolated place like
that a community was built up without
sympathy with the rest of the colony, and
without knowledge of the people of the
colony. People at Norseman knew no-
thing of what went on here, except through
the papers, and had not had the oppor-
tunity of coming into contact wvith public
men of West Australia and their fellow-
colonists. They knew nothing of
us, and so long as they were iso-
lated they would nave? have that
sympathy with the people'of the colony
which it was desirable they should, and
would not feel they were engaged
with us in one great work in trying to
build up Western Australia. We knew t
present they came from South Austraia,
and returned to that colony; they came
without means, most of them being wo-k
ing men, and, having gathered together
wvhat they could, they took it back to
South Australia. A Norseman miner had
his eyes fied on South Australia as Ma-
hornet u82d to fix his eyes on Mecca, and he
looked forward to that day when he
could return to his friends and relatives.
As long as he lived, unless something was
done in the way the, Government proposed,
we wvould never give him an opportunity,
and he would live continually in an iso-
lated place. The Government wished to
give him an opportunity of being actually
and really connected with the people of
the colony. He (the Premier) had told
his friends in Coolgna-die over and over
again that to construct a railway from
Coolgardie to Esperance would be unrea-
sonable, and that it would not be in their
interests. People could get from South
Australia. to Fremiantle for about half the
price it would cost then, to get to Esper-
ance Bay. That argument held good
both with regard to passage money and
freight. Such would always be the case
till the traffic was large. It was better
for the people on the Coolgardie gold-
fields to come down here by the railway
system, and take passage at Fremantle,
than to travel to Esperance, and wait for
a coaster to come along. It was not likely
that boats belonging to the P. and 0.,
the Orient, and the Messageries Companies
would go to Esperance for the accommo-

dation of passengers. The thinking por-
tion of the community knew very well
that it was unreasonable to attempt to go
to a place where there were none of the
conveniences which would be enjoyed it
people travelled to Fremnantle. What was
advocated by some bon. members was
absolutely absurd, and unreasonable, and
not, he thought, loyal to the people of
this colony, who did not hicsitate to em-
bark everything, tha~t belonged to them,
and to burden with debt everything they
possessed, in order that they should Wen
up-no doubt in their own interests,-u
still at their risk-this country. He
would oppose the amendment to the ut-
most, whether he received support or not,
and was determined to have nothing to
da at present with connecting Esperance
Bay and Coolgardie by railwvay. It was
not required in the interests of anyone in
this country, and certainly not by the
people of Norseman. He would leave the
proposal of throwing over this part of the
colony and King George's Sound, as also
the great work that was being done at
Fremantle, and. the railwvay construction
from here to Coolgardie, to the hon. mem-
ber opposite, and those who liked to, sup-
port him. He would throw that responsi-
bility on the lion, member (Mr. Leate),
who could take it up whenever be chose.

Ma. WItsos: Quite prepared to take
the responsibility.

THE PREMIER: Yes. The member
for the Canning was.

MR. ILL]NGZoRTH: No chance of taking
the responsibility.

THE PREMIER: In regard to the town
of Esperance, it seemed to be thought that
he gloried and delighted in doing it some
injury ; but how could it be to his interest
to injure any part of the colony? When
it camne to a qucstion of duty, and when ne
bad to decide~between the interests of a
small community at Esperante and the
whole of the people of the colony, he had
no hesitation in saying that he must s~c.e
with the interests of the whole people, as
against the interests of the few. He con-
sidered he was acting in the interests of
the whole colony in trying to bind the
goldfields together, and making ,eople
feel a,9 one community ; and one means of
doing this was to, carry railways to every
part of the goldflelds deserving of railway
communication. He was quite aware that
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the construction of a railway from Nors-
main to Coolgardie would do a, good deal
,ofntlry to Esperance, because that town

wsdependent, toalarge extent, on the
auriferous deposits of the Dundas gold-
field. Putting into the balance the in-
terests of the people of Esperance, on the
one side, and the interests of the people
of the.whole colony on the other side, he
believed no r~easonable person would say
that the Government were acting wrongly
in the course they were taking on this
raipay question. The assistance which
~the Government had given to Esuerancee
in- building schools making roads, and
building jetties, wvas given at a time when
the Government had no thourhr that a
railway would be required for many a year
in that part of the colony. Hut it had
been brought home to them, by the people.
of Norseman, that railway communication
had become necessary for the develop-
mnent of the Dundas goldfield ; and, there-
fore, the Government decided that Norse-
man should be connected with the railway
system of the colony, and this decision
was arrived at in the interests not only of
the people of Norseimn, but of the whole
colony. His own honest opinion, and he
was sorry to say it, was that if the Gov-
erment did not make any move in the
next ten years in regard to building a rail-
way from Norseman, the bulk of the trade
would go from Coolgardie to Norseman,
and that the Esperanee people must lan-
guish, and certainly not increase, as a
trading community. He had received
kindness from the people of Esperanco;
he was fully aware that theirs was a nice
township; that they had a good seaport,
which was capable, with a little improve-
ment, of being made an excellent har-
hour ; but ais a matter of business, as a
matter of justice to the whole colony and
not to the interests of a 4];w, he had no
hesitation in saying that the decision
which the Government had arrived at was
the only reasonable, wise, and just con-
clusion which any Government could ar-
rive at, after due consideration of the in-
terests of the whole people. This vote
was asking only that a survey should be
made at the present time; hut his firm
belief was that we should have to build the
railway, and, as far as he was concerned,
he was prepared to build it at the earliest
opportunity. He had no fear of the future
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of this colony. The croakings and wail-
ings of members opposite really made one
annoyed, and, if one were timid, 'iould
even make one afraid. There had been
as much talk about this £5,000 for the
survey of a railway, which everyone ac-
k-nowledged the country required, as if
the expenditure involved were half
a million. He had been told that
the policy he advocated had brought
the colony -into a position of
insolvency. This was said after this
colony had been built up by that policy,
and from being a place of obscurity had
become a place of importance, not only
here, but throughout the world.; and com-
paring its present position with what it
was a few years ago, we mast think that
the people who talked like this had lost
faith in the colony, even at the, time they
knew more gold was being turned out
from Western Australia than from any
other Part of Australasia& To talk of the
deficit, in these circumstances, was to ig-
nore the real position of the colony, for the
deficit did not amount to one month's re-
venue. The revenue at the present time
was immense, and *while the expenditure
was aonieCrit high,- still it ' coul 'd be
brought within reasonable limits. The
revenue of the colony at the present time
was marvellous; and while the member
for Central Murchison (Mr. Ilingwortli)
would say we ought to do this and we'ought to- do that, and that we ought to
spend money here and there, yet when the
money was spent he would say we ought
not to have spent it. Hon. members op-
posite seemned to have lost confidence in
the country ; but he (the Premier) had not
lost confidence in it, for there was every
sign of progress and development at pre-
sent; and he asked the people of the
colony to take no notice of those croakings
and wailings which came from irresponsi-
ble persons, who did all they could to make
others believe that those in charge of the
colony had no knowledge, and were un-
worthy of confidence-

MR. WILSON: It was difficult to know
why the right hon. gentleman got into
such indignation and bad temper at the
proposal to strike out this item. He
talked of croakings and wailings, but be
(Mr. Wilson) was sick of the bullyings and
blusterings of the right hon. gentleman.
How could the Premier say that members
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of the Opposition had lost faith in the
country, when all they had was in -ho
country I The right hon. gentleman
talked about having reclaimed the credit
of the country ; but who had injured the
credit of the colony? Certainly not the
Opposition, but the Government. Thee
items for railway surveys were put in the
schedule to make people believe that the
Government were not really abandoning
these railways; but this was only a device-
to hoodwink the people of those districts.
The opinion of the country, as expressed
in many places, showed that this railway
ought to go from Esperanco, to Norseman,
and not from Coolgardie to Norsemnan.
The Premier'saargument. was all in favour
of centralisation, and he evidently thought
that anything which'would take & little
from the trade of Perth and Fremantle
must do an injury to the whole colony.
But the trade of 2Norseman had always
gone by way of Eeperanbe, until thb Gov-
ernment blocked it: The Premier's argu-
ment en that point, would not hold water.
Members of the Opposition were just as.-
capable of carrying- ouit their opinion as
was the right hon. gamftiernan, who had the
discourtesy to accuse him (Mr. Wilson) of
being -qve who would ziot vote, I-or a certain -
work if it would injure his own pocket.'
The Premibr knew that was not treating
him fairly.

THE Pauma: The hot. member never
treated him fairly.

Ma. WILSON: The Premier knew that
he (Mr. - Wilson) had consistently advo-
cated the starting of this railway from Es-
perance, and not from Coolgardie; and -A
he had the audacity to sling this accusa-
tion against him, that if it hurt his pocket
he would vote against it. If the making oi
a. railway from Esperance to Norseman
would hurt any man in Perth, it
*ould ,hurt- him. It was impossible
not to admire the Premier's pluck
in speaking of the people of Esper-
ane and of Norseman, as if they
came here to make what they could, and
then return to South Australia. Was it
proper to speak in this style of an ener-
getic and intelligent portion of the com-
munity I It wan not good policy for the
right hon. gentleman to speak in this way
of the 1,200 people of Norseman, and
the 1,500 or 2,000 at Esperance.

THE Pasgiu: Two thousand?
Mn. WILSON: There used-to be that

number, -but the policy of the Govern-..
ment had driven them away.

THE Piwn: There never were 2,000.
Ma. WILSON: How many were there

now-500?I
Tim Paxam~ said he did not know.

The hon. member knew A about'j)L
MR. WILSON- If Esl1erance could

never be successful, if the trade of forse- -

saan would never keep the population of
the port, why did the Ministry- spend-
£80,000 of Government money. dowxj,
there I-a 

_nou ComuissIdliun oP RA]LWAYS:
Tbe~ hon. member was adding £10,000
to the amount actually spent.

-MRt WILSON:- Surely bad adminia-
-tration must be responsible. ,The Gov-
ernment had better allow the item to be
struck outiuntil they were prepared to
find the m'!ney to build the railway. If
they were not in a position to do so, then
let private enterprise construct the line.
Give Esperance a chance to live. The
Premier's argument, that a railway from
Esperance. to Norseman would be abso-
lutely isolated -was a very strong argu-
-meat ' in favour of its construction by
private enterprise.-

hfxu. VOSPER: In spite of all the Pre-
mier could say to the, contrary, he -(Mr.
Vosper) remained a staunch advocate of
a railway from Esperauce to Coolgardie,
and he would vote for the amendment.
No railway from Coolgardie so Nome-
man, or from Eapersuce to, Norseman,
would ever satisfy him. He had to
partly, and only partly, thak the Pre-
mier for the admission made with respect

gto certain personal observations made
earlier in the evening. The Premier had
explained that he did not accuse him of
issuing an indecent or immoral print
and for that small grace or favour he
thanked the rightl hon. gentleman, al1-
though, bad he taken the trouble to ex-
pla-in that at the time, it would have
come with more grace, and a false im-
pression would not have been created.

Tat Thwinxa: Such an idea had nerver
entered his mind.

Mia. VOSPER: At the same time,. the
exlanation placed the right hon. gentle-
man in a peculiarly ridiculous light, be-
causie he said that the newspaper poi-
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luted the atmosphere by denouncing cer-
tain honest people. Now, the honest peo-
ple who were denounced in Coolgardie
were the promoters of 'wild-cat" com-
panies and the supporters of a "wild-cat"
Government. Fortunately, he (Mr. Vos-
per) had still a printing press, and was
oursuing the same policy. The right hon.
gentleman hadl finished by saying he did
not read his (uMr. Vesper's) publication,
but heard about it occasionally. Per-
haps it would be better for him if he
read it, for then he would not be betrayed
into making untruthful statements with
regard to its contents, and he might pos-
&ibly learn better manners. from a perusal
of its pages.

THE PREMIER said he did not think so.
MR. VOSPER: It might have the effect

of toning down that overweening ego-
tism for which the right hon. g-entleman
w-as conspicuous. He ought to change
bi views and start reading that journal,
which could be obtained at the rate of
-3s. per quarter, payable strictly in ad-
vance.

THE PREMIER said he would have to
get it for nothing, to induce him to read
it.

.Ma. VOSPER said he might even make
a concession on that point. Coming:
back to the railway question, the inte-
rests of the majority of the people of
the colony could best be served by con-
structing a line from Esperance, to Cool-
gardie. If we were but to consider the
-interests of 'the majority, everything
would justify that railway, and there was
nothing to support the dragging of the
goldfields trade through an unnatural
channel, first down to Perth, and then
a thousand miles out of its way.

TRB COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYSP
All the trade did not come from the other
colonies.

Ma. VOSPER: The greater portion of
our population and most of our trade
came from the eastern colonies, and
every ton of material taken to Coolgar-
die had to be dragged sixteen hundred
miles out of the direct route, in present
circumstances. There was no natural
affinity between the people of the eastern
goldfields and those on-the western coast,
or, at any rate, what little there was had
been destroyed by the action of the Gov-
ernment.

ME. GREGORY: That was the hon
member's idea, but it was not correct.

MR. VOSPER said he was quite pre
pared to debate the question on the gold
fields with the hon. member, even al

iMenzies.
MR. GanoonY said he would be happ3

to do so.
MR.. VOSPER: The Coolgardie gold

fields~ generally regarded Esperance az
their natural port, It had, as the Pre
mier admitted, a. magnificent harbour
and it was not only suitable as an entre
p6t for the Coolgardie fields, but had the
advantage of being a sanatorium for thi
goldfields people who were living withir
200 miles of the Southern Ocean.

TOR PREMIER: It was not less than 23
wiles.

MEt. VOSPERl: Taking it as rhe e-rov
flies, it "-as less. The present road wac
tortuous, because of the necessity of de-
viating in order to strike water. The firsi
time he 'vent to Esperanto from Cool
gardie, he passed 27 loaded teams. on the
road between Norseman and Esperance
T1he last time he was over that road, the
traffic had fallen off very considerably
simply because the Government had
changed their policy, and had begur
to encourage the Norsenman-Coolgardic
traffic.

TRE Panusa: That was very recently.
MR. VOSPER: The trade between Espe-

rance and Norseman was increasing ; but
every attempt was made to foster the
Norseman-Coolgardie trade at the ex-
pens of Esperance.

THn PREMIER: That was not true.
MR. VOSPER: It was a case of the

artificial diversion of trade from its natu-
ral channel. It was a Machiavellian
policy. In spite of all the sophistry
preached in this House, the goldfieldE
would ultimately have their natural out-
let for trade, and Esperance would then
geat its due.

Thn PREMIER: Had they not got an out-
let nowI

MR. VOSPER: They did no. like the
present outlet ; and, speaking as a gold-
fields * member, he would say that,
if the goldfields population were to
go into partnership with the neople
of the western coast, it must be
a partnership on equal terms. The
goldfields constituencies had not re-
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ce~ved their fair share of the public money
-not speaking of loans, but revenue,
though, even as regarded loans, the
people who formed the greater part of the
population, and supplied the greater
portion of the wealth, and afforded the
greatest security for it, had not received
their fair proportion. Would it have been
possible to carry on the goldfields policy
in past times, without the security given
by the goldfields population?

THE PREMIER: Certainly not.
Mis. VOSPER: Then, where was their

share? His own district had never re-
ceived 5 per cent, of the money contri-
buted towards the coffers of the State.
They had loan money, but not their fair
share; and unless the Government got
rid of the false doctrine of centralisation,
and until they wvere prepared to give
fair and equal electoral rights, and
equal representation in this House,
it was foolish and futile, and folly )f
the most extreme type, to talk about
partnership. Goldfields represenltativas
would have none of the Government part-
nership. People of the goldfields would
be enemies of the Government, and ene-
mies of those who supported the Govern-
ment. The Government wanted a part-
nership, in which the people on the gold-
fields should do all the work and the Gov-
ernment should get all the profit.

THE PREMInx: The member for North-
East Coolgardie did a lot of work.

MR. VOSPER: In his own line he did
as much as the Premier did in his.

TER PREMIER: :A good deal of barm.
Ma. VOSPER: Whether he did harm

or good, he did not know; but he en-
deavoured to do good.

THE PREMIER: The member for North-
East Coolgardie sowed discord.

MR. VOSPER: Where there was ground
for it, he was prepared to do so. Discord
wvas one of the qualities that served to
bring; about progress, both politically and
socially. It was one of the virtues, and
while the right. hon. gentleman set him
thie example of causing discontent, as he
had done during the last six or eight
months, he (Mr. Vosner) was prepared to
maintain the attitude he was now taking.
It was not the agitator who made the fuss,
but the person who went wrong in the
firs' place. The goldfields had never
been properly treated by the Forrest

Ministry, and for the Forrest Ministry to
talk~ about partnership when the partne-
ship wvould be unequal, politically and
tiuvucialiy, was simply sheer, unadultera-
ted impudence. There was no other term
to apply to it. It was very late in the
day to ask people to, talk about the fate
of Esperanee. It was reported in nearly
every paper in the colony that the Premier
led the people of Esperance to believe
that something would be done for them,
buc they had simply been betrayed. The
people of Dundas were to get a railway,
but they, too, had been betrayed; for
now, instead of the substance of a railway,
they were to get the shadow of a survey.
'The harbour at Esperance had been neg-
lected, and the Press of Perth, and some
of the politicians of Perth, had aever
lost an opportunity of damaging it in the
eyes of mrater mariners. If that place
oxic had its rights, and assumed the pro-
minent position which it was entitled to
bohi some day in Western Australia, it
would become a central place. But, be-
side the question of rights and wrongs,
there was this to be said, that the Govern-
mcr' had abandoned their railway policy
simply for the lack of funds. They had
admitted that such was the case, and said
th; ' simply could not find the money to
carry out the work. Why should we
spend any money on survey at aill Why
could we not wait till we had money in
our possession? When we had funds it
would be easy enough to make surveys
and railways too, and he had no doubt
the Government would then be just as will-
ing to spend money as they had been in
the past. Then would be the time for a
railway Bill to be brought down, and a
survey made; but to have a survey now
would be to delude the people. It would
seem to be holding out a continual menace
ha the people of Eaperance that the rail-
way would be from Coolgardie to Norse-
man, whatever happened, and would ap-
pear to destroy all hopes and put Esper-
ance in a back seat to all eternity. We
could leave the two places alone for the
present. Esperance could manage to live
on the traffic she now enjoyed. The peo-
ple of Esperance belonged to Western
Australia, and were entitled to a little con-
sideration on the part of the Government.
They had done no harm, but on the con-
trary had opened up a harbour which was
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almost entirely undiscovered and piacti-
cally unknown before, and they had made
it a decent port, for which they were en-
titled to some credit They had paid a
lot of money tor thleir land, and -had con-
tributed a considerable amount to the
Treasury. The main thing for which a, line
to Norseman was wanited was- that of ge t-
ting machinery. Three-fourths of the
quantity required had, however, now been
obtained, so that the principal reason-for
beginning the railway was gone, so far ai
Norseman was concerned. He inteuded tor
vote for striking out the item.--

MR. CONOLLY: The question natur-
slly affected, in a great degree, the distriet
he represented ; and, while supporti ng Vi-e
proposed survey, he would like to make
a -few -remarks relative to some-statfe-
mena that had fallen from the Premier,
He would support the item becaisiTii
work would benefit the Norsemnan goldfield
if the line were constructed, which was an
epep question. It was his duty, as repr-
sentative, of that goldfield, to -support,' the
survey. With referenceto the Norsemp'n -

goldfield, the Premiei - had dealt-fairly,
even modestly,, with its capabilities. Last

-year tbe output of -gold sprang from
6,OO0oz. in the previous yMrio, 1940voz.,
and he believed there was a probability
that in the present year the output would
rise to 30,000 or 36,OO0oz. The returns
of the year,-so far, gave excellent indica-
tions; and the lodes and reefs, which were
permanent, appeared to improve as they
went down. Norseman, although an iso-
lated field, possessed one of the deepest
shafts in the colony, about 500 feet.' As
to the area. of the field, speaking rQughly,
there were 36 miles of country in course
of development; and, what was more to
the point, the mines were held chiefly by
the original prospectors atnd working
miner;, who had the benefit of the gold
returns. This was the nationalisation of
the mining industry, so far as. that field
was concerned. As to Esperance and the
intention of the leader of the Opposition,
he (Mr. Conolly) understood that members
on the Opposition side were in- favour of
a railway being constructed by private en-
terprise; and his own opinion was that
this was the best course. The Premier had
spoken as if Esperance. were the only por-
tion of the colony which would suffer by
this line being constructed from Cool-

gardie to- INorseman; but that could
hardly b said, in view of the fact that this
demonst'rations throughout the colony
had showni that the opinion was in favour
of the line starting from Esperance. It
was not' Esperance alone which desired
this; and the opinions and desires of
people throughout the goldflelds were
surely worth considering. The Premier.
was not qu~ite clear on the subject of the
cost of opening up the Esperance har-
bour, for he said it would take miles of
docks qntl wharves and jetties.

THE. Bsums:- That was to make it as'-
good as FAn&iftle.

Mn. COYOLLY: .But the Premier did
not say tlia-t. -In any case, the Committee
should*.iinderataind that, at the present
moment, Esperance had a harbour which,
in the-ppinioa of an~y man who had ever
visitedl7Tv-as- fully equal to Fremantle,
with all the hundreds and thousandbs tl~at
had been spent at the latter place.
Every work necessary for the successful
transhijnuent of goods 'had already been
carried out. tit Esperance, and it would
not'take £10,000. to complete that har-
bour, seeing that. £60,000 had been spent
on it alreiidy, mainly in giving shipping
facilittg 'Tisatatewent of the expense
of completing Espernce works was an
absolute exaggerati oh. The Premier
said goods for Norsemnan did notnow go
via Esperance, and would never do Wo,
because 'the route from Coolgeardie was
more practicable. That was not therea7-
son; but the road 'between Esperance
and-Norseman was a heavy, sandy road,.
while that from Coolgardie to Norseman
was a-good, hard, metal roadl the whole
way..-

Ttim. NsaIsi& What other reason had
he given? -

MR. CONOLLY:- The Premier had said
it was the most natural route for Norse-
man to get its goods from Coolgardie;
and that, because Esperance did not -now
get the trade, it would never get it. There
were two illogicil arguments the Pre-
mier always uaed-one that the Norse-
man people should be satisfied with a rail-
way from Coolgardie because the Menz-
ies people were satisfied with similar
communication; that the Norsemnan pee-
pie should be satisfied because they were
no worse off than the Menzies peonle ; but,
if the hon, gentleman were living at
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Norseman, and had to, indent his material,
would ho be satisfied with getting his
goods from Coolgardie?

THE PREMIER: There were many other
advantages to counter-balance that.
Ma. CONOLLY: Granted there were,

they did not compensate, for it.
Tim Pannuis: They more than coinpen-

sated.
Ma. GONOLLY: The Norseman per,

ple were not in the same position as the
Menzies people.

Trin PaEMIER: Why? The Norseman
pcople had suffered all these- years from
being isolated.
Mn. CONOLLY: There was something

-in the isolation argument, but it did nA-
compensate for the many other advan-
tages which the line from Esperance'
would confer. He would like to place
both sides, of the question before the
Hlouse. With a line from Coolgardie to
Norseman, the Norseman people would
have the advantage of being connected
with the other mining centres. of the
eastern. goldfields, with the capital of the
colony, and with the railway system
generlly. Norseman was as nearly equti-
distant as possible from. Coolgardie and
Esperance, one place being about. - 110
miles from Norsoman, and the other
about 120, by rood. If the line were con-
structed from Esperance to Norseman, it
would give, to Norseman not only the
means of a chea~per supply, but also.the
means of treating refractory and other
ores, cheaply, in a way that Fremantle
could never expect to do it. A line from
Esperance would ha-ve, n. better chance of
paying than a linfe from Coolgardiim, be-
cause of the back-loading, though , he
granted that in the, case of goods going
to Norseman the Government would have
the benefit of the extra freight over their
lines.

THrE PREMIER: Also the produce from
this part of the country.

Ma. CONOLLY: Altho-ugh the Govern-
ment would get that extra. freight, it
would come out of the pockets of the
peoole, and it shiould be the object of the
Government to enable people to live as
cheaply as possible. Widgemooltba, was
the only mining district between Norse-
man and Coolgardie; and, in spite of
the advantages it formerly bad, that
field was now deserted. Many p'ersons

at Esperance were giving attention to
the cultivation of the soil; and it was. a
mistaken prejudice on the pan., of merm-
hers to assume that the soil on that side
of the colony was barren. As to Esper-
ance receiving its produce and supplies
from South Auetralia, it should be re-
membered that every goldield nd every
port in. the colony received produce from
the eastern colonies. He would like it
placed on record that although this
survey was now being granted, he did not
believe the line was going to be con-
structed so soon as the Premier would
have the House think. Even now he
did not consid 'er it too much to say ha
believed that when the line was ulti-
mately constructed it would come from
Espertuce. In any case, however, he
had much pleasure in supporting the sat-
vey from Coolgardie to Norseman.

On the motion of MRs. LEAKE, progress
was reported and leave given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at' 1H.21 pnn.

until the next day.

Wednesday, .7th September, 1898.

Question: P~reign Companies an'd Share
Registers-Imported Labour Registry Act
Amendment Bill, first reading-Companies
AMt Amendment Bill, first reading (debate)
-Bankruptcy Act Amendment Bifl, third
reading-Public Education Bill, third rehd-
'mg-Interpretation. Bill, in Committee, re-
ported-Adjounment.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at
4.30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION: FOREIGN COMPANIES AND)
SHARE REGISTERS.

HON. A. P. MATHESON asked the
Colonial Secretary: Are the Governyneot
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